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GIOVANNI GUARESCHI

DON CAMILLO

[AP BA

Giovanni Guareschi (1908-1968) la mét tiéu thuyét gia, ky gia va
1a cha dé cua hai nhin vat ngudi Y, tuy sinh séng & mét ngdi lang
qué rat nho bé & viing Milano, nudc Y, nhung lai noi tiéng toan thé
gi6i: linh muc Don Camillo va chu tich Peppone, tiéu biéu cho hai
phe d6i nghich nhau trong thoi ky chién tranh lanh toan thé gidi
sau dé nhj thé chién. Lam cong viéc gioi thiéu hai nhan vat limg
danh thé gi¢i Don Camillo va Peppone vao thoi diém nay, ching
t6i chi mudn gdi dén doc gia Viét Nam nhimg cdu chuyén trao
phiing mét thoi lam say mé dgc gia chau Au va c6 co hdi lam quen
voi mét trong nhimg khuén mét noi bat nhét cua van hoc Y vao
nira cudi thé ky 20.
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GIOVANNI GUARESCHI

DON CAMILLO
(TAP BA)

DPONG CHi
DON CAMILLO

(T.Van & Gemini chuyén ngit tir ban tiéng Anh cua

Frances Frenaye — Nha Xuat Ban Penguin Books 1966)
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*0' phéin Muc Luc, ching téi dd ding ky thudt chén duong
dan (link) vao tiéu dé cta tirng chuwong sdch. Quy déc gid
bém vao tirng tiéu dé dé dwoc dan truc tiép dén chuong sdch
muén doc.
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COMRRDE
DON CAMILLO

LO'I TAC GIA

Cubn sach nay—tap mdi nhét trong loat Thé Gi6i Nho
ciia Don Camillo—da duoc dang timg ky trén 14 sb cudi
cung (nam 1959) cua tuan bao Candido, to bao Milan do
to1 sang 1ap ndm 1945 va tung dong mot vai tro tuyén
truyén quan trong, da duoc ghi nhén, trong ky téng tuyén
cr nam 1948, khi né gép phan vao viéc danh bai lién
minh Cong san.
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Candido nay khong con ton tai. Bao ngirng xuit ban nim
1962, chu yéu vi nguoi Y cua thoi ky "phép la kinh t&"
va "mé cira vé phia Ta" da khong con chit mdi quan tim
nao dén cudc dau tranh chdng Cong san. Thé hé nguoi Y
hién nay 1a nhirng nha thanh loc, nhitng ké phan chién,
bai qudc gia, va kiéu ngudi tot-bung-trong-ly-thuyét. Ho
16n 1€n trong truong hoc cua tham nhiing chinh tri, cua
dién anh hién thuc mdi, va cua thr van hoc tinh duc-xa
hoi hoc tir cac tac gia canh Ta. Py khong con 1a mot thé
hé ntra, ma la mot sy tha hoa.

Oi, nudc Y ngheéo khd ciia nam 1945 that 13 tuyét diéu
biét bao! Chuing t61 tré vé tir cac trai ti phat xit Puc, doi
rd nguoi, dé thay dat nude minh chi con 1a dong do nat.
Nhung giita nhitng tan tich noi biét bao ngudi vo toi da
bé mang, mdt con gidé hy vong méi van thoi qua. Biét
bao khac biét giita cai nghéo vat chit cua nam 1945 va
cai nghéo tinh than ctia nudc Y méi giau nim 1963! Gio
thoi giita cac toa nha choc troi thoi ky “phép la kinh té”
toan bdc mui sex, cong rinh va cai chét. Trong nudc Y
phi hoa kiéu dolce vita nay, moi hy vong vé mot thé giGi
t6t dep hon déu da chét sach. Chi con lai mét md hdn
don cua dia nguc va nude thanh, khi ching ta ddi dién
v6i mot thé hé linh muc méi—nhiing ngudi chiang hé 1a
anh em ctia Don Camillo.

Trong nudc Y do dwong dai va giau c6 d6, Candido
khéng thé séng ndi. Va qua thuc, né da chét. Va céu
chuyén tung duoc in thanh ky nam 1959—du van con
song nho sirc séng cia cac nhan vat—gid day da 13i thoi.
Cudc d6i dau vui nhon voi Chii nghia Cong san chi 6
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thé hiéu dugc néu dat trong boi canh cua thoi diém no
duoc viét ra.

C6 thé Itc nay ban doc s& hoi: “Néu thai do ddi voi Chu
nghia Cong san da thay ddi, va cau chuyén cia 6ng da
16i thoi, thi sao ong khong dé nd yén nghi cing véi
Candido?” Xin thua: “Béi vi viAn con mdt sd it ngudi
chua thay d6i quan diém, va toi c6 mot nghia vu trung
thanh di véi ho.”

To61 xin danh tdng ciu chuyén nay cho nhiing nguoi linh
My di hy sinh tai Triéu Tién—nhiing chién si diing cam
cudi cung bao vé phuong Tay bi vy hdm—cho ho va
nhimg nguoi thén yéu cua ho, nhitng nguoi c6 1y do
chinh dang dé van gitr vitng niém tin cia minh.

T6i ciing danh ting né cho nhitng ngudi linh Y di nga
xudng tai Nga, va cho 63.000 nguoi trong sd ho timg bi
giam gitt trong cac trai tu ctia Lién X6—ma dén nay van
bat vo am tin. Riéng véi ho, toi xin danh tdng chuong Ba
Bong Lua Mach.

T61 danh tang tiép cho ba tram linh myc da b1 Cong san
am sat tai vung Emilia trong nhiing ngay “gidi phong”
ddm méau cta nudc Y, va cho ¢d Gido hoang Pio XII,
nguoi di 1én an thing mat Cong san va nhiing ké dong
16a v6i chung. Va cho Puc Hong Y Mindszenty, Giao
chu Hungary bat khuét, va Gido hoi bi tir dao oanh liét
ctia ngai. Toi xin danh ting tat ca ho chuong Piép Vién
Cua Chua Kitd.



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 8

Chuong cubi cing, Cau Chuyén Khong C6 Hoi Két, toi
xin danh ting cho ¢ Gido hoang Gioan XXIII. Khong
chi vi nhimg 1y do hién nhién, ma con (xin ban doc
luong thtr cho sy riéng tu nay) vi mot diéu rat c4 nhan.
Sau khi Buc Gioan bang ha vao thang Sau nam 1963,
gitta vO van 10i chia budn tir cic nguyén thu thé gidi, c6
mot 101 phat biéu tir Vincent Auriol—Tong théng xa hoi
chu nghia cia Phap, khi Puc Gioan con 1a St than Toa
Thanh tai Paris. Trong 15i chia budn 4y, 6ng Auriol da
nodi (va toi xin trich nguyén van):

“Vao ngay dau nim 1952, nhé dén nhimg bat hoa véi thi
truong va cha xt noi qué nha, ngai di ting t6i mot cudn
sach cta Guareschi, Thé Gidi Nhé Ciua Don Camillo,
kém 161 dé: ‘Kinh ting ong Vincent Auriol, Téng thong
Cong hoa Phap, dé giai tri va—xin duoc phép nédi
thém—dé tang truong tinh than, tir S. Roncalli, St than
Toa Thanh.””

Don Camillo ciia nim 1959 van 1a Don Camillo ctia nim
1952, va toi da viét cau chuyén nay—du co thé di 16i
thoi—dé lam vui long va (xin cho téi manh dan ndi
thém) dé béi bé tinh than cho nhitng nguoi ban it 6i con
lai cua toi trong thé gidi rdi rac ngay nay.

Giovanni Guareschi
Roncole-Verdi, ngay 16 thang 8 nam 1963
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VAI LOI VE TAP 3: PONG CHI DON CAMILLO
(Ban Viét Ngir)

FERNANDEL
GIND CERVI

Trong 4 tap DON CAMILLO ma chung t6i déd va s€
goi dén doc gia thi 3 TAP (1, 2 va 3) phan Viét ngir
do dich gia T. Van bién tap, chuyén ngir va gidi thiéu.
Riéng nira cudi cua tap 3 va toan bo Tap 4 (ma ching
t6i tin 1a tdp cudi cung trong series DON CAMILLO
ciia nha vin Y GIOVANNI GUARESCHI) chung t6i
da st dung cong cu Tri Tu¢ Nhan Tao Al (GEMINI)
lam cong viéc chuyén ngit, dich gia T.Vin d¢am nhan
phan bién tap va hiéu dinh dua theo ban tiéng Anh cia
FRANCES FRENAYE, nha xuit ban PENGUIN
BOOKS dé dam bao tinh ddong nhit vé vin phong Viét
ngir & ca 4 tap ma ching t6i da va s& goi dén doc gia
cia TV&BH. Sau mdi tap, chung toi da va s& thuc
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hién mot 4n ban e-book cho ting tap dé gitp doc gia
dé dang luu trit va chia s¢ dén nhiing doc gia quan
tam khac trong tinh than doc gia dén véi sach va sach
dén vai doc gia.

Nhén dip nay, ca nhan ching t6i — T.Van — xin dugc
g6i 101 cam on dén quy doc gia d3 quan tdm theo ddi
phan tac pham dich thuat ma chung t6i di thyuc hién tur
gan 20 ndm nay. C6 vi con danh thi gio bién thu khich
1¢, g6p ¥, khién chiing toi phan khéi va viing tam theo
dudi cong viéc dich thuat trong mot khoang thoi gian
kha dai. 20 nim ciing chi 1a cai chép mat mot doi
nguoi nén nhing gi chiung toi lam dugc tinh dén hom
nay chang c6 gi dang dé hanh dién, ching toi chi
mong cong viéc minh lam gop dugc chut phan nho bé
nao dé trong nd luc chung cua nhiéu ngudi mudn tao
nén mot thé gidi loai nguoi tét dep hon cho cac thé hé
mal sau. VI chung toi quan ni¢m, hé clr co mot nguoi
cam quyen sach 1én dé doc (sach gidy hay sach dién
ttr) 1a thé gidi nay hy vong c6 thém mot ngudi, néu
khong tot hon thi han s& khong xau hon.

Ngoai ra, sau series DON CAMILLO cuta nha vin Y
G. GUARESCHI, chiing t6i quyét dinh s& khong thuc
hién bat ¢ mot du 4n dich thut nao khac (hiéu theo
nghia chinh ban than ching toi 1am cong viéc chuyén
ngir). Phan chinh la vi sy ban ron véi trang Web VAN
HOQC & POI SONG da khong cho ching tdi con co
thi gi¢ cho nhitng du 4n ca nhan nao khac. Mot ly do
nira, tuy chi 1a thir yéu, nhung ciing gop phan dua dén
quyét dinh “nghi huu” trong cong viéc dich thuét, d6
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1a kha niang chuyén ngir nhanh dén chéng mat ciing
nhu tinh chuin xac cua cong cu dich thuat Al véi
nhitng ChatGPT, Gemini, ... mién 1a ngudi st dung
du kha nang ngoai ngir dé kiém soat, hiéu dinh cling
nhu huin luyén (train) céng cu dich thuat 4y cho ra
san pham theo phong cach dic thu ciia ngdn ngir dich.
Hay hinh dung mot tac phdm & nguyén tac day trung
binh 300 trang gidy, ngudi dich nghiém tac s€ can it
nhat 3 dén 6 thang toan thoi gian dé hoan tat viéc
chuyén ngit. Véi cong cu dich thuat Al ban chuyén
ngﬁ chi can vai phut dé Al 1am viéc, sau do can thém
val ngay dé doc lai, chinh stra néu can. Thanh pham
cudi cung c6 thé chua phai la tuyét hao nhung it nhat
dap tmg duogc tinh chuan xac va déi khi ca tinh dic
thu ctia phong cach ngdn ngir dich. Van biét tri tué
nhén tao chua va s& khong bao gio thay thé duoc con
nguoi trong linh vyc van hoc nghé thudt, nhung & mdot
chirng muc nao dé, chung toi tin rang viéc ding cong
cu tri tué nhan tao dé hoan tét tdp 4 cua series DON
CAMILLO 1a mot lya chon kha di (it nhat 1a d6i véi
ban than chung t61). Con li€u cong viéc cua dich thuat
cua tri tu¢ nhan tao co6 dap ung dugc yéu cau cua doc
gia hay khong thi chung toi xin danh lai phan nhéan xét
cho doc gia qua ndi dung cua nta cudi tip 3 PONG
CHI DON CAMILLO nay.

Tran Trong,

T.Van & Ban Hiru
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CON SOT VANG

Trua hom thr Hai, khi to bao ngay vira phat hanh thi céi
tin dong troi da nd bung nhu moét qua bom. Trong lang,
cO mot nguoi vira trang 16 duy nhat 10 triéu dong cua
cudc rat tham trang thuang do hiép hoi tic cau quéc gia
t6 chic. To bao ghi rd rang tén ngudi tring thuong la
Pepito Sbezzeguti, nhung trong lang chang ai ¢6 céi tén
ngoai lai nhu vdy. Ngudi phan phdi s6 tham, khi bi
nhitng ké to mod vay quanh cat van, dd mét moi kéu lén:

“T6i ¢6 ban mot s6 vé cho nhitng nguoi khdng phai cu
dan lang minh hém thir Bay vira roi. Chic han ké tring
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phai 1a mot trong nhiing ngudi d6. Mudi tridu dong chi
it sao! Thé nao roi anh hay chi ta ciing s€ xuat dau 1o
dién lanh tién ma!.”

Nhung mii van ching c6 ai chudng mat ra nhan giai.
Dan trong lang cang thém hiéu ky vi ho cam thay cai tén
ngudi tring thuang phang phat mot diéu gi d6 co vé am
muoi. Sbezzeguti thi con tin dugc la that, mot nguoi nao
hom 4y ra cho c6 thé c6 cai tén d6. Nhung Pepito thi di
hoi qua xa. Chang c6 ai di giao dich mua ban lia mi,
bap, co hay gia suc, hay ca pho mat ciang dic san cua
thanh Parma lai st dung dén céi tén Pepito.

Mot tay cha nha budn & Molinetto n6i chac nich:

“Néu hoi thi toi s& qua quyét do 1a mot céi tén gia. Va ke
sir dung céi tén gia ay c6 thé chang phai 1a nguoi xa la gi
dau. Han phai 1a mot trong nhiing nguoi trong lang
khong mudn ai biét minh ciing choi cugc. C6 thé anh ta
khéng mudn cho cac chu ng cia minh biét hoic khong
mudn v anh ta biét khéng chimg.”

Loi ban nay nghe ¢6 vé hop Iy, thé nén moi nguoi gat bo
gia thuyét cho rang ké tring thuong 12 mot ngudi ngoai
lang dé tap trung vao viéc tim xem ai trong s6 nhiing
ngudi lang minh c6 dugc sy may man 4y. Méi quan tam
nhiét thanh iy gidng nhu tat ca dang ciing nhau tim cho
ra tén trom dao an minh trong thon x6m hon la mot
ngudi tring s trong mot cudc xo sé hop phép.
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Linh muc Don Camillo cling theo ddi vu Viéc, tuy co
kém cham cht hon dan lang nhung 6ng con c6 mot muc
dich khac cua riéng minh. Mat khac, Don Camillo co
cam tuong Puc Chuaa khong hai long 1dm véi sy quan
tam kh&a man ma cia minh vai nghé nghiép tham tir nén
6ng cd tim cach giai thich véi Ngai.

“Thua Cha, sy quan tm cua con dén vy viéc khong don
thuan 1a mot sy hiéu ky thuan tay; thyc ra, con dang thi
hanh bon phan caa minh. Mot ngudi da nhan duoc an
sang dic biét nhuong 4y tir Pang Thiéng Liéng Quan
Phong khdng c6 quyén giau an sang iy di ma khong dem
ra st dung.”

Dtrc Chua dap lai:

“Nay, Don Camillo! Pang Thiéng Liéng Quan Phong c6
thé quan tdm dén cudc rat tham trang thuong cua hiép
hoi Tdc Cau, du c4 nhéan ta khong tin Ngudi thuc su
quan tdm dén, nhung chac chin Nguoi s& chang bao gio
ban tam dén viéc cong khai tén tudi ngudi c6 may mén
tring giai. Su that 1a c6 nguoi da tring giai. Bay nhiéu la
du cho ké o 10ng quan tim va ai ciing da duoc biét diéu
d6. C6 nguoi da tring duoc mot sé tién 16n. Ta chi ngac
nhién sao con lai phai lao tam khé tir tim cho duoc tung
tich nguoi ¢6 may man 4y? Trong khi cong viéc chinh
ctia con la cham soc cho nhirng ké kém may mén hon.”

Nhung Don Camillo van khdng cach nao ché ngu duoc
ban tinh hiéu ky caa minh. Tung tich bi an ciia nhan vat
Pepito van tiép tuc &m anh tdm tri 6ng ta cho dén khi
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cudi cung, mot anh sang chot I6e 1&n khién 6ng nhu tinh
han ra. Don Camillo phan khich dén d6 chi thiéu diéu
chay ra nam lay day chuéng nha thd ma rung Ién trong
ndi han hoan tot dinh. Cubi cung, da khong thé dé nén su
phan khich hon duoc nira nén Don Camillo voi tay lay
chiéc 4o choang khoac 1én ngudi rdi rao budc vao trong
lang. Budc chan dan 6ng dén trude xuong tho cua
Peppone, vién xa trudng va ciing 1a anh thg mdc. Don
Camillo tho dau vao qua canh cira mo va cét 10i chao ke
thu khong doi troi chung caa minh.

“Chao ddng chi Pepito!”

Peppone vdi ngirng tay bla, nhin cham chap vi linh muc
Vaéi vé Kinh ngac.

“Cha mudn ndi céi gi vay?”

“Khong c6 gi hét. DU sao thi Pepito 1a tén rit gon cua
Peppone va mot truong hop ngau nhién la ling da xay ra
khi cai ho Sbezzeguti lai la mot tro dao chit du khdng
dugc chinh xéac cho 1am cua Giuseppe Bottazzi.”

Peppone lang lang quay tré lai céng viéc cua minh.
Don Camillo lic dau.

“That dang tiéc anh lai khdng phai 1a Pepito, ké vira
tring s6 muoi triéu dong.”

“Phai, that 1a dang tiéc. Néu co dugc mudi triéu, toi s&
bieu cha 2, 3 tri¢u dé cha ra khoi day cho r61.”
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“Pung lo, Peppone a. Ta thuong gitp ké khadc ma khong
hé doi hoi gi ca,”

Noi xong, Don Camillo bo di.

Chi hai tiéng dong ho sau, ca lang da biét thé nao 1a phép
dao chir va trong mdi cin nha cai tén Pepito Sbezzeguti
dugc dem ra md xé, phan tich dé tim ra cho ky duoc
ddng chi Giuseppe Bottazzi ¢ thé dang an nap trong do.
Ciing trong budi tdi hom d6, bo tong tham muu cua phe
Po da t6 chic mot phién hop dic biét tai Cung Dién
Nhéan Dan.

Smilzo maé 161 trudce.

“Tha Trudng a, bon phan dong lai gio trd cii ra dé nham
bdi nho danh dy ching ta. Ca lang hién dang gan nhu
nao loan, 1am am 1 1én rang thi truong di trang s6 muoi
triéu. Ching ta khdng thé chan chir thém duogc nira. Tha
truong phai c6 bién phap vé hiéu hoa loi vu khbng ay
chu!”

Peppone gio tay:

“Cho rang mot ngudi nao d6 da tring giai s6 cuoc muoi
trigu dong khong phai 1a mot su vu khdng. Vu khéng co
nghia 13 budc t6i ai d6 lam mot viéc gi thiéu luong thién,
trong khi d6 tro choi rat tham trung thuong la mot tro
choi moi ngudi xem do6 1a binh thuong.”

“Thua sép, trong chinh tri khi budc toi ai d6 da thuc hién
maot viéc 1am tét 1a co hanh vi nham muc dich boi nho
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d6i thu caa minh. Va mot 10i budc toi ma gay anh huong
dén thanh danh cua Pang nhat dinh phai 1a mot hanh vi
vu khéng.”

Brusco thém dau vao lia:

“Moi nguoi dang cudi nhao sau lung chiung ta. Phai lam
cho ho ngam miéng lai sép a!”

Bigio qua quyét:

“Chiing ta phai cho in ngay mot tam bich chuong. Chiing
ta phai dua ra mot ban tuyén b lam sang to moi
chuyén.”

Peppone chi nhan vai.
“Chiing ta s& xem Xét viéc nay vao ngay mai.”
Trong khi d6, Smilzo rat trong ti 4o ra mot to giay:

“Thua tha truong, dé d& 1am mat thi gio ca thi truong,
chung t6i da sin sang mot ban tuyén bd. Néu tha truong
chap thuan, ching ta s& cho in ra ngay va cho phé bién
trén cac tam bich chuong vao ngay mai.”

Roi gi doc to:

Nguwoi ky tén dwdi day la Giuseppe Bottazzi, tuyén bé
rang 6ng ta khong hé c6 méi lién hé nao véi Pepito
Shezzequti, ké vira triing muweoi triéu dong trong cugc rit
tham tring cuot cua hiép hgi Tuc cau. Bugc téi 6ng ta 1a
m¢t nha triéu phu 1a mgt viéc lam vo ich cua be li phan
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déng. Diéu d6 chi cho thdy bon nay thuc sw 1a mét bang
dang tan Phat-Xit.

Giuseppe Bottazzi
Peppone lic dau:

“Duoc ddy! Nhung t& s& chd xem coi bao chi ho néi gi
da roi luc ay minh cong khai dap tra cling van chua
muon.”

Nhung Smilzo van khong tir bo 1ap luan caa minh.

“Tai sa0 lai phai chd chung cho chdng né sing vao minh
roi mai tra dtia? Keé sach hay nhat 1a tan cong trude dé
chiém thé thuong phong.”

“Ké sach hay nhat 1a da vao dit ké ndo cr muén chia mii
vao chuyén riéng cua td. Té co thé ty bao vé lay minh
ma chang can ai giup dd.”

Smilzo nhdn vai:

“Néu sép néi nhu thé thi chang con gi dé ban cii nira.”
“Té s& lam nhu thé ddy!”. Peppone la 16n, hai tay ddm
Xuong ban. “Moi nguoi vi minh va Pang s€ vi tat ca
chiing ta!”

Budi hop tan trong tiéng cau nhau bat man cua nhiing
nguoi tham duy.

Smilzo nhan xét:
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“Pé cho anh 4y bj d6 vu la chi nhan cua tim vé mudi
triéu dong la biéu hién cua sy yéu duoi cua Pang ta. Bo
la chua ké dén cai xao thuat dao chir rac roi kia nira.”

Bigio tho dai huong ung:

“Chung ta ctr hy vong moi chuyén chic s& khong dén ndi

2

nao.

Ngay sau do6 tin don da xuat hién trén bao chi. To béo
cta cac dién cha chén trén trang nhat mot mau noi dung
dai khai: “Hay cdo vao Peppone va ban sé tim thdy mgt
Pepito,”.

Tat ca moi nguoi trong lang déu xem day 1a mot y tuong
hét stic thdng minh va hém hinh. Ban tham muu D6 lai
t6 charc mot budi hop trong Cung Dién Nhan Dan va
nhét tri théng qua nghi quyét phai lam mot viéc gi do dé
d6i phé vai tinh hinh.

Peppone tuyén bo:

“Tét 1am. Nao bay gio hdy in ra cac tim bich chuong va
cho déan khép noi di!”

Smilzo phong thang dén nha in. Chi hon mét tiéng sau,
anh chang tho in, Barchini, ¢ mang dén cho Don
Camillo mét ban sao cua tAm bich chuong.

Don Camillo budn rau bao:

“Lién quan dén viéc nay 1a mot sai 1am cua to bao. Néu
qua thuc Peppone trung cugc, ta khong nghi anh ta sé&
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viét mot ban tuyén bé c6 noi dung nhu thé nay. Trir phi
anh ta da 1én thanh phd nhan tién trang rdi hoic da nho
ai do di lanh dum.”
Bachini qua quyét:

“Anh ta chua lam gi ca dau. Ca lang déu dé mit canh
churng ma!”

Ldc 4y, troi di khuya va Don Camillo vé giuvong ngi.
Nhung dén 3 gio sang thi 6ng bi danh thuc bai sy viéng
tham cua Peppone. Anh ta tir ngoai vuon lén vao trong
nha. Buang ¢ hanh lang, Peppone lo ling ngé cham cham
vao canh cira phong hé mé mot nira.

Peppone bao Don Camillo:

“Hy vong la khdng c6 ai thiy toi budc vao day. Toi cam
thiy nhu c6 nguoi theo ddi.”

Don Camillo liéc nhin hin ban khodn:
“Anh khong hoa rd day cha?”
“Khong, day chang so hda ro dau!”

Peppone ngoi xudng, dua tay lau mé héi nho giot trén
tran.

“T61 dang tiép chuyén véi vi linh muc chanh xt hay mot
ké ngoi 1é d6i mach trong lang?”’

“Piéu ay con tly thudc vao muc dich anh dén day dé lam
gi.”
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“Tb6i dén dé xin gap cha chinh xt.”
Don Camillo tra loi long trong:
“Vi linh muc dang ling nghe day!”

Peppone xoidn manh chiéc mii dang cam trén tay roi bat
dau xung toi:

“Thua cha, con di pham toi néi déi tay troi. Con chinh 1a
Pepito Sbezzeguti.”

Nghe thé, Don Camillo phai mat mot Iic méi tim ra 1oi
dé noi. Chi khi da 1ay lai dugc sy binh tinh, 6ng ta méi
c6 thé mo miéng.

“Vay 1a anh d3 trang sé6 muoi triéu dong. ding khong?
Tai sao anh lai khdng ddm nhan véi moi nguoi la minh
trung cugc?”

“Con dau c6 ndi con tring cugc hdi nao! Con dang xung
toi vai cha, mét linh muyc. Va cha cling khong nén quan
tam dén dieu gi khac ngoai sy kién 1a con da néi doi.”

Nhung thuc sy 1d Don Camillo dang quan tdm dén muoi
triéu ddng lira. Ong ta chiéu mot anh nhin khinh miét vé
phia Peppone va chuan bj tan céng han.

“That dang xau ho cho anh! Mot ké v san chuyén chinh,
mot dang vién Cong san di tring cuoc mudi triéu dong
trong mot cude rut tham triang thuong cua hiép hoi Tuc
cau. Hay danh nhitng tro bip bom 4y cho bon tu san!
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ngudi Cong san kiém séng bang md hdi va sirc lao dong
cua chinh minh.”

Peppone h& héc mém kinh ngac:

“T6i khong rdi hoi véi nhitng tro dua dau! Panh cuoc
vao tro rat tham trang thuong la pham vao toi ac hay
sa0?”

Don Camillo nghiém giong.

“Ta khong c6 dua. Ta khong noi choi danh cugc la pham
t6i. Ta chi n6i rang mot ngudi Cong san chan chinh s&
khong tham dy vao nhiing tro choi nhu the.”

“Vo ly, tham vo Iy! Moi ngudi déu cd quyén tham duy
mal!”

“That la té hai, Peppone a. Té hon nira vi anh la mot
ngudi 1anh dao cua cudc dau tranh giai cap. Tro choi rat
tham trang cuoc la mot thar v khi doc hai caa bon tu
ban chdng lai quan ching nhan dan. Mot loai vil khi rat
hiéu qua ma bon tu ban ciing chang hé tén mot cic nao.
Trong thuc té, tro choi ay 1a mot cach bon ching kiém
tién. Khdng mot ngudi Cong san chan chinh nao lai
khdng nhan ra diéu 4y dé cuong quyét phai chéng dén
cung.”

Peppone tiép tuc nhan vai trong sy buc boi.

“Ché ¢6 hi hirng voi, dong chi al Tat ca déu nam trong
mot muu d6 to 16n nham thuyét phuc giai cap vo san di
tim sy giau cO cua cai bang nhirng phuong cach khac
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khéng phai qua mot cuéc cach mang. Tat nhién, d6 1a
mot thir nham nhi khong dang tin, nhung tiép tay cho
nhitng thtr nham nhi d6 1a ddng chi da phan boi lai nhan
dan!”

Peppone vung tay Ién loan xa:

“Xin cha hdy bo chuyén chinh tri ra mot bén di!”

“Cai gi, dong chi vira ndi céi gi? Bo dong chi di quén
phat cuoc cach mang roi u?”

Peppone dam chéan, con Don Camillo mim cudi bao
dung.

“Ta hiéu rdi, dong chi a! Ta khong trach dong chi dau.
Muoi triéu Lira cia hdm nay tot hon cudc cach mang
cta ngay mai ca ngan lan.”

Noéi xong, Don Camillo di lay que coi lira & 10 sudi, roi
quay qua hoi Peppone:

“Anh dén day chi dé noi cho ta biét anh da trung s6
cuoc?”

Peppone dang trong trang thai lanh toat ca nguoi vi lo
ling. Han hoi Don Camillo:

“Lam cach nao dé nhan tién trang thuong vé ma khdng
mot ai biet?”

“Thi cir dén Iy tién vé. Chi c6 cach d6 thoi.”
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“T6i khong thé nao 1am viéc d6 dugc. Moi nguoi dang
canh chung t6i bing con mit cia cd vo. Hon thé nira,
ban tuyén bd phu nhan viée trang thuéng cua toi s& duoc
cdng bd vao sang mai.”

“Vay thi hay cir mot dong chi tin can di lanh thé”
“Tb6i khong thé tin cay duogc mot ai hét.”

Don Camillo lic dau néi:

“Vay thi ta chiang biét nén khuyén anh diéu gi nira.”
Peppone dot nhién chia ra mét phong bi va noi:
“Cha di nhan tién cho t6i!”

N6i xong, han ding day bo di, dé lai linh myc Don
Camillo ngdi chét tran nhin vao chiéc phong bi.

Sang hom sau, Don Camillo Ién thanh phd. Ba hom sau,
6ng ta tro vé. Khi 4y di 1a budi chiéu muén, trudc khi vé
phong, 6ng budc qua sang bé tho thua chuyén vai Buc
Chua. Tay mo rong chiéc va li dyng tién, Don Camillo
lanh lung thura:

“Lay Chuia, day 1a 10 coc tién, mdi coc 1a 100 to gidy
bac c6 ménh gia 10 ngan dong Lira. N6i cach khéc,
mudi triéu dong nay thudc vé Peppone. Phan con, con
chi ¢6 thé néi rang: anh ta khdng xung dang nhan s tién
nay.”

buc Chua tra loi:
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“Di ma néi didu d6 v6i nhitng nguoi didu hanh giai
cuogc.”

Don Camillo xéch chiéc va li tién dung ddy. Khi 1én dén
tang lau hai cia nha xu, ong dua tay bat va tit cong tic
deén 3 1an lién tiép dé ra am hiéu cho Peppone. O phong
ngt cua minh, Peppone ciing tra 161 bang cach bat tit dén
phong 3 lan twong ty. Hai tiéng sau, han di c6 mat ¢ nha
xt, chiéc 4o khoac rong dugc kéo 1én che phu dau va
mat. Tir ngoai vuon Peppone di vao qua canh ctra c0 treo
chiéc chia khoéa to dung.

“Xong ca chi?”. Peppone hoi Don Camillo, lic iy dang
ngdi cho han & phong an.

Don Camillo chi vao chiéc vali dang dé trén ban an giira
phong. Peppone tién lai chiéc ban, hai ban tay run ray
m¢ khoa vali. Khi nhin thay nhiing coc gidy bac mé hoi
trong nguoi hin toat ra nhu tim.

“Mudi triéu bac?” Han thi thao ty hoi.
“Mudi triéu bac ngudi. Anh hay dém lai di!”

“Q, khong dau!”. Peppone ra vé phan ddi, mat ca cham
cham nhin dong tién véi &nh mat mé man say dam.

Don Camillo nhan xét:

“Bon tién day! it nhat 1a vao ldc nay, hdm nay. Ai biét
duoc ngay mai dong tién ay s& c6 gia tri 1a bao nhiéu?
Chi mét mau tin tic chang lanh ciing da dé khoi mao
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cho sy lam phéat va bién mé tai san nay thanh mot dong
giay Ion dé nhu bon.”

Peppone noi:

“T6i phai tim cach dau tu ngay méi dugc. Voi mudi
triéu dong, toi co the tau mot trang trai. Pat dai it khi nao
bi mat gia.”

Don Camillo 1én giong:

“Chi c6 ndng dan méi ¢ quyén 1am chu dat dai. it nhat
thi d6 14 101 ciia ngudi Cong san cac anh. Nhung chang
c6 11 ndo nhic dén canh tho moc ca. Rai thi ho sé tudc
di dat dai trong tay anh thoi, hily dé roi xem. Chu nghia
Cong san 1a trao luu cua thé gidi ngay mai, dong chi

2

a...
Peppone van con dan mat vao déng giay bac.
Dot nhién, han kéu 1én:

“T6i nghi ra roi! Vang! Toi s& mua vang va cat giau nd
that k§!.”

“Liéu viéc mua vang cé thuc su gilp ich gi cho anh
khong ddy? Khi nguoi Cong san nam quyén, tit ca moi
thir déu thudc vé tai san cua nha nudc, khi iy, nim vang
ciia dong chi s& chang con mot chit mai luc nao hét
dau!”

“Toi co theé dem goi N6 & nudc ngoai.”
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“Suyt! suyt! n6i nho chir! Bdng chi bét chuéc bon tur san
ngoai kia ddy a? Han 1a dong chi s& chon nudc My dé
goi. Ta doan chi c6 My thdi, chir con chau Au thi som
muén gi cling tré thanh Cong san thdi. Chac chan 14 thé!
Nhung khi thé gi6i chi con doc mot minh nudc My 1a
khdng Cong san thi thé nao ma né lai khong dau hang
Lién Bang X6 Viét cho yén than.”

Peppone phan d6i:

“Nudc My thuc su ¢6 sitc manh vo song, Lién Bang X6
Viét s& chang bao gio du kha ning thu phuc no.”

“Ta khong dam qua quyét nhu thé dau, dong chi a!”
Peppone thé mot hoi that sau rdi ngdi xudng.

“Cha oi, cai dau con dang quay nhu chong chéng. Mudi
triéu dong Lira.”

“Lam on mang s6 bac nay vé nha di. Nhung nhé tra lai
cho ta céi va li day. o 1a tai san cta ca nhan ta do
nghe.”

Peppone dap:

“Thua cha, khong thé dugc. Xin cha gip con giir 6 tién
nay, duoc khong? Khi nao cai dau cua con bét quay
cuong con s€ ban lai chuyén nay véi cha, co I€ vao ngay

9

mal.

Sau khi Peppone di khoi, Don Camillo mang va li tién
vao phong ngu cia minh rdi 1én givdng. Ong cam thay
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mét mai ra roi, nhung chang thé nga thing giic vi lic 2
gio séng vi linh muc da bi danh thic day vi sy tai xuit
hién caa Peppone, 1an ndy c6 ca vo cia han di cing, ca
hai quan quanh minh bang mét 16p 4o khoac day com.

Han néi:
“Thua cha, xin tha 13i cho chdng con. Chang qua & nha
con muon dugc nhin tan mat so giay bac ay ma!”

Don Camillo ldy chiéc va li xudng dé trén mat ban an.
Nhin thay nhitng t& gidy bac, khudn mit ba vo Peppone
tai xanh nhu da mat nguoi chét. Don Camillo kién nhan
chd vo chong Peppone nhin ngam cho thoa thich. Sau
do6, ong ta dong chiéc va li lai, tién hai nguoi ra cta.

Trudce khi bude di, Peppone con quay lai wu ai bao Don
Camillo:

“Cha cb nga thém mét chat cho lai stc nhé!”

Riéng ban than Don Camillo ciing ¢6 ngu thém mot chat
nhung chi mot tiéng dong ho sau lai bi danh thic boi
Peppone mét lan nira.

Don Camillo cau kinh:

“Céi gi nita day? Chuyén hanh huong da chdm dut roi
ma?”’

Peppone giai thich:

“Con dén day dé lay cai va li tién vé,”
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“Khéng lam gi duoc nita rdi! Ta di dem cét chiéc va li
tién trén tan géac limg va bay gio thi khdng hé c6 y dinh
s& mang n6 xudng vao lGc nay. V& di roi ngay mai quay
lai day. Ta vira lanh vira mét moi va can duoc nghi ngoi.
B anh khong tin tuong ta sao?”

“Van dé khong phai 1a tin hay khéng tin, cha a! Néu
chang may nira dém c6 diéu gi xay dén cho cha thi sao?
Lam sao con c6 thé chirng minh véi moi ngudi rang sé
tién do6 1a cua con?”

“pung lo ling v& van nhu thé. Va li da duoc khoa can
than. Tham chi cé ca mot tam thé viét tén cua anh trén
d6. Ta da nghi dén moi tinh huong cé thé xay dén roi.”

“Con rat cam on cha vé diéu d6. Nhung thua cha, ¢
trong nha con thi so tién ay an toan hon.”

Don Camillo khéng c6 cam tinh chat nao vai céi giong
diéu caa Peppone. Thé 1a vi linh muc ciing doi giong cho
phu hgp vai ké dimg trudc mat.

“Anh dang noi dén sé tién nao vay?”

“Tién cua con! S tién ma cha da di 1én tdn Rome dé
mang vé cho con do!”

“Peppone nay, chic 1 anh da héa rd roi phai khdng? Ta
chang gitr mot cac bac nao cua anh ca.”

Peppone hét to:
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“Tam vé sb mang tén cua tdi. TOi chinh la Pepito
Sbezzeguti!”

“Ngoai phd dan day nhitng tAim bich chwong tuyén bd
rang anh khong phai 1a Pepito Sbezzeguti. Chinh tay anh
ky tén vao ban tuyén bb d6 ma!”

“Pa danh |4 vay, nhung t6i chinh 1a Pepito Sbezzeguti
cht chang phai ai khac! Pepito Sbezzeguti 1a dao ngir
cua Giuseppe Botazzi.

“Khong phai dau! Pepito Sbezzeguti la dao ngir cua
Giuseppe Bottezzi. Ta c6 mot ngudi cau mang cai tén
nhu vay va ta da di 1anh tién dum cho cau cia ta.”

Peppone run ray viét tén Pepito Shezzeguti trén mép to
bao dang nam trén ban va ké do viét tén caa han.

Han vang tuc:

“Me kiép! Toi da viét 1am chit a thay vi chit e. Nhung du
thé thi s tién dy van la cua t6i.”

Don Camillo leo 1&n bac thang dan vé phong ngi cua
minh. Peppone theo sau éng ta sat nat.

Vira leo 1én giwrong, Don Camillo quay lai bao Peppone:

“Pung t6 vé nghiém trong nhu thé, dong chi a! Ta s&
khong lay tién cia anh dau. Ta s& dung nd dé phuc vu
cho 1y tuong cua ddng chi, phuc vu cho nhiing tang 16p
nhan dan bi ap buc, béc 16t...”

Peppone khdng kém duoc nita:
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“Quy tha ma bit &l nhan dan chét tiét dy di!”

“Pd phan dong dét nat,”. Don Camillo kéo chan 1én phu
kin dau, “vé di dé cho ta ngu!”

“Tra lai cho tdi tién, néu khong tdi s& giét cha nhu giét
mot con cho!”

“Cam lay céi thir ban thiu 4y roi cat di ngay!”

Cai va li tién nam trén mot ngan ké gitra phong. Peppone
vo lay, giau n6 dudi 16p 4o choang roi chay voi xuong
lau.

Khi nghe tiéng ctra phia dudi dong sam lai, Don Camillo
thd ra mot hoi rd dai.

Ong nghiém giong hoi:

“Thua Cha, sao cha lai dé han ty hiy hoai doi minh bang
cach cho han tring sé tién 16n lao duong vay? Han
khong dang phai chiu mot hinh phat nghiém khac nhu
thé!”

“Ban dau thi con trach ta vi cho rang han khdng xung
dang dugc huong may mén do. Con bay gio thi con lai
cho d6 1a mét hinh phat! C6 vé nhu ta khong thé IGc nao
cling 1am vui long con dugc, Don Camillo a!”

“Thua Cha, con khéng c6 y noi didu d6 v6i Cha; con chi
thac mac vai nhitng nguoi t6 chac giai cugce thoéi,” Don
Camillo Iam bam mdt minh truéc khi chim han vao giac
ngu.
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DON CAMILLO TRA PUA

Don Camillo vao thua vai Pac Chua;

“Thua Cha, anh ta da di qua trén. Con s& cho anh ta biét
thé nao 1a 18 do.”

Tiéng Duc Chua ngy trén ban tho dap lai:

“Nay Don Camillo! Bon chung ciling da ting di qua trdn

khi dong dinh ta trén cdy thap gia nay, nhung ta cling da
biét kém ché dé tha thir cho chiing d6 thoi!”
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“Nhung bon 4y khong biét diéu ching di lam 1a toi &c!
Con dang nay, Peppone biét qua rd dicu minh lam nén sé
khéng xung dang huong bat cir mot su thuong x6t nao.”

Dbc Chda bt bé lai:

“Suy nghi cho ky ndo Don Camillo! Ké tir khi Peppone
dic cr Thugng Nghi ST con da to ra khe khét hon véi
han ta, phai khong?”

Nhitng loi nhan xét cia Buc Chua da co hi¢u qua, nhung
Don Camillo van khdng chiu nhuong bo:

“Cha oi, néu Cha biét con them maot chdt xiu nita thi thi
Cha s& khong néi thé dau!”

buc Chua tho dai, dap lai.
“Ta biét con qua rd ma Don Camillo!”

Don Camillo biét ltc nao thi nén nging lai. Ong voi va
quy mot chan xudng, 1am dau thanh gia roi bién di that
nhanh. Nhung ra dén ngoai nha tho, con gian trong
nguoi 6ng lai trdi day. Chi vi & bén ngoai canh ctra nha
xt, mot anh chang kém may man nao d6 vira dan 1én d6
mot tAm bich chwong ma ndi dung cua né di khién vi
cha xir ndi sting. D6 1a mot cau chuyén di xay ra tir hai
nam vé trudce.

Hoém d6 1a mot budi toi mua dong am dam, Don Camillo
vira dinh leo 1én giwdng thi ¢6 tiéng gd cira ngoai nha .
Vi cha xt nhin ra thi thdy khéng ai khac ngoai Peppone.
Ong ra dau cho hin ngdi xudng chd chiéc ghé va dua



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 34

cho hian mot ly ruou vang. Peppone dua ly 1én miéng
uong mot hoi hét can. Sau do, phai can dén thém hai ly
ruou ntra mai da lam mém ludi han dé han mé miéng:

“T6i khong thé chiu dung thém nira dugc roi!”

Tir dudi chiée 4o choang day su hén 16i ra mét céi boc to
tudng.

“Tir ngay 6 cai cua no nay trong nha tdi khdng thé nao
ngu yén dugce.”

Di nhién, cai boc to tudng d6 1a mé gidy bac tri gia muoi
triéu dong Lira.

Don Camillo nhe nhang khuyén giai:

“Thi goi n6 vao nha bang!”

Peppone ng mot nu cuoi ché gidu.

“MOt tro dua hét sic vo duyén! Lam thé nao ma mét anh
xa truong Cong san ¢o thé goi vao ngan hang muoi triéu
dong Lira ma khong mot loi giai thich tir dau ma anh ta
c6 duoc so tien do?”

“Pi mua vang rdi dem vé chon vang dudi dat!”

“Lam thé thi ti s& chang c6 mot xu tién loi nao ca!”

Don Camillo tuy budn ngi, nhung xem ra sy kién nhan
ciia 6ng van con cam cu duoc. Ong nhe nhang bao han:

“Thdi ndo, dong chi! i thang vao van d¢ coi!”
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“Thé nay, thua cha! Chic cha biét rd cai tay thuong gia
ma cOng viéc cua anh ta la cham so6c dong tién cua khach
hang...”

“Khong, ta khong biét anh ta 13 ai!”

“Chac chan cha biét anh ta ma. Anh ta thuong xuyén
giao dich vai nha tho ddy. Céi ga thuong gia c6 ca déng
khach hang la gido dan cac ho dao, roi dé cho luong tam
dd can rat g da rat hao phong véi cac to chic tir thién
ton giao...”

“A, phai roi. Ta nhé ra cai anh chang thuong gia ay roi.
Nhung ta chua bao gio giao dich viéc gi vai anh ta ca.”

“Nhung cha c6 thé bat lién lac véi anh ta mot cach dé
dang ma, phai khéng? Vi tu si & x dao Torricella la mot
trong nhitng dai dién cta anh ta day.”

Don Camillo lic dau, t6 vé khong hing thi véi ciu
chuyén. Ong bao:

“Nay ddng chi! Chi vi Chaa da cho dong chi dugc hén
chan Ngai cha 1& dong chi cir nhat dinh doi hon 1én ca
dau Ngai nita sao?”

“Thua cha, Chla chang c6 lién quan gi dén cau chuyén
nay ca. Toi da c6 dugc mot van may thé nén bay gio toi
muon tan dung moi co hoi, chi co the thoi!”

“Vay thi qua don gian théi dong chi a. Ctr di thang dén
gap cha xt ¢ Torricella va nho ngai gitp cho anh dugc
gap g& gi thuong gia 4y nhé.”
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“Khong duoc, tdi khdng thé chuong mit ra nhu thé
duogc. O d6 ai ma chang biét mat téi. Thay toi luan quan
quanh nha xt ¢ Torricella hay ra vO van phong cua ga
thwong gia dy thi con gi 1a mat mii cua mot anh x&
treong Cong san. Hay thir tuéng twong anh Cong san
trum ¢ lang lai di lam an giao dich véi nha tho va bon tu
ban xem! Tdi can phai giau nhem tung tich caa minh
trong viéc nay vi né thuan tay I1a van dé tién bac. Bé né
tro thanh mot trai banh chinh tri cho nguoi ta da qua da
lai thi khén!”

Don Camillo vén khdng hé danh gia cao gi thuong gia
c6 kha nang gitp khach hang caa minh thu vé mot ti Ié
tién 1oi cao ngat nguong rdi hao phong dong gdp nhiing
mon tién khdng nho vao céc cdng viéc trung tu nha tho.
Riéng vi cha x ¢ ho dao Torricella 1a mot tu si hét stc
nghiém trang, dao0 mao. Ciing chinh nho ga thuong gia
gido dan giau co nay ma ngai da c6 thé xay dung dugc
mot san choi thé thao, mot hd boi, lai thém ca may chiéu
phim luu dong va nhimg phuong tién giai tri khac dé
canh tranh véi nhiing 15i haa hen tir bén phe Do. Thé
nén, Don Camillo tam khéng co loi phé phan nao danh
cho gi thuong gia. Ong bao Peppone:

“Ta khéng mudn dinh liu chut nao dén viéc nay dau, chi
lam cho n6 rdi ram thém ma thdi. Ti mai ciing vao giod
nay, ta s& sap xép dé cha xt ho dao Torricella qua day
gap anh. Llc ay, ta s& di ngii && anh ty minh ban bac
viéc cua anh véi 6ng ay.”



Giovanni Guareschi | 37

Hai muoi bdn gid sau, Peppone va vi cha xt ho dao
Torricella gap nhau trong phong Iam viéc nha x@. C6 vé
nhu ho da thoa thuan duoc vé muc dich cudc gap véi
nhau vi sau d6 Don Camillo khong nghe noi vé vin dé
tién bac cua Peppone thém lan nao nira. Mot nam sau,
Peppone dic cir vao Thuong Vién. Va ciing tir d6, Don
Camillo khong ngét bi quay nhiéu bai mot tha ma quy
khdng biét tir dau xuat hién.

Con quy v6 hinh nay ct lién tuc ri vao tai Don Camillo:
“Peppone 1a mot ké vo on. Chi c6 mot ngudi ban tot nhu
cha mai san sang bo cong bo viéc lan 16i 1én dén tan
Rome lanh tién thuong thay cho hian. Pé dén dap lai
nghia cir d6, han ta di lam gi? Ngay khi vira dac ctr han
da cong khai phat biéu nhitng loi khich dong o giira
quang truong cong cong.”

Mot trich doan trong bai phat biéu ctia Peppone di khién
Don Camillo v6 cung kho chiu. Trong lac huénh hoang
vé chién thing bau cir ciia minh, Peppone da am chi mot
cach day &c y khi néi vé “mét vi tu si ndo dé da vdn
dung moi mdnh khée dao dirc gid dé hong ngan can cuge
chién thang long troi |6 dat cia nhan dan, mét vi tu si
ma tét nhat nén giao cho dng ta cong viéc kéo chubng
nha the néu qua thdt 6ng ta thanh thao véi cong viéc
Nay.” Tat nhién 1a dé tra diia, Don Camillo di nghi dén
viéc huych toet cau chuyén Peppone da bi mat mua cugc
va trang cuoc mot s tién 16n ngay nao.

Trong sudt hai nam troi, vi cha x& quay quét voi ¥ dinh
nén hay khong nén tra thi Peppone bang céch nay.
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Don Camillo vira ¢6 y s& loai bo vinh vién cau chuyén ra
khoi dau 6¢c minh thi 6ng chot nhin thdy mot tim bich
chwong vira méi dan trén tudng. Va mot cach ngau
nhién, tén tudi cia anh thuong gia ndi tiéng no dang
cuing ldc bi vudng vao mét vu tai tiéng vé tién bac. Khi
vu tai tiéng tién bac 1én dén cao diém cua lan song du
luan thi ngay lap tac Peppone bat dau tin cong anh
thuong gia khong mot chat thuong x6t. Trong 101 budc
t6i cia minh, han am chi “mot s6 tu si giao hoat, vi su
quyén rii ciia dong tién, di khong ngan ngai bat tay voi
ké lira dao khét tiéng 4y dé boc 16t dén tan xuong tuy
ddng tién kiém duogc nho lao dong cuc khd caa nhiing tin
db trong gi&o hat ciia minh.”

Loi budc toi trang trao nay da vuot qua suc chiu dung
caa Don Camillo va 6ng quyét dinh s€ cho n6 mét qua
bom cua riéng minh.

*k*k

Peppone rat thuong hay vé lang. Bay gio han di 1a mot
con ngudi khéc hoan toan. Tay xéach cap dung day céac
gidy to, tai lieu thudc dang cip qudc gia, tudng di tudng
dang ra dang mot nhan vat quan trong, khuén mat luc
nao ciing ddm chiéu suy nghi nhu thé stc nang cia van
ménh thé gioi dang d¢ nang 1én doi vai ciia han. Gap dan
dia phuong, han chi lo dang chao hoi. Han con gieo ric
su S¢ hai ¢ ngay trong hang ngi cac dong chi caa minh.
Hé& c6 ai dén trao doi v6i han mot van dé gi thi y nhu
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rang, han noi ra vé nghiém trong: “T6i s& dem van dé
nay lén Rome.” Thuong xuyén trang phuc trong nhirng
bo Vét téi mau, 40 ngoai nit cai chéo, mil ni truyén thong
va khéng bao gio thiéu cai ca vat trén cd. Noi dung tim
bich chuong c6 rat nhiéu 16i chinh ta, nhung vi c4 tinh
manh mé& cua Peppone di khién moi nguoi o di va di
nhién khong ai ddm dem nhitng sai s6t iy ra 1am tro dua.

Don Camillo lang ling thi hanh ké hoach ciia minh. Mot
dém 6ng theo sat Peppone dén tan trude cira nha han vao
luc 11 gio.

Trong luc Peppone dé chia khda vao 6 va mg khda, Don
Camillo noi:

“Xin 16i 6ng, 6ng c6 phai la mot trong nhitng con chién
nghéo kho vo toi bi bon tu si gido hoat cau két véi tén
lra d4o khon kiép 16t sach 1ong khong?”

Khi 4y, Peppone da bat khda, canh cira mo toang va han
khong con lya chon nao khac ngoai viéc dé yén cho Don
Camillo buéc vao. Ngay lap tic, Don Camillo di thing
vao vén dé.

Ong tiép tuc nai:

“Pong chi Thugng Nghi Si nay, bay gid 1a dén phién ta
di nudc co phan phao nhé. Mot khi ta huych toet moi
chuyén, dong chi sé& tro thanh maot thang hé cho ca nuéc
chang kién. Hay chd xem nhiing cir tri ciia ddng chi v
I& ra rang dong chi da doi lira ca s thué 1an dang Cong
san cua dong chi vé vy tring cuoc tién thuong. Chua hét,
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ddng chi con lra déi ho thém mat lan nira bang cach
dem muoi triéu trang thuong iy 1am an véi céi tén toi
pham hra dao, cai tén ma ddng chi ting cao giong 18n an
Ia mot trong nhirng ké thu cua nhan dan!”

Peppone udn nguc ra vé thach thuc.

“T6i s& kién ong ra tda vé toi phi bang, bdi nho! Ong
chang c6 gi dé chitng minh nhitng diéu éng vira ndi ca.”

“Ta c6 du bang chiing cho toan bo cau chuyén. Tén cua
anh nam trong cac van kién hd so cta ga thuong gia do.
Gé tra tién 10i dinh ky cho anh bang nhiing to ngan phiéu
va ta ¢6 du s6 cua nhiing to ngan phiéu dé.”

Peppone dua tay gat nhiing giot mo hdi bat ngy dong
trén tran.

“Cha chua bao gio gio trd ban thiu nhu thé nay vai ti
cal”

Don Camillo ngdi xudng, mac tui lay xi ga ra cham la.

“Pay khong phai 1a mot tro ban thiu. N6 1a cau tra loi
cho nhiing gi anh huénh hoang trén tam bich chuong
ngoai kia.”

Peppone danh budng xudi. Han cai toac 40 khoac ngoai,
ném no 1&n mat ghé sofa va dua tay ndi long chiéc ca vat
trén c6. Roi hin ngdi xudng ngay truéc mat Don
Camillo.

Han n6i nhu rén ri:
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“Cha khong can phai tra diia 1am gi. Toéi dd mat sach
khéng con mot xu.”

“Nhung anh ciing d3 kip thu vé nhitng mén tién loi
khong 16 trong hai nam qua, nén bay gio anh cd mat
trang thi cling coi nhu hué von ma.”

Peppone cam thiy minh khong con 16i thoat than, nén
trong luc tuyét vong da budt miéng:

“Cha oi, ba triéu dong giai quyét viéc nay duoc khong?”

“Nay dong chi, anh khéng cé quyén si nhuc ta véi loi dé
nghi d6 nhé. Anh phai tén hon thé nhiéu diy.”

Ong rat tai 14y ra mot to bdo, mé rong trén ban roi lay
tay chi vao mot bai béo ¢ trang sau:

“Xem déy, ngai Thuong Nghi Si. Moi ngudi déu biét
chuyén gi dang xay ra. Ngai da dugc giao mot nhiém vu
quan trong la chon lay muoi dong chi xtmg dang nhat dé
cling véi ngai lam mot chuyén viéng tham mién phi dén
dat nuéc Lién Xd. Bon ta s& khéng tim cach can tro
chuyén di nay ctia ngai. Nhung ngay khi ngai vira dit
chén 1én may bay, ¢ day ta s€ cho tha con meo ra khoi
thi. S& vui thém biét bao khi cac dong chi linh dao dang
ctia ngai phai thap phan é ché béi réi.”

Peppone khong thét duoc mot 1oi. Pa tirng biét rd con
ngudi Don Camillo, hin hiéu rang 6ng ta ndi thé nao la
lam thé 4y. Dang diéu budn rau 4o no cua han khién vi
tu s cam thiy thuong hai.



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 42

“Nay ddng chi, hiy coi nhu ddng chi di bi loai roi.
Khéng thé nao khac, trir phi...”

Nghe thé, Peppone voi ngimg dau 1én:
“Tru phi lam sao?”

Hét strc binh tinh, Don Camillo tir tén giai thich phuong
cach duy nhat ma Peppone c6 thé thoat khoi sy nhuc nha
dang cho doi han. Peppone cham chi nghe, quai ham Iun
xudng.

Khi vi tu si dat 10, han kéu Ién:
“Thua cha, cha dang dua day chi?”

“Khong phai chuyén dé dua. Phai lam nhu thé hoic tiéu
tung thoi.”

“Cha dién rdi!” vira n6i Peppone vira nhay dung lén.
“Pién hoan toan khong c6 thuoc chira roi!”

“Chinh x4c 14 nhu vay, ddng chi a! D6 1a 1y do dong chi
phai suy nghi k¥ cang truéc khi lac dau tir chdi. Nguoi
dién thi c6 thé nguy hiém lam d6 nhé! Ta cho anh dén tdi
ngay mai la han chét.”

Hai ngay sau, Don Camillo dén gip vi Giam Muc gia.
Ong nay kién nhin ngdi lang nghe Don Camillo ké hét
dau dudi cau chuyén.

Cudi cung, vi Giam Muyc gia cat van:
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“P6 1a tit ca cu chuyén a? Ta nghi chi can Ién ndi nghi
ngoi vai ngay thi con s€ binh tdm quén hét moi chuyén
thoi ma.”

Don Camillo lic dau.

“Thua Dtc Cha, con da can nhac hét 16i. Day 1a mot co
hoi s& khdng bao gio co duoc lan thir hai. Hai tuan 18
duoc tiép xuc tryc tiép véi mot nhom nhimg nguoi Cong
san nhiét thanh nhat va con duoc gap g nhitng ngudi
Ngal...”

Vi Giam Muc nhin Don Camillo bing con miét kinh
ngac:

“Ai nhét nhitng y tedng nay vao oc con vay?”

“Khong ai hét thua Ptic Cha. Chlng tu tim dén véi con.
Biét dau diy d6 chang phai 12 y muén cua Thién Chua.”

Vi Giam Muc 1am bam:

“Ta khong thé nao tin duoc. Nhung thoi, con dd nhat
quyét véi ké hoach ciia minh va muén ta dé cho con ling
ling thi hanh ma khdng cho bt cir mét ai dugc biét. Gia
St nhu con bi nguoi ta kham pha ra thi sao?”

“Ho s& khong bao gio kham pha ra téng tich cta con
duoc dau, con bao dam véi Dac Cha. Con sé& 1am hét sac
dé giau biét ban than. Gia trang quan &o bén ngoai khong
kho bang che day cho ky dugc khudn mau suy nghi vén
ca biét cia minh. Lam dugc viéc nay la s€ thanh cong.
NOi cach khac, con phai lam sao suy nghi nhu mt nguoi
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Cong san, sic mat biéu 1o bén ngoai cung giong diéu 10i
noi phai lam sao cho phu hop vai cach biéu 16 cua mot
nguoi Cong san.”

Vi Giam Muc dong nhe cay gay trén tay ngai xubng cai
buc dé chan.

“That 13 hét strc khung dién, con a!”
Don Camillo té vé dong y:

“Vang, thua Buac Cha!”

“Con c6 thé vé dugc roi day!”

Don Camillo bén quy xubng va vi Giam Muc dit ban tay
khdng cam gay 1én dau vira cli xuong cua ong ta.

Vi Gidm Muc, ngudc hai mat Ién troi:
“Xin Chiia & cting con, dong chi Camillo!”

Ngai néi véi mot giong thi tham dén ndi Don Camillo
khong nghe duoc vi Giam Muyc néi gi. Nhung Thién
Chua nghe khéng thiéu mét chit nao.
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DON CAMILLO GIA DANG

“Xin chao ngai Thuong Nghi Si,”

Mot nguoi phu nir dang lau chui san nha tro nhanh nhau
cat tieng chao hoi.

“Xin kinh chao dong chi,”

Ngudi giao sira vira hoan thanh cong viéc budi sang cua
minh can trong nho nhe mét cau chao.

“Chao anh chang ngdc nghéch toi nghiép,” mot ga dan

ong tudng ta cao lén ding ngay gitra 16i di bo trén via he
nhu thé dang cho cho Peppone budc ngang qua.
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Han khong budn ha ¢ tra 1oi, chi liy tay ddy ga cao lén
qua mot bén roi tiép tuc bude di. Khong gian 1a Rome,
vao lic 9 gio sang. C6 may khong 16 cua thu do dang
cham chap khoi dong va con ngai ngu roi rét dau do co
vé nhu van chua chiu nhuong chd cho nét tuoi tinh cua
mot khéng khi mua thu ém dju.

“Chao anh chang ngdc nghéch toi nghiép,” gi cao 16n
cat 11 chao hoi 1an nira, nhung giong diéu da co vé diu
dang, than thién hon. Mot ngay dep tuyét di bat dau o
khip noi. Swong mu dang dan dan tan lodng trén nhing
canh dong vira cay ai xong xubi; vai giot swong con
dong lai trén nhirng 14 co6 ba 14, trén nhitng day nho nang
chiu trai nho ngot ngao vira chin t&i, an hién dudi nhiing
chiéc 1a dang bién sang mau d6 nhat.

Peppone lau bau trong miéng cu tra 16i. Ké thu caa hén
ctr phai tim cach phuc kich hin mdi budi sang ¢ truéc
ctra khu nha tro dé roi lan truyén di khip lang véi nhitng
tin tac goi 1a moi nhat vé hin u? Dé Iy lai binh tinh,
Peppone cham mat diéu thudc.

“Phai day!”, g cao 16n chua budng tha hian. “Xi-ga la
that bai ngay. Dan thanh phd von khong thich nhiing thir
gi nang mui. Ba chi nha tro ma nhin thay trén goc miéng
ngai mau xi-ga thi cac vi thuong nghi si s& mat hét vé
ton kinh véi ba ta day. Du sao thi ba ta ciing 1a mot
nguoi phu nit d& mén phai khong? Ngai di to ra rat khon
ngoan khi bao ba 4y ngai 1a mot nguoi thude canh “doc
lap”. Néu ba ta kham pha ra tong tich Cong san cua ngai
thi chang biét thé nao nira.”
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Peppone VAt diéu thudc trén tay di roi thao long ca vat.
“Phai, ta biét trudc day ngai luén cam thay thoai mai véi
40 so mi coi phanh nguc va chiéc khian mu xoa cot vong
quanh cb. Nhung mot Thuong Nghi ST khong thé an mac
gidng mot ga nha qué cuc mich. Ngai bay gio da 1a mot
6ng 16n rdi, trén ban gidy cia ngai con cé dién thoai va
san phong thi 16t bang d4 hoa nita day.”

Peppone liéc nhin ddng hd deo tay.

Van céi giong bam sét han ¢ phia sau:

“Khong viéc gi phai lo lang. Ngai di 1am rét tot viéc cua
minh. Ngai cho thay kha nang phan xét sic bén va chinh
xé&c trong viéc lya chon cac dai biéu tham du phai doan
viéng tham Lién X0 sap toi. Chi con thiéu mot cai tén
trong danh sach ma thoi.”

Peppone bo mii xubng, lau md hoi dang chay dam dia
trén tran.

“Tat ca 1a do cai gi dau co Ay ma ra. Ta uéc gi minh
khong bao gio gap ga.”

Giong ké @i thoai véi hian vang 1én, mang theo vé
thuong hai thuc su:

“Nghe day, anh ban a! Anh khdng nhét thiét phai dinh
liu gi dén viéc nay dau. Tai sao phai mua lay rac roi lam
gi? Anh c6 thé budng bo hét roi vé nha véi vo con ma.”

Peppone rén ri:
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“Khong budng bé duogc dau!”

“Vay thi xin tam biét ngai va hen ngay mai. Xin Chua
phu h¢ cho ngai!”

Ho da di dén tram dumng xe buyt. Peppone dung nhin ké
thi quen thudc caa hin budce di rdi bién mat trong dam
dong. Ong ta ¢ bat bugc phai di theo am hin mdi budi
sang vai nhitng hoi uc cua quéa khi, cia nhitng ngay han
tuy khéng cao sang danh vong gi nhung hanh phuc hon;
va dé ché nhao han véi tiéng goi hét sirc quyén rii “vui
dau cho bang mai nha”?

Trén xe buyt, Peppone ngdi dbi dién véi mot nguoi dang
doc to bdo ngay cua dang Cong san La Unita del Popolo
dugc ma rong trude mit, to bao duoc gilt ngay ngan nhu
thé da dwoc long trong mot cai khung gb. Peppone
khong nhin thay dwoc mit miii cia nguoi khach dong
hanh, nhung cai diéu bo vira kéch codm vira khiéu khich
cua anh ta khién hin tin rang dang 1a mét thiang ngéc
nhu con Ira. “Mdi dang vién phdi deo huy hiéu dang
trén nguc do, nhung phé truong né mot cach hom hinh,
khoe khoang la di ngwoc Véi 1é thirong.” Hoi d6, chinh
Peppone da ting ra lénh nhu thé khi mot ké nao d6 choi
trd ha cip véi con cho caa han, con Sét. Linh muc Don
Camillo d3 qué trach han khi doan ruéc thanh thé di
ngang qua ma hian khong chiu nga mi. Dé dap lai,
Peppone da c¢6 nhiting 1oi 1€ xuc pham. Sau vu do6 it lau,
con cho Sét cua Peppone bi mot ai d6 cao sach 16ng, chi
chira lai phan moéng da dugc xén theo hinh bua va ludi
liém, biéu tuong cia dang Cong san. Tir d6, mdi 1an Don
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Camillo thdy con chd, 6ng ta bén gi¢ mii nhu thé gia vo
ton trong biéu tuong trén dit con cho.

Peppone ngdi ngim nghi. “P6 13 nhimg ngdy ma ngudi
ta khéng vi nhiing khac biét chinh tri ma tré nén cay
dang vai nhau. Nhitng ngay 4y, mot tran cuoi hao sang
du dé xoa tan moi hiém khich trong cac méi quan hé va
hitu hiéu hon bat cir nhirng tranh céi gay gét nao.”

Nguoi hanh khach dn mic binh thuong ngdi truéc mat
Peppone ha thap td bao dang cam trén tay xudng. Nhin
khudn mat cua 6ng ta, Peppone phai ty thi nhan trong
6ng ta khdng gidng mot ga con hra ngu ngde chit nao.
D61 mét khéng ¢6 mot chat biéu cam gi vi bi che bai mot
I6p kinh day com. Ong ta khodc mét b trang phuc binh
thudng mau hoi nhat, trén dau 1 cai mil xam trong con
binh thudng hon nita. Cha hiéu sao, Peppone c¢6 cam
trong 6ng nay 1a mot ngudi kha kho chiu, thé nén hin
buc boi v6 cing khi thay 6ng ta ciing dang xudng cng
mot tram xe nhu minh.

Ong ta hoi han:

“Thua 6ng, 6ng cé thé chi cho toi duong téi...?”
Hén la to:

“Tbi san long chi cho 6ng duong téi hoa nguc,”
Nguoi dan 6ng binh tinh dap:

"’

“Vang, chinh xac d6 1a noi t6i muon hoi 6ng
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Peppone bo di thing, ngu:cn dan ong bam theo bén got.
Nam phut sau, éng ta ngdi xudng Cung mot ban voi
Peppone trong mot quéan ca phé nho vang khach. Chi sau
khi d3 xoa diu con byc tac caa minh biang mét ly kem
day hu, han méi tir tir kiém soat dugc minh dé bat dau
cude ddi thoai vai ké ngdi ciing ban.

Hén néi nhu chi thi:
“Trd dua nham cua ong di di qua xa roi day!”
“Chang xa ti nao dau. P6 mai chi la bat dau thoi.”

“Ong khong hé mong doi t6i xem céi trd dua nay mot
viéc nghiém chinh, dng khong?”

“Ta khong chi mong doi nhu vay; ta yéu cau anh phai

',’

xem né nhu vay!
“Nao, Don Camillo...”

“Goi ta 1a dong chi Tarrocci...” Don Camillo 13y tir
trong tdi ra quyén s6 thong hanh. “Xem day nay, rd rang
trén gidy trang muc den: “Camillo Tarocci tho in”

Peppone lat qua lat lai quyén sé thdng hanh trén tay, vé
mat 16 r6 nét khinh bi:

“Tén gia, gidy théng hanh gia, mau sic gia nt.”

“Khong dau ddng chi &, gidy thdng hanh nay Ia gidy that
d6. No dugc cap cho mot nguoi tén Camillo Tarocci, thg

in va nhin ki xem khuén mit nay giéng hét nhu khuon
mit caa ta. Néu anh khong tin 10i ta noi thi hay nhin



Giovanni Guareschi | 51

thém cai nay nita.” Chia ra mét to gidy khéc, 6ng ta giai
thich: “P4y la tdm thé dang vién dang Cong san duoc
cap cho Camillo Tarocci. Tat ca déu la gidy to thuc va
dung v6i moi luat 18.”. Roi khong dé cho Peppone kip
ngét loi minh, 6ng ta néi tiép: “Chang cé gi ngac nhién &
day ca. Mot sé dong chi c6 vé khong nhu bé ngoai cua
ho. Va bai vi Tarocci la mot dang vién sang chdi trong
chi bo cua anh ta nén anh chi viéc viét thu yéu cau anh ta
dé cir khoang nira ta ngudi xting dang dugc thép ting
anh trong chuyén di sap t6i. Sau d6 di nhién 1a anh s&
chon Tarocci trong s6 d6. Roi trong ldc Tarocci vé ndng
thdn nghi phép 2 tuan thi ta s& di véi anh. O Nga, ta s&
cb ghi nhé moi chuyén dé khi vé ké lai cho anh ta nghe.”

Pén ldc nay ¢ vé nhu Peppone da dén gisi han cua su
tu kém che:

“T6i khong biét ma ciing chang quan tam liéu dia nguc
c0 that hay khong, nhung gia nhu nd c6 that thi d6 chinh
1a noi 6ng dang lao dau dén day.”

“Vay thi ching ta sé& lai gip nhau & kiép sau, dong chi
a!”

Va bay gio la luc moi phong thu, git gin cua Peppone da
sup d6. Han mét moi néi:

“Cha 4, ha c& gi cha ctr nhat quyét muén hay diét t6i cho
bang duogc?”

“Khong ai mubn hity diét anh lam gi, dong chi oi. Su c6
mat cua ta trong phai doan tham viéng nuéc Nga sé
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khéng c6 mot anh huong nao dén chinh tinh nuéc Nga
hét. Nhimg diéu hay tét thi van cir hay tdt, nhitng diéu
Xau té thi van ctr xau té bat ké ta c6 mat & d6 hay khong.
Vay thi sao anh lai lo s d&én nhu vay? Hay la anh so
rang nudc Nga khong phai 1a thién duong ha gisi cua
giai cAp cong nhan nhu gudng may tuyén truyén cua cac
anh hang réu rao?”

Peppone chi nhdn vai khéng tra 16i. Don Camillo ndi
tiep:

“N6i that, diéu ta quan tam 1a hy vong né khdng té nhu
béo chi cua bon ta da tirng vé voi vé nd!”

Peppone mia mai kéu Ién:

“Thiét 1a mot nguoi co cbng tam. Cha to ra c6 con mat
khach quan va vo tu lam day!”

Don Camillo dép tra:

“Ta khong vo tu chut nao dau. Ta thuc sy mudn nguoi
Nga dugc no am hanh phuc. Chi ¢6 vay mai gitt duoc ho
¢ nha ma an hudng thay vi di quay ray nguoi khac.”

**k%k

Mbt tuan 1& sau, ddng chi Camillo Tarocci nhan tin 6ng
ta d3 duoc chon tham du phai doan di thim viéng nudc
Nga. Xéach trén tay mot chiéc va li ré tién, Tarocci dén
trinh dién tai tru s¢ dang Cong san cung vaéi 9 thanh vién
khac cua phai doan. Ngai Thugng Nghi Si da gidi thiéu
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mot vién chic Bang con tré vai phai doan. Trudc khi 1én
duong, anh nay ban hanh mét chi thi coc loc:

“Cac dong chi, chuyén di nay cac dong chi dd c6 mot
nhiém vu rd rang. Nhg ludn lubn phai mé rong tai mit
dé nghe dé nhin, khdng chi vi ban than cac déng chi ma
con cho cac dong chi cua ching ta & nha nira. Khi vé lai
nha, cac dong chi s& phai ké lai cho ca ban bé 1an ké thu
cua ching ta biét vé nhitng thanh tyu k§y thuat va tinh
than yéu chuong hoa binh ciia nha nuéc Lién X6 quang
vinh.”

Trong lac Peppone mat mii nhgt nhat vi lo au, Don
Camillo gio tay xin phat biéu:

“Thua dong chi, that chang dang chiit nao néu ching ta
cat cong di xa nhu vay chi dé khi tre vé ké lai cho ban bé
nghe nhiig diéu ho da ting biét qua rd va ké cho ké thu
nghe nhitng diéu ching da ting nhat quyét khdng chiu
thira nhan. Toi cho rang nhiém vu chinh cua ching ta 1a
lam thé nao truyén dat dén nudc chu nha Lién X6 sy vui
mung va 10ng biét on sau sac cua nhan dan Y vé nhiing
nd luc caa ho nham giai phong thé gisi thoat khoi méi de
doa cua chién tranh.”

Vién can bo Pang tra loi trong miéng:
“Di nhién rdi, ddng chi! Viéc 4y can gi phai noi.”

NOi xong, anh ta bo di, nguc udn ra, trong dang diéu co
vé kho chiu. Peppone to6 ra hung dir véi Don Camillo.
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“Khi mot viéc gi d6 khong can phai ndi c6 nghia I n6
khong can phai dwoc néi ra. Ngoai ra, ong phai an noi
bang mot cung céach to 1ong kinh trong ngudi ma dng
dang néi chuyén véi ho cha. Han 1a 6ng khong biét
nguoi ay 12 ai roi.”

Don Camillo khdng mot chat nao nting, dap lai.

“Q, t6i biét chi. Anh ta 1a mot thanh nién 25 tudi, khi
chién tranh n ra anh ta méi chi 10 tudi. Anh ta chua bao
gio 1&n ndi sat canh véi chdng ta chién dau chdng lai bon
Puc va vi thé anh ta chua bao gid biét chién tranh n6
khung khiép nhu thé nao hoic hiéu duoc tam quan trong
vé tam ly cua chuyén viéng thim nuéc My caa dong chi
Khrushchev dé van dong cho 1y twong hoa binh va giai
trir quan bi.”

“Pdng chi nodi ding 1am!”. Po 1a 16 tan thuong tir dong
chi Nanni Scamoggia, mot con ngudi to 16n dén tir mot
khu vyc cong nhan thuoc hat Trastevere cia Rome. Ong
nay tuéng td vam v, cO vé bat can doi. “Mot khi co
tiéng sung no ra, hiém khi ching ta thay may ong tai to
mit 16n cua Pang 16 dau 16 dién.”

“Tur lGc ndo ma may anh quyén chirc nay bay ra céi tro
quan lieu —, @dng chi Walter Rondella, mot nguoi thudc
tang 16p lao dong ¢ Milan, 18n tiéng hoi. Nhung truéc
khi anh ta kip néi hét cau thi Peppone da xen vao.
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“Chung ta khong dén day dé té chirc mot cudc thao luan.
Néu khdng nhanh chén Ién ching ta sé 16 chuyen xe lira
day.”

N6i xong, hin budc nhanh ra ctra, mat chiéu mét tia nhin
ham huc vé phia Don Camillo, tia nhin mang mot cuong
lyc du dé 1at nguoc ca mot toa nha choc troi. Nhung 6ng
nay van gitr nguyén mot vé mat lanh ling dién hinh cua
mot dong chi ma cho di troi xdy dat xam c¢& nao van
triét dé tuan hanh moi chi thi caa Dang.

**kk

Trén xe ltra, mbi ban tam 16n nhat cua Peppone 1a khong
bao gio duoc roi mat khoi moi nhat cir nhit dong cua
ddng chi Camillo Tarocci v cuing hiém &c. Han ngdi doi
dién véi Tarocci dé kip thoi chan 6ng nay lai néu can
thiét. Nhung dong chi Camillo Tarocci ¢6 vé nhu khong
c¢6 y dinh tao nén mot ric réi nao khac. Ong ta lay trong
tli ra mot quyén sach co tdm bia boc mau do trén d6 in
dau moc huy hiéu bda liém va bang mot nét mit tro tro
nhu gd da, 6ng ta bat ddu dam hon vao nhiing trang sach
truéc mat. Chi thinh thoang, dong chi Tarocci ngudc mat
lén lo dang ngam nhin nhitng canh dong, lang mac dang
luét qua bén ngoai. Cudi cing, dng ta gap quyén sach lai
va bo vao tui. Peppone ra vé san don:

“Cubdn sach han phai hap dan lam nhi!”

Don Camillo dap lai:
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“Tuyét voi! d6 la mot tap hop nhing trich doan cua
Lénin.” Ong ta dua quyén sach cho Peppone nhu mot dé
nghi kiém chimg. “Chi hiém mét ndi sach viét bang tiéng
Phap. Nhung t6i sdn sang dich lai cho ddng chi nghe
doan nao dong chi mudn doc.”

“Théi duge, cam on dong chil”. N6i xong, Peppone dua
tra lai quyén sach cho chu nhan.

Han can than dao mat nhin chung quanh va thé mot hoi
nhe nhdm khi thiy cac thanh vién trong phai doan cua
minh hodc dang ngui nga ngu gat hoac cham chu vao
nhitng tap chi bang tranh minh hoa. Khong ai dé y thay
rang bén ngoai tim bia d6 mang hang chir bang tiéng
Phép, Pensées de Lénine (Tw tuong cua Lenin), quyén
sach ay lai 1a sach kinh nhat tung bang tiéng La-Tinh.

O tram dirng dau tién, mot sé thanh vién budc xubng toa.
Pdng chi Scamoggia quay lai vi mot chai ruou vang,
con ddng chi Rondella thi cam theo mét phu trang cua to
nhat bao phat hanh vao budi chiéu, vira liéc nhin to bao
anh ta vira lac dau t6 vé chan nan. O trén mat trugc cua
t> bdo 1a nhiing bac hinh ngdy cudi cing cua
Khrushchev ¢ nuéc M§ va nhu thuong 1€, mot dam dong
dang mim cuoi vay quanh ong ta.

“T6i khong hiéu 16 ¥ nghia ctia nhitng hoat canh nay,
nhung thay ong ta tuoi cuoi gitta cai dam mat ngd ngan
miéng toe toét nhu thé nay thi t& khéng thé nao chiu

Al

no1.
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Don Camillo bao:

“Chinh tri lién quan dén tri 6¢, khéng phai cam xuc. Lién
bang X6 Viét di truong Ky tranh dau dé dat cho duoc
mot thé giéi séng chung hoa binh. Bon Tu Ban ¢6 vii
cho cudc chién tranh lanh ching c6 loi 16¢ gi nhiéu dé
vui suéng ca. Cudc chién tranh lanh cham dut ciing c6
nghia l1a tham hoa cho bon ching ma thoi.”

Nhung Rondella mang trong minh dong mau budng binh
dién hinh caa mot cdng nhan xa Milan.

“P3 danh la vy nhung té hoan toan cd quyén néi rang
tG thi bon tu ban va td tha chét hon 1a phai ding cudi
cot véi bon chang.”

“Pong chi hoan toan c6 quyén noéi nhimng gi déng chi
mubn n6i. Nhung dimg néi diéu dy ra véi ching toi; hay
noi cho Khrushchev nghe thi hon. Vao luc ching ta dat
chan dén Moscow thi dng ta s& & dé. Pdng chi co6 thé
yéu cau gap va noi thang vao mit oéng ta: “Dong chi
Khrushchev ndy, déng chi di sai duong roi.”

Don Camillo ranh manh nhu mét mat vién Cong san
ranh manh nhat. Khuon mat ddng chi Rondella xam ngjt
lai.

Anh ta phan dbi:

“Pong chi khong hiéu hodc ddng chi khdng thé hiéu
dugc y cua tdi. Néu t6i duoc giao nhiém vu boén phan



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 58

cho canh ddng, toi s& lam viéc d6. Nhung khong ai co
thé budc toi phai n6i rang dam phan ay c¢6 mui thom.”
Don Camillo 6n ton noi:

“Pong chi a! Toi biét ddng chi da timg 12 mot chién si du
kich. Vay khi dugc Iénh thi hanh mot nhiém vu nguy
hiém, dong chi s& lam gi?”

“Téi thi hanh 1énh khdng mét thiac mac.”

“Podng chi c6 bao céc chién hitu cia minh rang déng chi
khong thé nao chiu dung duoc cai y tuwéng phai mao
hiém mang song cua minh?”’

“Di nhién la khong. Nhung hai cau chuyén cé lién quan
gi khong?”

“Pong chi nay, chién tranh 1a chién tranh, bat ké troi
néng hay lanh. Va mot nguoi chién dau cho mot ly
tuong chan chinh khdng thé luc nao cling c6 thé thoa
mén y riéng cua minh.”

Peppone can thiép:

“Bo chuyén d6 di thoi, dong chi Rondella. Ching ta s&
déen mot xir s6 ma ¢ d6 chang hé cd mot ga tu ban nao dé
dong chi nhin thay ca. Biéu d6 1a chac chan roi.”

Rondella thd nhan:

“T6i cam thay thoai mai hon khi biét dwoc diéu nay
day!”
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Con ddng chi Scamoggia chém vao:

“Piéu lam t6i khodi nhat Ia trong hai tuan 18 toi ching ta
s& khdng phai nhin thdy mot ong tu si nao hét.”

Don Camillo lac dau.

“Tb6i chang hé quan tdm dén diéu d6 chut nao, dong chi
al O Lién Xé chang phai c6 quyén tu do tin ngudng do6

bh)

sao.
Scamoggia cudi nhao:
“Tu do tin ngudng? Ha ha ha!”

“Pimg cudi nhao nhé! Lién X6 rat nghiém chinh véi cac
quyen tu do nghe!”

“Y @ong chi cho rang ¢ d6 ciing c6 tu si a? Céi giéng dé
tién ay thuc su du kha nang thach thic su diét chung hay
sao?”

“Chung s& tu bién mét di ching nao ma khéng con sy
nghéo d6i va ngu dét. Hai thir Ay 1a thuc pham nudi
dudng dam qua den, dong chi a!”

Nhung Don Camillo t6 ra binh tinh va nghiém chinh hon
bao gid hét.

“Podng chi Thuong Nghi Si, ddng chi biét rd hon t6i rang
& Lién X6 khong hé con hai tha nghéo d6i va ngu dét
nita ma. Néu nhu giai cip tu si con ton tai, c6 thé do 1a vi
ho van duy tri dwgc mot thir quyén luc nio d6 ma nha
nudc hién nay chua thé kiém soat duoc.”
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Scamoggia la to:

“Ho c6 gi nao? Chang phai ho ciing duoc tao nén bang
xuong bang thit, nhu ching ta?”

Peppone cling hét to khong kém:

“Khéng, chiing 1a cin ba cua trai dat ndy. Chang 1a mot
bay nhitng tén ngu dét dao duc gia, bon téng tién, bon n
cap va sat nhan! Ngay dén rin rit doc dia nhu thé ma con
biét né khong dam cin bon tu si vi so bi can lai, vi so
noc doc cua chung.”

“Pong chi Thuong Nghi ST di qué nhiét tinh day nhé! Sy
qua khich caa déng chi chic han cé nhiing nguyén do ca
nhan. N6i cho tdi biét nao, da c6 vi tu si ndo lam hai anh
khong?”

Peppone cu lai:

“Chi cai anh tu si chua dugc sinh ra méi ¢é thé 1am hai
duoc t61 thoi”

“Thé con dng linh muc rira téi cho dong chi?”
“Khi ay t6i méi chi mai mot ngay tudi.”

Don Camillo can van:

“Con ong linh muc 1am phép cuédi cho ddng chi?”
Scamoggia cuoi 16n, chen vao:

“Thoi sép a, dung tranh luan véi dong chi nay nira. Anh
ta la kiéu nguoi ché soi toc ra lam tu lam tam theo 10i
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bién chimg dé bao dam minh ludn 1 nguoi ¢ tiéng noi
sau cung.”

Quay qua Don Camillo, ga n6i tiép:

“Pong chi, nhimg suy nghi cua dong chi chang khac gi
Vi nhitg suy nghi cta t6i ca. Thém nira, ddng chi biét
rd minh néi cai gi va ciing ghét cay ghét ding bon tu si
gidng nhu t6i vay.”

No6i xong, gi rét ruou vang vao may céi ly gidy va dé
nghi nang ly:

“Hoan ho Lién bang X6 Viét!”

Pdng chi Rondella phu hoa:

“Pa dao bon tu ban!”

Peppone gam Ién, mat nhin thiang vao Don Camillo:
“Giét hét bon tu si!”

Trong luc Don Camillo nang ly 6ng ta da ngam ngam
tang Peppone mot ¢t da dich dang vao dng quyén.

**k*k

Khi xe lira dén bién gigi thi troi da nira dém. Vang trang
tron vanh vanh phu day maot thir 4nh sang diu dang 1én
trén nhitng ngdi nha nam lot thom gita mot ving ring
ndi. Thinh thoang, khach I hanh c6 thé thap thoang thay
ving binh nguyén phia dudi, véi nhiing con sbéng vat
ngang qua nhu nhitng dai bang va nhitng thanh phé trong
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nhu nhiing cum dén dang phat ra anh sang 14p lanh. Don
Camillo dieng & mot goc cia s khu hanh lang, miéng
bap bap xi-ga va thuong thic canh vat. Peppone dén
dung bén canh, sau khi nhin bén ngoai mét ldc, han tho
ra mot hoi that dai.

“Mudn néi gi thi n6i cha khi mot ngudi sip sta ra khoi
dat nude ciia minh bong nhién anh ta thay dat nugc minh
xinh dep biét bao.”

“Pong chi dang tha minh chim dam trong mét thir chii
nghia qudc gia day ap nhing luan diéu 15i thoi, lac hau.
bung quén rang dat nude minh ciing 1a thé gisi day.”

“Vay thi tai sao lai c6 nhiéu tén khing toi nghiép ctr
khang khang doi di 1én cho dugc mét trang?”

“Xin 15i dong chi, dot nhién t6i bi chia tri nén toi khong
nghe dugc cau hoi ciia dong chi.”

Peppone 1am bam.

“U'thi 6ng khong nghe duoc ciu hoi cua toi!”
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CHIEN DICH RONDELLA

Tai mot phi treong ¢ Bong Btrc, phai doan cia Peppone
da 1én mot chiéc may bay nho 3 dong co ma am thanh
ctia n6 am 1 dén ndi khong ai nghe duoc ai noéi gi. Pong
chi Don Camillo budc phai im ling va dong chi Peppone
tam thoi dugc huong mot chat an tinh cua thm hon. Du
vay, llc nao han ciing canh giac vi Don Camillo c6 thé
gay nguy hiém ca trong luc dng ta im lang. Hién tai, 6ng
ta thu gon cac hoat dong chdng Cong ctia minh vao viéc
cham chu nghién ngim céc trich doan trong tac pham
ctia Lenin. Do d6, Peppone ching c¢o 1y do gi dé lo ling
cho d@én khi vi linh myc khép quyén séch lai va dung mot
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ban tay dap vao tran nhu thé vira c6 mot y tuong séang
choi nao do 16e 1én trong dau. Nhung ong ciing da nhanh
chéng stra dong tac gy bao dong ndy bang cach chuyén
ban tay qua vudt nhe mai toc rdi dua xudng phui 16p bui
bam trén ve 4o khoAc.

Peppone thd ra mot hoi nhe kém tiéng 1am bam “Amen”
dé giai toa bst nhitng e ché dang d¢ nang 16ng nguc.
Chiéc may bay ciing tir tir ha thap d6 cao dé san sang ha
canh trén manh dat Xo Viét.

“Chua o1, ng6i nha tho nho bé ctia con duong nhu da tro
nén xa x6i lam roi!” Don Camillo nghi tham trong dau
khi budc xuoéng bac thang may bay.

Puac Chla tran an vi linh muc: “Nhung Thién dang thi lai
rat gan day, con a!”

Don Camillo ty tran tinh va trg lai voi vai tro dong chi
Tarocci. Ong ta long trong néi véi Peppone:”Nay dong
chi, dong chi khdng cam thay mot théi thiic nao do budc
ddng chi phai cui xuéng nhat 1dy mot miéng dat thiéng
liéng nay va hon n6 sao?”

Peppone rit cau tra 10i gitta hai ham rang nghién chat:

“C6 chir, va sau d6 thi nhét nd vao co hong cua dong chi
luén!”

Sy ¢6 mit ciia phai doan tham viéng da dugc théng béo
va mot c6 gai budc dén don tiep ho, theo sau la mot
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ngudi mic chiéc 40 mwa nhat mau, vat sau cua 4o bay
phan phat

Co gai vui vé cat tiéng:

“Xin chao mumg cac ddng chi! Toéi tén la Nadia
Petrovna, s& lam nhiém vy thdng dich cho cac ddng chi
va day la ddng chi Yenka Oregov thudc vin phong du
lich cua Nha nuée.”

Cd gai n6i mot thir tiéng Y that luu loat, néu khdng phai
anh nhin day khudn phép va b trang phuc cang nhic thi
tréng co ta chang khac gi mot ngudi con gai thuong thay
dén tir phan thé giGi cua ching ta.

Peppone gigi thiéu vé minh, vé thanh phan phai doan
tham dy va sau mot loat moi ngudi bét tay nhau thi dén
phién vién chic vin phong du lich doc mét bai dién vin
ngan chao mirng moi ngudi trén danh nghia nhiing anh
em dong chi X& Viét, nhiing chién hiru dau tranh vi ty
do, cdng bing x& hoi va vi hoa binh. Anh ta c6 déng
ngudi cao 16n, khoang 40 tudi, dau cao troc, cam vuéng,
moi mong, d6i mét 140 lién va co to cuc mich. Chiéc 4o
mua pha dai dén tan mat ca chan, trong anh ta c6 phong
thai giong hét mot ga cong an. Trong ldc ndi, bap thit
trén mat anh ta khéng mét chat cir dong va cir chi thi
cing ngic nhu gd; néu khong duoc phién dich lai dé
hiéu anh ta n6i gi thi moi nguoi dimg d6 déu cd cam
trong dén giong diéu cia mot vién cong té hon 1a 10i
chao mimng cua dai dién chu nha. Pdng chi Nadia



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 66

Petrovna cling c6 mot di¢u bo cing nhic nhu vay nhung
van c6 chut gi d6 diu hang hon toat ra tir ¢ gai tré.

Pdng chi Nanni Scamoggia nhu bi thdi mién boi co
thong dich vién, mic du cd khdng phai 1a nguoi dep dau
tién anh ta gap duoc trong doi minh. Nanni 28 tudi, mot
ngudi Rome thuan tiy, mai toc den gon séng hoi bong
bay, d6i mét hoi co vé bénh hoan, 1ong mi dai, d6i moi
tréng xoan lai mot cach hét sic cham biém, déi vai rong,
mong hoi nhd va déi ban chan nho nhu chan cua mot vii
cong mua Ballet. Anh ta mic chiéc quan hoi bo, 40 so mi
mau d6 va 4o khoac ngoai bang da den, & mot géc miéng
tré xudng diéu thudc 1a dang hat do. La mot nguoi nira
ctng ran, ntra ¢6 vé lich 1am trai doi, Nanni khong can
mét nhiéu thoi gian dé ching to tinh cach cia minh ciing
nhu kha ning chiéu chuong, 13y 1ong phu nit.

Khi ca nhém di qua san bay, voi Peppone, dong chi
Oregov va dong Nadia Petrovna dan dau, Scamoggia da
lay lai duoc sy luu loat thuong ngay.

Anh ta bao Don Camillo:

“Pong chi ¢6 cdng nhan nang gidng nhu mot qua bom
nguyén tir khong? Dong chi c6 thiy thoa mén do6i con
mat gidng nhu t6i khong?”

“Cé chir,” Don Camillo tra loi ma 1ong tham xin Chua xa
toi. “Khong thay ai xinh dep hon ¢6 nay ca.”

Ong ta ¢b tinh noi 16n dé cho ddng chi Rondella cung
nghe. Qua nhién, anh chang nay mac bay.
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“Co ta dep that,” ga thi nhan. “nhung ¢ nudc minh cling
¢6 nhi¢u nguoi dep nhu thé ma.”

Don Camillo néi:

“0 nude minh, cac cd gai biét cach an mic, trang diém
nén trong rat dep. Nhung thir dua bo quan 4o ma dong
chi Petrovna dang mac cho mot ¢d cua minh mac vao
xem. Trong cd ta s¢ vb cung téi nghiép. C6 gai nay cd
mot nét dep rat c¢6 dién, trong nhu mot con bdp bé
thuong thay trong cac thanh phé ching ta séng. Nhat 1a
& Milan, noi ngudi ta sinh ra 1a da biét hét moi chuyén.”

Rondella phan dbi:

“V6 1y quéa dong chi oi! O Milan c6 nhiing c6 gai dep t6i
mirc ma nguoi ta co thé tuong tugng dugce.”

Scamoggia xen vao:

“Binh tinh nao, dong chi! G nuéc minh c6 rat nhiéu co
gai dep. Pong y! Nhung c¢d nay coé mot vé hét suc dic
biét. T6i khdng thé noi rd rang cai gi dic biét nhung qua
ding 1a nhu vay.”

“Con tiry thudc vao méi truong ma cd géi Ay duoc nudi
dudng nita cha. Hoan canh séng hinh thanh nén con
ngudi, ca nam 1an nir. Pay 1a mot su that co ban, nhung
rat nhiéu nguoi khéng nhan ra duoc diéu do.”

Ddng chi Rondella c6 mot y kién nho nho dinh dua ra,
nhung mot khau Iénh dirng budc bt thinh linh di khién
ddng chi bi cut hing.
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“Kiém tra hai quan,” Peppone thong bdo, lach minh di
nguoc lai nhom nguoi cia minh. Bén bén Don Camillo,
han ghé tai néi thém:

“Téi hy vong dong chi khéng mang theo nhitng thtr 6
thé khién cho ching ta gap ric rbi.”

Don Camillo trdn an han:

“Pong chi a, tdi qua ranh ré duong di nude budc cua thé
gici ma.”

Cuoc kiém tra két thic nhanh chong vi Peppone da
chuan bi viéc nay kha ky lugng. Mdi thanh vién trong
doan déu mang mot loai va li ré tién gidng nhau va tat ca
c4c vat dung bén trong déu ¢ clng trong lugng nhu
nhau. Chi duy nhiat mét cai chai trong va li cua
Scamoggia la gay phién phac. Nhan vién hai quan phai
mé nap, ngiri xem chat gi chira bén trong roi con dua qua
cho ddng chi Petrovna ngui lai.

Co thdng dich vién giai thich:

“Ho mudn biét tai sao dong chi lai mang theo nuéc hoa
danh cho phu ntt,”

Scamoggia tra loi:

“Do6 khong phai 1a nudc hoa, do6 1a loai nudc thom dung
dé thoa sau khi cao rau. O day ho ban loai my pham nao
vay? Xang?”
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MG&i dau co gai dinh tra 1oi, nhung sau khi nhin thay vé
bam tron cua Scamoggia c6 hiéu riang khong d& dang gi
do6i co voi anh ta nén cd khdng ndi gi thém, chi phién
dich phan dau caa cau ddi thoai cho ga hai quan. G& nay
lam bam cau gi khong rd rdi bo cai chai nude thom trd
lai vao va li.

Sau do, co gai giai thich cho Scamoggia:

“0 day chi ¢ con nguyén chat thoi. Bén hai quan ho bao
ddng chi c6 thé gir chai nude thom dé dung cho viéc ca
nhan nhung khong dugc phép ban ra ngoai.”

Khi phai doan ra khoi san bay, Scamoggia dung lai mo
va li. Anh ta noi:

“Xem nao, néu ¢ ddy ngudi ta ding con nguyén chat dé
thoa sau khi cao rau thi t6i ciing s& bat chudc ho ding
con thay vi th nude thom nay duoc cho 1a nudc hoa
danh cho dan ba. Va di nhién t6i phai dua no lai cho mot
ngudi dan ba.”

N6i xong, Scamoggia ddi chai nudc thom vao tay dong
chi Petrovna nhung c6 gai da rut tay lai.

“Bo ddng chi khong phai 1a mot phu nit hay sao?”
Nadia tra loi lap bap:
“D1i nhién, t6i la phu nit”

“Vay thi cd cam ldy di. Téi khong ban dau, hiy xem do6
Ia mon qua cua toi gaoi bieu co.”
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C6 gai c6 vé lung tung, nhung rdi cd cling cam lay chai
nude thom va bo vao trong cai tdi xach van lung lang
trén vai co.

Cubi cuing, ¢6 ciing n6i duoc 1di ndi can thiét:
“Cam on, ddng chi nhé!”
“Khong cé chi, nguoi dep a!”

Pong chi Petrovna cé chiéu mot tia nhin theo 16i quan
liéu ngao man cua mot ké co gi d6 hon nguoi vao ga dan
éng truéc mit nhung cudi cling mit ¢ dé bimg nhu bat
clr mot cd gai tu ban tré tudi nao. CO chay vai 1én dé cho
kip v&i doan ngudi van dang rao budc, trong khi gi
Scamoggia déng va li lai, ¢t mot diéu thudc roi dé nd
vit véo & mot goc miéng trong dang vé hién nhién la rat
thoa man.

Mot chiéc xe buyt da ding cho san, va ca bon leo Ién.
Trong lic Peppone dang nhac va li 1én dé vao hang ké
trén dau thi Don Camillo vd nhe vao vai han, bao:

“Sép oi, han phai c6 sy 1am 13n gi & day sép a! Chiéc va
li t61 dang xéch la cua sép!”

Peppone cam lay thé gan & va li 1én xem va thay qua
thyc no 1a cua minh, han bén 16i céi ¢ trén dau xuong va
nhin thay tén Camillo Tarocci ¢ trén thé.

Don Camillo néi:
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“Chang c6 gi quan trong. Nhu t6i da bao, chi 1a mot su
lam lan.”

Peppone ngdi xudng, dbi dién véi Don Camillo. Khi
chiéc xe bét dau lan banh, bdng mot ¥ nghi chay qua dau
han. Han hoi Don Camillo:

“Vay la khi di qua khu vuc hai quan dé ho kham xét, ti
xéch chiéc va li cua dong chi,”

“V6 tinh thoi, nhung dtng 1a thé!”

“Va ciing ngau nhién ma va li cua ddng chi c6 chira hang
lau trong d6?”

“Q, chang nhiéu nhan gi. Vai tdm hinh céc vi thanh, hinh
duc Gido Hoang va mét it banh thanh.”

Peppone rung minh hét ca ngudi.

Chiéc xe buyt chay ngang qua mot ving dat ménh mang
ctia mot xu so rong 16n. Trén nhimng canh dong mua thu
chi con roi rét lai nhitng mang c6 vang héo, 1i bo gay
gio xwong van cham cha gam nhitng gi ¢ thé gam duoc.
Pong chi Petrovna thong bao rang phai doan s& dén
viéng thim mot xuong ché tao dau may kéo va sau d6 sé
dugc dua vé khach san an com tbi va nghi ngoi qua dém.

Nha méay nam & ving ngoai 6 thanh phé R. Do 1a mot
day nhirng tda nha xay bang xi mang tréng xam xit buon
té dot nhién nhé 1én giira mot khu vuc dong bang chay
dai vé phia Bic.
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“Hinh anh x4u xi nay la san pham cua cai goi 14 ‘nén vin
minh c6ng nghiép’ ma ngudi ta nhin thiy khip noi trén
thé gi6i,” Don Camillo budn b suy nghi mot minh, cam
thiy nhé nhung qua ddi ngdi lang quen thudc & qué nha
xa tit tip noi mbi vién gach timg cin nha déu do ban tay
con ngudi dit xudng, noi ngudi va vat két chat vao nhau
baoi nhirng sgi day vo hinh.

Cong nhan nha may ai cing mang mot vé mat lanh lung,
va sy lanh dam thuong thdy noi nhimng ngudi lao dong
chan tay. O mot s6 bo phan cua nha may chi c6 phu ni
lam viéc, nhitng ngudi nay tuy nho con nhung tudng thd
va béo khdng gidng chit nao véi nét thanh tao diju dang
ctia dong chi Petrovna.

R6i dudong nhu dong chi Rondella do bj cam giac don
nén sao d6 da chay dén bén canh Don Camillo va bao:

“pdng chi nay, may nguoi phu nit 1am viéc ¢ day trong
c6 vé nhu ho khong duoc may man truong thanh trong
cung mot méi treong thuan loi nhu ¢6 thong dich vién
déang yéu cua ching ta nhi.”

Don Camillo tra 1oi bang mét giong diéu rat dé “mich
long”:

“Pong chi &, dong chi khéng thé nhin cac nir cdng nhan
nha may giéng nhu cic ung vién trong mot cudc thi sac
dep! M&i mot ngudi Cong san ¢d 10ng tu trong déu biét
rd diéu do.”
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Khong phai 1a lac va noi dé tranh cdi, nhat 1a Peppone
dang chiéu mot cai nhin sac nhu dao vé phia hai nguoi.

Cudc viéng tham kéo dai ngoai sy mong doi cua moi
ngudi vi vién giam dbc tré day nhiét tinh ciia nha may da
cat céng giai thich twdng tan moi diéu, ké ca nhitng diéu
qua hién nhién khong can sy giai thich; d6 1a chwa ké
dén nhitng con sb théng ké dai dang dic ma ddng chi
Petrovna budc long phai théng dich day du, khong dam
bo qua mot chi tiét nao. Cudi cung thi phai doan ciing da
di d&én chang cudi caa day chuyén lap rap. Don Camillo
sting so Vi qué an tuong véi hinh anh mot chiéc may kéo
dugc ché tao hoan chinh nén quay qua Peppone, dng néi:

“Pong chi Thuong Nghi Si, chiéc may kéo gidng hét
nhu chiéc may ma chinh quyén X8 Viét di trao ting cho
hop tac xa ndng nghiép cua ching ta ¢ nha.”

Nghe thé, Peppone chi mubn gay 16n ngay lap tac. Chiéc
may kéo ma Don Camillo vira n6i dén di ngoan ¢ tir
chéi lao dong va 1a trd cuoi cho ca tinh dao 4y. Nhung
ltc nay hin khdng thé 1am gi khac hon viéc ¢é gang ng
mot nu cudi, con thém rang qua 12 mot an hué to 1on cho
cac ndng dan trong hat ciia hin ta. Nhung ngay khi cham
dit doan dién van ngan noi trén, mau tho may trong con
ngudi han trdi day. Han kéo mét trong nhitng ky su co
khi dtrng do6 ra mot bén, tay chi vao mét bo phan nao cua
bo may bom xing, miéng giai thich tai sao b phan ay s&
khong thé hoat dong tron ven chirc ning dé hd trg cho
viéc van hanh chiéc may kéo. Vién ky su cham chu ling
nghe, nhung sau d6 nhan vai vi khong tim duoc céu tra
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loi xac dang. May qba, vira lGc 4y ddng chi Petrovna
chay dén va dé nghi dugc lam thdng dich cho hai nguoi.

C0 nang noi vai Peppone:

“Pong chi 4y nam dugc van dé roi. Tuy nhién, ho con
phai cho Iénh ¢ trén roi mai co thé bat tay vao swtra
chira.”

Tay ky su cuoi 1on rdi con ndi thém gi nira, khién co
thong dich vién nhiu may lai va ngan ngir trong giay lat.
Cudi cung, khéng nhin thiang mat Peppone, co thdng
dich:

“Pong chi ky sur bao Iénh trén phai cho mot hay hai nam
ntra méi dén xuong.”

NOi xong, c6 quay lai dinh nhap bon vao phai doan,
nhung Scamoggia budc téi muon ndi chuyén vai c6.

“Pong chi,”, anh ta md miéng khoe ham ring tring va
déu nhu ham rang cac tai tir than tugng xi né H6 Ly Ut.
“T6i khong nghe hét duoc con s thong ké cudi cling vé
phu tung thay thé. Cé cd thé bao vién giam déc 1ap lai
dugc khong?”

Vién giam déc nha may chiéu y khach véi mot loat
nhitng con sé théng ké mai, da dé 1am té liét mot chiée
maéy tinh. Scamoggia gat dau to y hai long va bt tay
vién giam dc.
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“Cam on ddng chi,”, anh ta quay qua néi véi co thong
dich vién. “Dong chi khéng biét rang c6 da lam t6i thich
tha dén duong nao.”

“Pdng chi ¢ sy quan tam dic biét dén may moc néng
nghiép, phai khong?” C6 géi that tha hoi.

“O khong, nhung toi rat thich nghe ddng chi néi
chuyén.”

Loi néi cua dong chi Scamoggia qua 1a mot su bang bd
dén cung thanh cua giai cdp céng nhan nén khudn mit
ddng chi Petrovna tai xanh va dot nhién tro nén nghiém
nghi theo dung phong cach can phai c6 mdi khi cam thay
minh bi xdc pham.

“Pdng chi...” ¢o cit giong khan dic va lanh 180 nhu kim
khi. C6 chua mét lan dit chan dén khu Trastevere cua
Rome va ciing chua ting nhin thang vao maot ciap mat
nhu mit cia ddng chi Scamoggia. Cap mat dy da nudt
ching ¢6 va moi y dinh siing ¢ 18n gan cua c6 da bi cap
mat 4y lam cho tan chay.

**k%k

R. 1a mot thanh phé dién hinh cia nudc Nga véi dan sb
khoang chimg 150 ngan. Puong phé it c6 xe co di lai.
Khéach san ¢ day nho, toi tan. Don Camillo lai ching
may ¢ trong mot cin phong hoan toan rat khong tién
nghi. Ong ta dang thic mic xem ai la nguoi & chung
phong vé&i minh thi thay su xuét hién cua Peppone. Hén
bao:
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“Nay cha — ¥ toi 1a ddng chi — ddng chi phai ngung ngay
viéc bit bé Rondella. Dé cho anh ta yén, du ddng chi
khong wa thich gi anh ta.”

Don Camillo tra loi:

“Nhung t6i thich anh ta ma. Nhung mét khi lgi ich cua
Pang bi de doa, t6i khong thé 1am ngo. Anh chang nay
[on xon lam. Tan du y thic hé tu san van con & trong dau
6c anh ta nhiéu Iim va nhiém vu cua ching ta la phai
gilp anh ta tiy di bang sach.”

Peppone ném chiéc mii dang cam trén tay vao tuong.
Han rit vao tai vi linh muc:

“Mot ngay nao d6 toi s& bop co ong day!”

**kk

Phéai doan tu tap trong cian phong an t6i mu. Pong chi
Oregov ngdi ¢ dau ban, bén phai gi 1a Peppone con dong
chi Nadia ngdi bén trai. Don Camillo tim céch chiém
mot chd ddi dién vsi Rondella khién mau trong nguoi
Peppone ci sdi 1én. Méu cua han lai sdi 18n mot 1an nixa
khi thdy Don Camillo dua tay 1én tran lam dau thanh gia
truge khi ngdi xudng.

Han khdng thé kém duoc nita.
“Nay cac dong chi, toi s& chang nhiéu 15i 1am gi néu nhu
cé tén phan dong xuan ngoc nao dé6 miéng ludn ndi xau

Lién X6 duogc dip ngdi day vai ching ta? Néu nhu chiing
c6 thé nhin thay tan mat dat nude vi dai nay!”
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“Sg chang ich loi gi dau, dong chi a!”. Don Camillo vé
budn rau gép y. Bang dong tac gia vo vudt toc, sta lai
chiéc huy hiéu trén ve 4o, 6ng ta da hoan tat cong viéc
lam d4u thanh gia. “Mit ctia chung khong du stc thuyét
phuc chung dau. Luc nao ma ching cha deo vai che
mat.”

Dong chi Petrovna thong dich lai nhiing 16i nay, va vién
can bo phu trach van phong du lich gat gat chiéc dau troc
cua anh ta ra vé hai long cung véi vai loi tan thuong.

“Pong chi Oregov noéi rang dong chi dd nhan xét that
chinh xac,” C6 thong dich ndi vai Don Camillo, 6ng nay
nhan su khen ngoi bang cach hoi cti dau.

Scamoggia, nguoi lic nao ciing sdn sang vé phe cua
dong chi Tarocci, thém vao mot nhan xét cua riéng minh.

“Pat nudc ching ta di tut hau hang thé ky. Nhiing nha
k¥ nghé boc mui cua ching ta cho rang ho biét hét tat ca
khi san xuat ra dugc may cai thir may mac chét tiét. Néu
ho dugc dén tham mot xi nghiép nhu nha may ma ching
ta vira viéng thim hom nay chic ho s& ding tim ma chét.
Va nha may d6 van chua phai 1a nha may 16n nhat, tot
nhét cia quy qudc phai khong dong chi Petrovna?”

“Q, khong, d6 chi 1a loai xi nghiép hang hai théi,” c6
thong dich vién tra 161, “Vé cdng nghé thi nha may d6
thudc loai hién dai, nhung mtc do san xuat twong ddi
nho.”

Don Camillo budn ba lac dau.
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“Nguoi Y ching ta phai cam thay bi si nhuc khi nhin
thdy mot nha may hang hai ¢ day lai con hién dai hon
cong ty Fiat, noi ché tao xe hoi 16n nhat ¢ Y.”

DPdng chi Perratto, dén tir Turin, von it tham gia phét
biéu diéu gi, cam thay long ty hao dia phuong cta minh
bi ton thuong.

“Piéu d6 c6 thé dung trong lanh vuc san xuat may kéo
nhung khi n6i dén xe hoi thi hing Fiat caa ching ta kho
c6 thé bi coi thuong dugc. Ching ta khong c6 quyén ha
thip gid tri cua nhitng cong nhan Y ¢ do da dong gop dé
ngay nay ching ta co thé ty hao vé chiéc xe hiéu Fiat.”

Don Camillo kéu Ién:

“Su that dung trén tat ca. Sy that quan trong hon long tu
hao cua cong ty Fiat. Bao 1au ma long tu hao qudc gia
con dung dé bién minh cho viéc dung ting nhiing lac hau
trong co ché kinh té x4 hoi thi chiing ta s& khdng bao gio
hoc duoc bai hoc vé sy hiéu qua ma Lién X6 c6 thé day
cho chung ta. C6 mot nguai ma vi hon thé caa anh ta chi
c6 mot chan cir khang khing cho rang phu nit du hai
chan 1a ha dang so voi nguoi phy nit ma anh ta s& cudi.
Chinh xac d6 1a thai d ctia chung ta ddi véi nhitng thanh
tuu ntra voi cia dat nudc minh. O day, nén ki nghé cua
nudc Nga dung virng trén d6i chan manh mé cua minh.

“Va dung la doi chan tuyét voi!” Scamoggia phu hoa,
mat nhin thang vao dong chi Petrovna mét cach tao bao.
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“T6i khong hiéu y cia dong chi!”, dong chi Rondella n6i
vai Don Camillo.

Don Camillo giai thich.

“Ngudi Cong san phai dam di dién véi su thuc, cho du
c6 don dau cach miy. Chung ta dén day 1a dé di tim su
thuc, khéng phai dé ¢am minh trong nhitng tha tinh cam
uy mi.”

Vién can b cua so du lich theo sat cuoc tro chuyén cua
cac thanh vién trong phai doan va yéu cau dong chi
Petrovna thong dich lai ddy du, khéng s6t mot loi.
Peppone ngdi thip thom trén mot mép ghé. May thay,
vira l0c thirc dn dugc bay 1én ban va phai doan vi da doi
bung nén tam gac moi tranh luan qua mot bén.

SUp bap cai khéng duoc moi ngudi wa thich lam, nhung
nho huong vi thom tho ctia moén thit ctru nudng nén bira
an trd nén rat ngon miéng. Pa vay, chu nha con hao
phong cung cip thém moén ruou vang nén moi ngudi
cam thay thoai méi, dé chiu, khdng con cam thiy ciang
thang nhu trudc bira an.

Pé tai vé xi nghiép san xuat may kéo lai dugc dua ra va
ddng chi Peratto, v&i y dinh xda bo an tuong xau anh ta
da gy ra khi 16n tiéng khoe khoang vé chiéc xe hoi hiéu
Fiat, nén tim cach thu huat sy cha y caa Don Camillo khi
anh ta nhin manh dén sy tinh xao cua mot bo phan nao
d6 trong day chuyén lip rap may kéo caa xi nghiép.

Don Camillo xac nhan.
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“Di nhién roi. Nhan dan Nga vén khéo Iéo lai c6 6c sang
tao hon nhiéu dan toc khéc. Ho da ching to kha niang
ciia minh khong chi trong viéc phat minh ra chiéc may
truyén thanh va vé tinh Sputnik ma con ca trong viéc
hoan thién nhiéu loai tién ich nho hon khac. Lay chiéc
bon rira miat trong phong nga caa ching ta l1am vi du.
Thay vi phai st dung mot voi nudc ndéng va mot voi
nuéc lanh, ho da ndi ching thanh mot dau ra duy nhat
cho phép chung ta mé nudc theo mét nhiét @6 ma ching
ta chon. Piéu nay twdng chimg nhu nho nhit khong dang
ké, nhung liéu ching ta cé thé tim thay n6 & dau nao?”

Rondella vén 14 tho stra dng nuéc nén anh ta khong dé
dang bo qua co hoi nay.

“Pong chi oi, dirng ¢6 ngdc nghéch qua nhu vay. Ong
noi toi da biet cach noi hai duong nudc nong lanh tir doi
tdm hoanh. Pong chi dén tir noi nao trén nude Y?”

“T6i & khu vye ma noi d6 c6 nhiéu ngudi Cong san hon
nhitng noi khac. Noi cach khac, & mét ving tién bo nhat
dat nuoc. Ngoai ra, néu t6i ngdc nghéch, thi chung
quanh t6i ciing co rat nhiéu nguoi nhu vay. Trong hoi ky
ciia Churchill anh c6 thé tim thiy diéu twong tu nhu vay
va khdng mot ai dam néi rang Churchill 1a mét nguoi
Cong san.”

Nhiing y kién cua Rondella khdng hé mo hé chit nao;
ching rd rang nhu pha 1& vi thé anh ta khing khing
mudn nhac lai diéu minh mudn chang to.
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“T6i chang quan tdm gi dén Churchill! T6i cho rang khi
tim cach cudng diéu van dé dong chi da roi vao bay cua
ké thu. Néu sy that & trén tat ca moi tha khac thi ching
ta phai biét to su ton trong sy that chi.”

Don Camillo théo cip kinh mo cdm caa minh xuéng lau
chui roi bo lai 1én mii. Roi Ong ta cat tieng pha vo su im
lang bang nhirng 1oi 1€ hét strc long trong:

“Sy that u? Sy that 1a bat ctr diéu gi phu hop véi quyén
loi cua giai cap lao dong. Pong chi da tin vao cap mat
ctia minh hon 14 tin vao 1y tri cia dong chi. Va ly tri cua
dong chi da tro nén yéu dudi vi c6 qua nhiéu nhiing cai
rac roi phuc tap cua tu ban chi nghia bam ré trong 6c
dong chi.”

Rondella phan tng mét cach gian di:

“Con ndo cua dong chi 1a mot cai sang chi biét ba hoa
chich choe. Trudc d6, dong chi da cb tinh giam 1én chan
t6i ngay tir lan dau gap nhau. Puoc rdi, vé nha rdi thi
ddng chi s& biét tay toi!”

Don Camillo dap lai:

“Tb6i khong duoc kién nhan nhu dong chi dau. T6i mudn
cho dong chi biét tay tdi ngay o day va bay gio!”.

Tat ca xay ra trong chép mit. Rondella dung day vung
tay ddm vao mat Don Camillo va 6ng nay tra mleng tuc
thi khién anh ta doi lai va té ngira trén chiéc ghé cua
minh. Vién can b phu trach du lich bén hoi y véi cd



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 82

thong dich vién va c6 da truyén lai cho Peppone biét
diéu hin can biét. Peppone diing ddy, tim lay gay cua
Rondella va 16i xéch anh ta ra ngoai.

“Pdng chi Rondella.”, Peppone ndi khi anh nay da 1ay
lai duoc phan nao su binh tinh, “tay can bo cho rang
ddng chi khdng phu hop véi khong khi nay. Khoang mot
tiéng nira s& c6 chuyén bay roi khoi day di Berlin, anh ta
c6 thé thu xép dé dong chi dap chuyén bay y. Va tur
Berlin, d6ng chi c6 thé vé thang nha.”

Rondella la to:

“Tét 1am! Céc anh khong thé tudng tuong dugc tdi s&
vui ming nhu thé nao khi dugc gap lai nhitng nguoi cuoi
cung trong so cac anh.”

“Pung nghiém trong qué su viéc, dong chi a. Chlng toi
s& gap lai dong chi & nha nhé!”

Rondella mg vi, lay ra tim thé dang vién rdi xé vun
thanh tirng manh. Anh ta noi:

“Chiing ta c6 thé s& gap lai nhau. Nhung khi 4y, t6i s&
dang & bén kia chién tuyén.”

Peppone bugc phai da vao dit Rondella, du trong bung
han thuc su khdng mudn déi xi voi Rondella nhu thé
chat nao. Khi quay tro lai phong an, khuén mat Peppone
no mot nu cuoi that phong thai.

“Tat ca 6n hét rdi. Bong chi dy t6 ra rat biét on quyét
dinh thiu tinh dat ly cua dong chi Oregov.”
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Noi xong, hin nang ly 1én dé nghi moi nguoi udng chiic
mimg nha nudc Lién X6 vinh quang. Dap lai, dong chi
Oregov ciing nang ly chtic mirng cho hoa binh va cho su
nghiép giai phong giai cap cong nhan Y thoat khoi ach
kém kep cua bon tu ban doc tai sip Xay ra trong twong
lai.

Scamoggia thi thim bén tai Don Camillo:

“Chiing ta s& uéng mung cd thdng dich vién xinh dep
cua chang ta cha?”

Don Camillo tir ton bao:
“Pung twom tudp nhu vay chi!”

Bira an tdi két thac trong mot bau khéng khi vui vé. Mot
tiéng dong hd sau, trong lac ddng chi Rondella trén
duong bay di Berlin véi cai dau my mi khdng hiéu diéu
gi da xdy ra va mong dit con dau vi ca da tan tinh cua
Peppone, thi gi ndy da cung vi Don Camillo vé phong
nghi ngoi.

Don Camillo bao hén:

“Tat dén di dong chi. Khi chung ta 1én giuong rdi thi anh
c6 thé bat nd I1én lai.”

Peppone cau kinh:

“That quai dan!”
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“Quai dan a, ciing la do cip mit thi. Mot tu si khong
thé dé cho mot vién thugng nghi si Cong san nhin thay
minh trong b quan o 16t.”

Khi anh sang duoc bat tro lai, Don Camillo rdt ra quyén
s6 tay va ghi trén d6: “Cudc hdi huong cua ddng chi
Walter Rondella.” Roi 6ng ta ndi to:

“Thém mot anh Do tiéu tung su nghiép!”

“Chi c6 bon tu si m&i choi cai trd ban thiu d6 thoi!
Nhung 6ng khong thé choi cha t6i thém mat lan nao nira
dau.”

Don Camillo tho dai.

“Piéu d6 thi anh phai tham khao cay bat cua ta trudc
da.”

Peppone cham chl nhin cdy buat trén tay Don Camillo
nhu bi thdi mién trong lic ng nay mé nap cay but, rit ra
mot vat rat nho gon: cay thanh gia.

Don Camillo huéng mat Ién troi:

“Lay Cha, xin cha tha thtr cho con da gan ban 1& vao hai
canh tay cua Cha va vao cay thanh gia. Con khong co lya
chon nao khac dé c6 thé mang dwoc Cha theo vai con
trong chuyén di nay.”

“Amen!”

Peppone gam Ién roi riic dau vao trong tim trai givong.
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MOQT KY NGHI BAT BUQC

‘In illo tempore: Missus est Angelus Gabriel a Deo in
civitatem Galilaeae cui nomen Nazareth, ad Vivginem
desponsatam viro, cui nomen erat Joseph, de demo
David, et nomen Virginis Maria. Et ingressus Angelus ad
eam dixit: Ave gratia plena; Dominus tecum....'

(‘Vao lic dy, Thién than Gabriel dwoe Chila sai dén mét
thanh pho mién Galilé, tén 1a Nadarét, gigp mét trinh ni
da dinh hon voi mot nguoi tén 1a Giuse, thugc chi ho
Pavit. Trinh nit dy tén 1a Maria. Va Thién than vao gap
ba va néi: Kinh chdao ba, day on phic; Chila & cung
ba...)
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Chiéc may bay ché Peppone cing véi mot dugce si dang
bay bdng ha thép cao do0 mot cach dot ngot khién hin
phai thé ra gap gap. Luc Ay Peppone dang thic mac may
cai chir La-tinh sao lai xuat hién ngay & gitra khdng
trung va cai tay dugc si phan dong dang ghét kia sao lai
c6 thé ngdi cuing may bay véi han trong chuyén céng du
nuéc Nga nay. Trong lGc van con ngon ngang véi nhiing
y tuong trong dau thi am thanh tiéng La-tinh lai tim
duong len 16i vao tang y thic cua Peppone mét lan nira.

'‘Quae cum audisset, turbata est in sermone eius, et
cogitabat qualis esset ista salutatio. At ait Angelus ei: Ne
timeas Maria, invenisti enim gratiam apud Deum....'

('Khi nghe nhitng loi nay, ba béi réi vi loi dy va tu héi
loi chao nay cé y nghia gi. Nhung Thién than noi véi ba:
"Maria, dung S, vi ba da dwoc dep 1ong Thién Chia...")

Peppone phai ¢é hét stc mai c6 thé nhudng dugc mot
mét 18n, lGc Ay tuong chimg nhu c6 mot sac nang ngan
can d¢é 1én, tri n6 xubéng. Mai mot ldc sau, han méi dan
dan nhin ra mot tim tham da phai mau treo trén tuong,
trén d6 c6 mot hang ky tu bang chir Nga.

"....et vocabis nomen eius Jesum. Hic erit magnus, et
Filius Altissimi vocabitur...."

("...va nguoi phai goi tén con tré la Gié-su. Ngu"(fl nay sé
rat cao trong va sé dioc goi la Con Pdng Toi Cao....")

Peppone mg nét con mét con lai va quay ngudi han veé
phia d6. Han kinh hoang nhan ra trén cai ban ma ban
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quan ly khach san danh cho cho cin phong nay dong chi
Camillo Tarocci dang ctr hanh thanh 1. Quyén séach bia
do co tén Loi day cua Lenin dugC moé rong ra trudgc mat
nhung ddng chi Camillo lai doc 1a Phiic Am theo Thénh
Lu-ca.

Peppone phong vot xubng giuong chay voi lai cira ghé
mét nhin qua 6 khéa. Tim hin dap thinh thich va ngay
lGc Ay han nghi dén viéc duy nhat c6 thé lam 1a ném mot
tam trai givdng phu chup 18n dau 6ng ta. Nhung khi binh
tinh lai, han nghi t6t nhat 12 di t6i di lui trong phong, cb
tao ra nhitng tiéng dong dé co thé at dugc &m thanh La-
tinh dang phat ra tir cira miéng Camillo. Han c6 thé tiép
tuc viéc gay tiéng 6n khong biét dén bao gio néu nhu
khong c6 &m thanh leng keng cua mot cai chudng chét
tiét nao d6 cir vo vo bén tai. Han khdng mudn nghe céi
am thanh 4y chut nao hét, nhung bi budc khong thé phét
lo thyc tai trudc mat, thé nén khi thay Don Camillo nang
chiéc ly bang thiéc nho thay cho chén thanh, Peppone
dang lai va khé cui dau. C6 tiéng budc chan ngoai hanh
lang, nhung Peppone van diing yén khdng nhac nhich.

Han ty 1am bam mot minh. “Xin Chua ctru gitp!”

Tiéng budc chan dung lai ¢ trudc ctra; mot ngudi nao do
g0 ctra va mot giong ndi la hoac cat Ién bang tiéng Y

“P3 dén gio thuc day rdi dong chil”

Peppone lau bau mot cau tra 10i va tiéng budc chan tién
vé cua bén canh.



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 88

'Ite, Missa est ...." (Lé xong, chdc anh chi em di binh an).

Cudi cung, dong chi Camillo Tarocci ciing d3 xong.
Peppone thd manh mot cai. “Pa dén gio roi. Ong cd thé
tu chuc binh an cho minh thoi.”

Don Camillo thi thim.
“Lay Cha, xin Cha tha th cho han.”

R6i 6ng cli lay cay thanh gia nho xiu duoc dat trén day
mot cai ly nudce tip nguoc.

“Anh ta lo lang qua nén dau 6¢ my mam roi.”
Peppone gam Ién.

“T6i mudn biét lieu dng c6 binh than dugc khdng khi ho
dung ngay & bén ngoai cira phong ma go,”

“Co nguoi gb cira phong a? Ta khdng nghe gi hét.”
Peppone khong néi thém gi nita vi hin biét ong ta dang
noi that. Va lai, hin dang mét rd ca nguol ra va chi muén
quay tro lai givong, du rang chi dé ndi tiép 4c mong di
chung chuyén bay véi mot tén duoc si phan dong.

“Ong da da xong xudi viéc caa minh hét rdi, vay thi bay
gio 1am on don dep nhiing gi ong da bay bién ra dé toi
con c6 chd thay quan 4o cha!’

Peppone sang giong noi.

“Pong chi ¢ vé khong dugc 6n 1am phai khong?”



Giovanni Guareschi | 89

Don Camillo n6i véoi vé mat 1anh dam. “Co 18 khi hau
Lién X6 khong hop véi ddng chi lim!”

“Chinh 6ng la ngudi lam cho t6i kho chiu do!”.
Peppone hét to, roi dung tay day Camillo ra ngoai cira.

Bdng nhién han phét hién c6 mét thir con 1am han kho
chiu hon nita. Cira khéng gai chot tir bén trong. Bat cir ai
can viéc gi vai han déu cé thé md nam cira va budc vao.

Pong chi Nadia Petrovna dang ngdi doi ¢ ban an. Khi tat
ca moi nguoi da té tyu dong du, co ta bao:

“Chung ta c6 thé bat dau in sang dugc rdi. Dong chi
Oregov phai mot choc nira mai xuong.”

Sang nay, ddng chi Petrovna khoac 1én ngudi mot vé mat
vb cung quan cach, giong noi c6 ta lanh lung, vé cam va
mét thi nhin vao khoang khong trudc mat. Khéng maot cir
chi thira thai, co ta dat ngudi ngdi xudng ghé. Bira sang
cua Nadia chi c6 mot tach tra, dugc ¢d ta nham nhap mot
cach lo dang, nhu thé dang thi hanh mot nhiém vy ma co
ta khong mudn lam chit nao. Trong bo dang cd nang
nhu ¢6 tinh boc 1én ngudi mot 16p biang, nhung may man
hay khong may man, trén 16p bang c6 vai chd bi nat va
tir nhitng vét nat Ay toat ra mot mui thom dé chiu khién
cho 16p bang gia iy khong con gitr duoc tinh hiéu qua
nhu ¥ dinh ban dau. Quén mét di vai tro ctia minh la mot
can bd nha nuéc, dong chi Nadia Petrovna di xit 1&n
ngudi nudec thom eau-de-Cologne ma ddng chi
Scamoggia tang ¢ ta hom trudc. Anh ndy lGc y ngdi &



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 90

mot khoang céach kha xa c6 thdng dich vién, nhung khau
giac nhay bén cua anh ta di nhan ra ngay su chuyén bién
dang kinh ngac nay.

Khi bita an sang cua moi ngudi két thic thi dong chi
Yenka Oregov méi xuat hién. Trong dang diéu anh ta cé
vé dang ban ron mot viéc gi do, nén sau 161 chao hoi voi
vd dén phéi doan, anh ta kéo dong chi Petrovna ra mot
g6c. Ho ban bac véi nhau kha 1au, thudng xuyén nhac
dén mot van kién c6 dong dau do chdéi ma dong chi
Oregov lay ra tir trong cap caa minh. Sau khi ¢6 vé nhu
ho da thoa thuan voi nhau vé van dé dang ban cii, dong
chi Petrovna bén chay dén théng bao cho Peppone:

“Pong chi Oregov dd nhan duoc tir s¢ du lich toan bo
chuong trinh sinh hoat cu thé trong sudt thoi gian phai
doan cac dong chi luu tra & ddy. Vao luc 9 gio sang nay,
phai doan s& dén viéng thim xi nghi¢p may kéo Sao
bo.”

Peppone tran tran nhin c6 théng dich vién to y khéng
hiéu.

“Pong chi, néu toi khong lam, noi d6 chung ta da dén

tham budi trora hom qua.”

Pdng chi Petrovna quay lai tham khao y kién dong chi
Oregov.

“Chuong trinh ma chung t6i vira nhan dugc ndi rd rang
rang sau khi da dugc nghi ngoi vao budi chiéu hdm qua,
hom nay phai doan s€ dén viéng tham xi nghiép may
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kéo. Chuong trinh nguyén thay da bi huy bo, do do,
chuyen vieng tham trua hom qua khong thé dugc xem la
da xay ra.”

Peppone vung ta to vé hét sac béi rdi. Co théng dich
vién lai mét lan nira dén tham khao vai cap trén.

“Chuong trinh khong duoc phép thay doi. Trua nay, phai
doan s& di thim cac thing canh trong thanh phd. Ddong
chi Oregov khéng bat budc phai doan phai dén tham xi
nghiép may kéo mot lan nira. Vi thé, dong chi ay dé nghi
cac dong chi nén danh tron thoi gian nay dé nghi ngoi
thém & ngay trong khach san nay.”

Poan 1 hanh vin chua hoan toan hoi stc sau mot
chuyén di mét moi nén ho vui vé chap nhan giai phap
nay.

“Pong chi Oregov sé& di dén xi nghiép dé doi ngay viéng
thaim cta phai doan trong hd so luu trir,” dong chi
Petrovna noi. “Téi s& tc truc & tién sanh khach san, ai
can gi thi ca dén gap t6i.”

No6i xong, co ta di dén chd chiéc ghé sofa cii nat dat &
gitra tién sanh, noi ma khach luu trd muén di ra hay di
vao khach san déu phai di ngang qua d6. Cung cach cua
co ra vé ciing nhic va tu kiéu, nhung cb ta da dé lai lan
huong thom thoang thoang cua eau-de-cologne ¢ moi
noi co ta budc qua.

*k%k



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 92

Don Camillo tro vé phong, coi gidy ra va ném minh
xudng giwdong. Nhung vira ldc 6ng ta thiu thiu nga, thi c6
tiéng 1am bam mét minh cua Peppone va tiéng budc
chan hén ta di di lai trong phong. Sau khi rira mit, cao
rau trén may bay hin da bo quén chiéc dao cao xin & do.

“Lay cai dao cua ta ma dung rdi ngung ngay su on ao do
di!:, Don Camillo bao han.

“T6i khong bao gio dung dao cao caa ai ngoai céi cua
riéng toi ca,” Peppone tra loi. “Ngoai ra, t0i khdng quen
véi cdi loai dao kiéu cti thang do ay.”

“Vay thi xudng dudi nha, d6i may dong liras ma anh lay
tir d6ng thué cua nguoi dan déng godp ra doi thanh tién
Rdp rdi ra chg ma mua mot cai méi. Cira hang bach hoa
& ngay bén canh ddy. Can than véi du loai xe co chay
trén duong, khdng khéo lai bi chiing chay can 1én dau thi
kho.”

Tir cira s6 phong nhin ra ngoai duong, khdng c6 bong
mét chiéc xe nao ngoai trir chiéc xe buyt chd phai doan
dén khéch san, Peppone nhu bj choc tuc.

“Xe co ciing phai chay c6 gio ¢6 gidc cha,” Han khit miii
to vé coi thuong loi Don Camillo. “Du sao, ching ta
khong c6 viéc gi phai voi va hét. Hién gio thi xe ¢ co
lru thong thi ciing chang ¢6 gi phién nhidu nhiéu mot khi
chung ta da dua dugc ngudi Ién khong gian.”

“Mua cho ta mot it vd len véi,” Don Camillo kéu to theo
sau lung Peppone. “Pi 40 nam ké tir cusc Cach Mang
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dén nay han ho ciing phai lam duoc it nhat mot doi vo
len cht.”

Peppone tra loi bang cach dong sap cura.

Dong chi Petrovna dbi xir voi han hét sirc chu dao. Co ta
yéu cau vién quan ly khach san hoan déi tién Lira cua
Peppone thanh ddng Rap. Roi ¢d ta viét 1én mot manh
gidy bang chir Nga: “Mgt dao cgo an toan cling véi mét
td lwoi dao di kem; mot déi vo len dan ong co' Viea.”

Tiém Béach Hoa toa lac ngay bén kia duong va viéc mua
ban dién ra mau le. Ngay khi c6 gai ban hang doc xong
td gidy ciing 1a lic ¢b trao cho Peppone cac mén hang
han ta can rdi viét xudng gia ca timg mén. Nhung khi tré
lai khach san, Peppone trong co vé khong duogc vui vé
nhu hin ta mong doi. Hin ném d6i vo cho Don Camillo.
Ong nay dua tay chyp liy va nhin d6i v v6i vé mit rd
rang la thoa mén.

Ong ta reo lén:

“Pep day! Ching ta khdng thé ché tao duoc du chi bang
nira nhu thé nay. Céai y twong may mot chiéc vé nay dai
hon chiéc kia qua 1a cuc ky thong minh. Khong c6 chan
ctia ai ma ca hai déu dai bang nhau ca. Péi vé tri gia bao
nhiéu vay?”

“10 rap,” Peppone tra loi trong luc dang md hop dao
cao.

“Ti 1€ hoi doai 1a bao nhiéu?”
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“T6i khong biét. T6i chi biét 1a di dwa cho ho mot to
ménh gid 10 ngan liras, ho dua lai cho t6i 70 rap.”

“Nhu vay 1a ho doi cho anh 1 rap lay 150 lira. Bang gia
véi ddng frans Thuy SI. Anh tra bao nhiéu tién cho céi
dao cao?”

‘C9 rﬁp.”
Don Camillo Iam vai phép tinh nham.

“Cai dao cao gia 1 ngan 300 lira va d6i vé gid 1 ngan
450 lira.”

Peppone dang ban xoa xa phong cao réu l1én mat nén
khong tra loi.

Don Camillo chua chiu bubng tha.

“O trong nudc, anh mua cai dao cao gidng hét nhu thé
nay bao nhiéu tién?”

“200 lira cho mt cai ché tao tir My,” Peppone thii nhan.
“T6i khong nghi gia ca lai khac biét Ion dén nhu vay.
Chac 1a ¢6 sy nham Ian rdi.”

“T6i khong nghi vay, dong chi a! C6 1§ dong chi dd mua
dugc con dao ¢ trong nudc trong lUc ho ban ha gia,
nhung & day thi dimg hong diéu dé xay ra. Dudi ché do
Cong san, ca nha san xuat Ian cira hang ban lé déu truc
thudc nha nudc nén ho khong phai canh tranh véi bat ci
ai hét. Ngoai ra, con dao cii ciia anh 1a do My san xuat,
con con dao mai la do Nga san xuat nén khé cé thé so
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sanh ching dwgc. Rdi mac du trén thi truong cho den,
chi can 40 lira 1a c6 thé d6i lay mot dong rap thi vai ti
gid danh cho khach du lich phai mat 150 lira méi doi
dugc mot ddng rap. Cha nghia Cong san khdng phai nd
lyc tranh d4u trong sudt 40 nam chi dé danh ti gia hoi
doai wu dai cho khach du lich dén tir nu6c ngoai. Con
dao cao méi cua ddng chi chi ¢ gia 350 lira cho mot
nguodi Nga ma thoi.”

Peppone bat dau liy dao cao mat. Bdng nhién, hin
ngung lai, xoa xa phong thém lan nira, doi ludi dao va
bat dau cao tir dau. Don Camillo van chiam cha nhin hén,
vé mit chang c6 gi to ra thdng cam, nhung Peppone dat
khodt tiép tuc dung con dao mai cao mat. Dot nhién, han
vang tuc, réi ném manh chiéc dao cao vao tuong.

“Pong chi, niém tin cua ddng chi bién di dau mat roi?”
Don Camillo hoéi biang mét giong ra vé nghiém trong.
Peppone, mit van con day bot xa phong, cay ding liéc
nhin Don Camillo. Ong nay to vé nhuong bo réi 1Gi hui
luc tim trong va li caa minh. M6t luc sau, nhu da tim
thay vat minh mubn tim, 6ng ta trao né cho Peppone:

“Pay c6 phai la cai dao cao My thdi tha cua anh
khong?”, Don Camillo hoi. “Ta nhat duwgc no trén san

N9

nha.
Peppone dua tay giat phét lay con dao cao.

“Ngay nao toi con séng toi s& luén nha 1ong rang giét
mot tu si khong bao gio 1a mot toi ac.”



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 96

Trong lac d6, dong chi Petrovna van ngdi tdc truc trudc
chiéc ban dat ¢ tién sanh khach san. Dong chi
Scamoggia tién dén truéc miat c6 nang. Truéc khi
Scamoggia c6 thé md miéng néi duoc diéu gi thi ¢d nang
da phu dau anh ndy mot cach kha tho 15:

“Pdng chi Oregov yéu cau cac ddng chi nén lgi dung
sang hom nay dé nghi ngoi trong khach san. That khéng
phai néu ddng chi lai tim cach dé di ra ngoai.”

“T6i khong dinh di ra ngoai,” Scamoggia néi, “Tdi mudn
duoc nghi ngoi ¢ ngay day bén canh dong chi.”

Ddng chi Petrovna nhin cham cham anh ta, vé mit khé
ling tang.

“Khach san ¢6 kha nhiéu phong dé nghi ngoi, tdi khong
hiéu sao dong chi lai chon chd nay thay vi vé phong?”
“Bo ddng chi luc nao ciing phai ddi xur Kiéu cach nhu
vay vai dong chi cua minh hay sao?”

“Khong dung! Lbi d6i xu kiéu cach nay chi danh cho
bon tu ban ma thoi.”

“Nhung t6i khong phai 1a bon tu ban!” Scamoggia phan
doi.

“Pong chi ¢ nhitng cung cach ddi xir gidng nhu ching.”
“Pong chi a, co thé t6i da pham mot sai 1am nao d6. Néu
dong chi co6 long giup d& stra sai, toi san long tu kiém
diém lai minh.”
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Dong chi Petrovna di bi mém long vi nhitng 1oi 18 qua
tha thiét nay.

“Moi ddng chi ngdi,” c¢o ta nodi véi thai do chua hoan
toan san sang tur bo cung cach lanh lung cua minh. “No6i
cho t6i nghe vé ban than dong chi di.”

“Tén t6i 1a Nanni Scamoggia, 28 tudi, vao dang tur khi
toi vira dén d6 tuoi biét thé nao la ly I&. Toi ban va sta
chira xe scooter.”

“Scooter 1a loai xe gi?”

Scamoggia rut tir trong tdi ra mot tim anh caa chinh
minh. Trong buc anh la mot ga dan ong luc ludng mac
chiéc 4o lién quan mau tring dang cudi trén mot chiéc xe
Vespa.

“Pong chi xem nay,” anh ta dua cho c6 thong dich vién
tam hinh. “O nudc t6i ai cling s¢ hitu mot chiéc xe nhu
thé nay.”

“Hay nhi! Thé nhiing nguoi khac trong gia dinh cua
ddng chi cd gia nhap dang Cong san khong?”

“Cha t6i 1a thanh vién cua chi bo Leghorn. Me toi mat
rdi. Con chi tdi 1a td truong truc thude chi bo cua Cong
doan Thg May.”

“Con vo cua dong chi?”

“Trong toi c¢6 gidng Mot ngudi da co gia dinh roi khdng
ha dong chi?”
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Co ta nhin Scamoggia voi mot vé hét sic nghiém trong.

“0 tudi nay, dong chi can phai c6 mot nguoi phu nit
trong nha.”

“Nhung tai sao t6i phai tu rang buéc minh vao mét
ngudi phu nir trong lUc ¢ bén ngoai dang co rat nhicu
nguoi khac khéng bi mét chat rang budc nao?”

Theo ban ning mot nguoi phu nit, dong chi Petrovna
khung lai va c6 vé de dat hon.

“Pjéu d6ng chi vira ndi 13 mot biéu hién dién hinh cua
ndo trang tu san. Chi cé bon tu ban mai bdc 16t phu nix
bang cach xem ho nhu 1a mét tha @6 choi. Trong xa hoi
x& hoi chii nghia, phu nir ¢6 cling vi tri va pham gia nhu
Mot nguoi dan 6ng.”

“Pong chi a, t6i da khong dién dat dugc dang nhu y
minh khién ddng chi hiéu khéac di. T6i mudn néi dén loai
phu nir ludi biéng, ghét lao dong va khéng cé mot chit
nguyén tic nao vé x& hoi hay chinh tri. Nhitng loai phu
nit 4y khdng c6 pham gia va do d6 s& khong co
quyén...”

“T6i hiéu ¥ dong chi,” c¢o ta ngat 1i, “Nhung khi mot
dong chi dat téi mot s6 tudi nhat dinh nao dé, anh ay
phai cO mot mai gia dinh va nuéi dudong nhiing thanh
vién méi cho Pang.”

“Podng chi, toi ddng y. Nhung chung t6i dang sng trong
moi truong hoan toan khac véi moéi trwong dong chi
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dang sbng, noi d6 nhung nhuc nhitng théi ich ky va thai
d6 dao duc gia. O nudc tdi, gisi tu s chiém rat nhiéu wu
thé va phan 16n phu nir to ra rat phuc ting ho. Nhiéu
ngudi trong s6 d6 tham chi con bi mat lam chi diém cho
may 6ng linh muc, vi thé nguoi ta phai can than dén tung
budc di cia minh.”

“Anh c6 quen biét mot nir dang vién Cong san tir té nao
khong?”

“Co chtr, kha nhiéu 1a dang khac,” anh ta tra 1oi voi mot
ctr chi lam ra vé mét moi. “Co 1& ciing chi la do 15i cua
t6i ma thoi, nhung thyuc su tdi chang quan tim dén bét cir
cb nao trong bon ho.”

“Pdng chi oi, toi cha tin ti ndo ca. Mot c6 cling khong?”

“Q, ciing ¢6 mot hodc hai c¢6. Nhung ho lai co gia dinh
roi.”

Dong chi Petrovna traim ngam nghi ngoi mot lat, rdi noi:

“Nhu toi thay, tinh hinh nghiém trong diy, dong chi a!
Nhung ¢ vé nhu dong chi di khong doi mat véi van dé
bang cai cach ma I& ra dong chi phai theo.”

“Pong chi,” Scamoggia bat dau tha long sy phong thi
cia minh, “Nam thang da tréi qua, toi khong chdi cai
didu d6, nhung trén dau chdng toi 1a bau troi xanh, 1a anh
nang mat troi ruc rd, chung quanh ching tdi 1a hoa la co,
tiéng nhac phu day khdng khi va nhimg ly ruou vang
thom phtc chdng t6i nhim nhap mdi ngay, khién cho
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nguoi ta mang ao tuong minh sé& tré mai khong gia. Dat
nudce ching toi da duge huong su quan phong caa Thién
Chua.”

“Ddng chil” c6 gai ngat 1oi. “P6 1a ta niém. Chang cé
qudc gia nao duwoc quan phong hay nguyén rua bai
Thuong Dé ca. Thuong Dé hay Chua, don gian 1a khdng
hién hiru.”

“Toi biét. CO 1& d6 1a cach nhin su viéc cua dam tu si
khon kho, caa nha tho va dén chua... nhung cha hiéu thé
nao chdng toi van mang 4o tudong rang Thuong Pé thuc
su hién htu.”

“Pau 6c caa dong chi con nhiéu 1on xon lam!”

“Co 1& dong chi nodi dung. Nhung sao déng chi khdng thé
nhin thang vao mat toi khi néi ra nhiing diéu d6?”

“Ta khong duoc phép mac phai 16i 1am nhu Stalin,” Co
ta ty nghi tham.“Khong thé mong doi ngudi Nga va
ngudi Y néi chung mét thir ngdn ngix. Mdi qubc gia co
khi hau va tap quan riéng. Khong thé dung chi mot céi
chia dé mé tit ca moi 6 khoa.”

Nhung dong chi Scamoggia dd pha v& dong suy tudng
trong dau cd thong dich vién. Anh ta dé nghi.

“Bay gio chlng ta hay ndi vé dong chi nhé!”

“T6i 1a mot phu nit X6-Viét,” ¢6 ta tu hao tra 1oi. “1a mot
dang vién va la nhan vién cua sé du lich truc thuoéc nha
nudc. TOI 26 tudi va hién sinh song & Moscow.”
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“Pdng chi séng mot minh?”

“Khong, khong may la to61 khong & mot minh,” ¢6 gai tra
161 va hoi ha thap dau xuong. “T6i ¢ chung phong vai 2
ban gai khac. Nhung t6i khong cé gi @€ phan nan vé dicu
do ca.”

“Téi ciling dau co than phién didu gi dau!” Scamoggia
tiep loi ngay.

Pong chi Petrovna ngudc mat 1én nhin anh ta vé ngac
nhién.
“Y ctia dong chi 1a sa0?”

“T6i tudng ddéng chi & chung véi mot dong chi nam. Di
nhién la téi rat vui khi dugc biét dong chi chia phong vai
hai nguoi nir khac.”

Co ta tiép tuc nhin Scamoggia, to ra khong hiéu.
“T6i khong nam duoc su ly giai cua dong chi,”

Nhung day 1a mot loi n6i dbi hét strc tro trén. RS rang la
c6 ta cu lat di 1at lai buc hinh cua Scamoggia trén tay, va
thay vi dua tra lai tim hinh cho cha nhan, c¢6 ta di 1én bo
vao trong tdi xach cta minh. Cho du d6 la mot can bo
Cong san thuan thanh thi ciing khong thoat khoi dugc
ban tinh yéu dudi ciia con nguoi.
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CHI BQ VU TRU

Véi Don Camillo 1a mot ngoai 1€, con thi tt ca nhitng
thanh vién trong nhom déu 1a nhitng dang vién trung
kién nhiéu tudi dang — trong d6 khong loai trir dong chi
Rondella xau s, ngudi ma Don Camillo da gai cho mac
bdy va di bi dudi vé nuéc. Trong sb 8 thanh vién kién
dinh con lai, c6 1& dong chi Bacciga 1a ngudi €6 can ban
ly thuyét viing chic nhat vé hoc thuyét Cong san nhu
anh ta dd c6 nhiéu co hoi ching t6 bang nhitng trich dan
sach vo dai dong.
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Nhung Bacciga c6 gdc gac ¢ ving Genoa, la mot nguoi
Genoa dén tan xuong tiy. Diéu ay ciing c6 nghia 1a du
thé nao thi anh ta van 1a mot con nguoi ¢ 6c thuc té
clng véi tinh nhay bén cao d6 vé kinh doanh. Don
Camillo mot khi da dé y dén ai thi ong ta thuong da cat
cong tim hiéu ky. Thé nén, chinh kha ning nay cua
Bacciga c6 thé s& 1a ngén don “giy ong dap lung 6ng”
ma c6 I& dong chi Don Camillo s& diing tai.

Sy viéc xay ra vao budi trua cia ngay viéng tham chinh
thic ctaa phai doan. Theo lich trinh, ho sé€ dugc dua di
tham thu cac canh quan caa thanh phd. Cira hang quéc
doanh Bach Hoa Tong Hop, noi Peppone di dén mua
dao cao budi sang sém, 1a diém ding dau tién. Bong chi
Yenka Oregov ra lénh cho ddng chi Nadia Petrovna
thong béao cho céc vi khach biét rang cho dén nam 1965,
mdi nam Lién X6 s& san xuat 8 ty thudc vai len va 515
triéu cap vé. Pong chi Oregov ciing cam doan rang moi
ngudi duoc ty do mudn mua gi thi mua. Sau do, déng chi
Oregov ra diing & ngoai cira dé bao dam an toan trat ty
cho khéch.

Pdng chi Scamoggia mudn dugc biét rd trong tan ting
chi tiét cong tac diéu hanh cira hang nén da tim cach kéo
dugc dong chi Petrovna sang mot bén dé budc vao day
hang ban dd gia dung. Peppone thi bam sat lay Don
Camillo nhu mét con cho git nha, con nhirng nguoi khac
thi mdi ngudi tan di mot huong khéac nhau.

Trong ctra hang hau hét 1a phu nir di mua sam, nhiéu
nguoi mac 4o khoac cong nhan, c6 ngudi méac dong phuc
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cua nhan vién buu dién hoac cua nhan vién soat vé xe
dién. Sau khi chon xong cac mon hang thuc phém hay
gia dung, nhitng phu nit nay sé tién dén khu trung bay
quan 4o, gidy dép, do 16t, m§y pham cho phu nit.

“Nguoi phu nit Cong san thuc thu,” Don Camillo néi véi
Peppone, “co dac tinh 1a khong wa chuéng nhirng gi goi
la phi phiém va khong quan tdam dén nhiing gi khong
can thiét cho doi séng. Trong ctra hang nay, chi ¢6 hai
céch ly giai c6 thé chap nhan duoc vé quang canh dang
Xdy ra ngay tru6c mat chdng ta. Hozc 1a nhitng phu nix
nay khéng phai la nhirng nguoi Cong san thyuc thu hoac
1a Lién X6 da dat dén dugc mot mac séng co tiéu chuan
cao khién cho nhirng nguoi phu nir dang ha hbc mém voi
mot sy thém khat hién nhién nhiing gi ho dang chiém
ngudng Vi ho da khong coi d6 la nhitng tha thira théi,
khong can thiét.

“T6i khong hiéu ong dinh &m chi dén diéu gi,” Peppone
lam bam véi vé hoai nghi.

“Y t6i mudn ndi rang hang hoa tiéu ding bay gio da
phong phti dén muc nguoi phu nir ¢d thé tu cho phép
minh doi chiéc quan dai dé lay mét chiéc vay dep.”

Thay Peppone khdng chiu cin cau, Don Camillo noi
tiép:

“V6i s6 tién rap ma anh d3 dung 10 ngan lira dé doi ay,
sao khong dung né mua cho vo anh mot chiéc vay 16t?
Tat nhién 1a vay 16t quc doanh, 1am bang vat liéu quéc
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doanh va may boi tho may quéc doanh khong thé nao
mong doi c6 dugc nhitng duong vién, nhitng dac diém
tinh té, cau ky nhu hang san xuit bai khu vuc tu nhan.”

Dén lac nay thi Peppone da khong kém dugc cau tra loi
day vé khinh migét.

“Nguoi phu nit tét nhat 1a tha mac mot chiéc vay 16t tam
thuong ma duogc tu do, con hon la di mua sam ¢ ctra tiém
Christian Dior’s nhung lai bi bat lam no 1€.”

“Noi rat hay, d¢ong chi a!”, Don Camillo ndi, cung luc
nhin thay duoc bong dang mot nguoi trong phai doan ma
ong ta dang chu y tim.

Pong chi Bacciga da tim cach tach ra khoi phai doan dé
vao bat chuyén véi moét nhan vién phu trach khu bén
quan 4o lam bang 16ng thi. Cudc néi chuyén cua hai
ngudi dién ra bang ngdbn ngir ky hiéu, loai ngdn ngir
danh cho nguoi diéc, ndi dung han ciing 13 su trao doi
qua lai, roi ca hai lai con cti xuéng ghi ghi chép chép
trén nhitng manh gidy nho. Maét ldc sau, ¢6 vé nhu ho da
c6 mot thoa thuan vi ddng chi Bacciga rit tir trong tdi ra
mot sé phong bi ma phan ghi dia chi ngudi nhan dugc
boc bang giay bong kinh dua cho ngudi nhan vién béan
hang, ngudi nay nhanh nhen nhan lay va cat dudi quay
tinh tién. RS ¢6 ban hang g6i mot cai khin choang bang
I6ng chon dua lai cho Bacciga. Thé 1a cudc trao ddi giira
hai ngudi da hoan tat. Peppone khdng hé dé y dén su
viéc dang dién ra nhung Don Camillo khong bé s6t mot
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chi tiét nao cua cudc trao ddi nén ong ta voi va mudn
quay ra dé tr¢ ve lai khach san.

Nhung mii cho dén ti phai doan mai tré vé, vi theo lich
trinh, sau cira hang bach héa 1a mét bénh vién rdi téi mot
xuong san xuat 6 bi. Vé téi khach san, Don Camillo di
thang vao phong. Peppone, lo ngai vi khong thiy ong
nay, nén ciing voi VA quay vé phong va nhin thay Don
Camillo dang ngdi bét trén san nha, cham chi doc mot
sb truyén don va bao chi 13y tir trong va li cua minh ra.

“Ong van chua thoa man véi nhimg trich doan cua Lenin
hay sao?” Peppone gam lén. “Ong con mang theo nhiing
thir rac rudi gi nita day?”

Don Camillo tham chi khong budn ngang dau 1én, mét
van tiep tuc doc cham chi.

“Cam lay to gidy nay,” Ong ta noi rdi dwa cho Peppone
mot to giay roi, “hoc thudc 1ong nhitng doan c6 gach dit
bang bat chi mau xanh.”

Peppone cam lay va nhin vao to gidy.

“N6i dung to gidy nay trich ra tir Cam Nang Nguoi Linh
ma!” Han kéu Ién.

“Ha? céi gi? Bo anh mudn tdi cit mang theo may ban tin
tr to bdo Osservatore Romano (to nhgt bao cua toa
thanh Vatican) ha?”

Mat Peppone do buirng mot cach dir ton nhu Cach Mang
Thang Muoi (Cugc cach mang Nga thang 10/1917).
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“T6i n6i cho ong biét rang day 1a tai liéu lay tir ban sao
cla ca nhan t6i dé ¢ trén gia sach trong thu vién cua
dang bo dia phuong! Co ca con dau cua thu vién dong
trén d6, ngay chd nay nay. T6i mubn duoc biét lam thé

2

nao...

“Ché ¢6 hi hung véi, ddng chi al Bo anh khong biét rang
t6i ¢6 thé c6 duoc nhiing tai liéu vé chu nghia Cong san
trong thu vién cia Buc Giam Muyc hay sao?”

Peppone cli xuéng xem xét ky dong tai liéu trén san
nha.

“Tat ca déu la cua toi, tirng to mot!” Han kéu Ién kinh
hoang, “Ong lam tan nat hét ca mot bo suu tap! TOi
s¢...”

“Théi ndo, déng chi!” Don Camillo ngat 1oi, “That dang
xau ho khi khoi lai nhitng bat dong nho nhat ca nhan cua
chung ta trén x{r ngudi. Nhanh 1én, ¢é thugc 1ong nhiing
doan gach dit mau xanh. Nhitng doan gach dit mau do la
phan cia t6i.”

Peppone nhin Don Camillo vé nghi ngo.

“Chac 6ng dang dinh muu do chuyén gi nira day, phai
khong?”

“Chéang c6 muu db gi hét. Néu anh khong mudn 1am trd
cudi cho ngudi ta thi tét nhat 1a chiu khé 1am theo nhiing
gi tdi vira bao anh. Anh chi ¢ nua tiéng ddng ho thoi
day.”
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“Duoc rdi. Toi s& n6i thém vé chuyén nay sau vay.”

NGi xong, Peppone ngdi xudng ban, hét sic chi y vao
nhitng doan gach dit mau xanh va cb gang ghi nhé. Chi
c6 hai doan va mdi doan chi do ching vai dong, nhung
Vi qué phan nd nén hin thudc duoc ludn ca trang gidy.

o

“Bay gid tdi mudn duoc nghe ddng chi,” Don Camillo
vira n6i vira cat nhitng to giay con lai trén san nha vao va
li cua Ong ta.

“Thua cac dong chi,” Peppone bat dau, “Lenin da noi:
Nhitng gi goi la cuc doan thi khong bao gid ching ta nén
lam. Nhung chung ta bat budc phai lya chon. Ching ta
ludn ludn muén c6 mot sue minh bach tuyét ddi, cho du
diéu d6 d6i khi tr& nén qué hep hoi va khéng khoan
nhuong, con hon 1a mét tinh trang mo hd khdng biét dau
ma luong, khong biét dau 1a ddu mbi ma nim bat...”

“Tét 1am! Khi t6i 1am ra vé nhu minh khéng thé nhg
dugc mot trich din nao d6 cuia Lenin thi ddng chi hay 1én
tiéng voi cau trich d6 nhé. Con véi nhimg doan vin
khéc, &m hiéu sé& 1a khi tdi hoi dong chi vé& y kién chinh
thac cia Pang.”

“Hay vi Chia ma néi cho t6i biét 6ng mudn &m chi dén
cai Bang nao?”

“Di nhién 1a chi c6 mot dang duy nhat ¢ day la dang
Cong san chi con dang nao nita ha ddng chi?” Don
Camillo tra 10i. “Cai Pang ma, nhu da noi rd trong Cam
Nang, yéu cau tat ca cac dang vién rang...”
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“Rang trong moi hanh vi c& nhan, ho phai...”, Peppone
chen vao. Va bing mét giong gian dit, han trich dan toan
bo doan vin, khong thiéu mot chir nio ma con doc to ca
nhitng dau phay, dau chdm. Don Camillo ling nghe véi
dang vé mot ké cao dao. Sau cung, 6ng ta bao:

“Xuéat sic lam, dong chi a! Téi hdnh dién dwoc c6 mot
giao dan nhu dong chi trong giao x& cua minh.”

*kk

Bita com tdi khoan dai phai doan hét stc thinh soan va
cling vo cung bo ich cho sy hoc hoi cuia moi ngudi.
Pdng chi Oregov ciing da tranh thu khoe khoang nhiing
tién bo ma Lién X6 da dat dugc trong nam 1965 bang
nhitng con s6 thdng ké dugc minh hoa. Pén cudi bita an,
nhu thong 1€, sau nhirng nang ly chic murng hoa binh, su
hoa hodn trong cac quan hé qudc té va sy chién thing
khong thé tranh khoi cua chu nghia Cong san, Don
Camillo duing day.

“Thua cac dong chi,” Ong ta bat dau noi, “La dang vién,
mdi nguoi trong ching ta bugc phai tuan tha mot sé
nguyén tic nhat dinh, phai tu kiém diém va manh dan
phé binh Idn nhau trong tinh than xay dyng...”

Ong ta phat biéu rat cham rai, tir ton, nhan manh ting 1oi
va ty hao nhin vé phia dong chi Oregov, trong khi dong
chi Petrovna cham chu phién dich ting loi n6i mét caa
Don Camillo.
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“Pi dién voi y thirc dang vién ciaa minh, mot ngudi
Cong san phai biét ty xem xét k§ ludng ting hanh dong,
l6i néi va tu hoi liégu minh co6 thé nao lam tét hon, noi
dang hon nhitng gi minh da néi va lam hay khéng. Anh
ta khéng nén ngan ngai noi 18n sy that, ‘cho du su that ay
c6 dau 1ong dén chung nao’. Thua cac ddng chi, toi
khdng nhé 3 duoc ting 10i cia Lenin da tirng nhic nho
chilng ta vé van dé nay. Lenin day rang...”

Don Camillo loay hoay mét cach v vong c6 tim céch
nhd dugc chinh x&c tung 1oi nodi caa Lenin thi Peppone
tiép 10i: “Pung ban tim, dong chi. Lenin noi: ‘Nhiing gi
goi la cuc doan thi khong bao gio chung ta nén lam.
Nhung chung ta bat budc phai lya chon. Ching ta ludn
lubn mubn c6 mot sy minh bach tuyét d6i, cho du diéu
do6 doi khi trd nén qua hep hoi va khong khoan nhuong,
con hon 13 mét tinh trang mo hd khdng biét dau ma
luong, khong biét dau 1a ¢du mbi ma nam bat...>”

Pong chi Yenka Oregov guc gic dau, miéng mim cudi
to vé tu man.

“Cam on, dong chi,” Don Camillo néi, mit van nhin
thang vé phia dong chi Oregov, “Trén co s nay, tdi cam
thiy minh dugc phép ndi mot cach rd rang hon. Ngay
hom qua co mot chat chuyén khong vui nho lién quan
dén truong hop dong chi Rondella, da nhic cho toi nhé
dén doan thir nam cua ban diéu 18 Pang c6 ndi dung nhu
sau: ‘Trong truong hop co su vi pham Ky luat Bang, moi
dang vién déu c6 quyén yéu cau duoc xét xir boi mot t6
chirc chinh thuc cua Pang va ¢ quyén khang céo 18n hoi
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ddng dang vién va t6i co quan tham quyén Pang & cp
cao hon.” Do d6, t6i c6 diéu can dugc noi Ién: néu mot
thanh vién trong phai doan do dong chi Thuong Nghi Si
Bottazzi 1anh dao c¢6 hanh vi vi pham ky luat Bang thi co
quan Pang nao s& xét xtr dong chi 4y? D1 nhién, dong chi
Thuong Nghi Si 1a dai dién cua Dang va co thé dua vu
viéc ra lién doan, chi bd khu vuc hoac chi bo dang ma
ngudi vi pham tryc thudc. Nhung néu su vi pham dién ra
trén dat nuéc X0 Viét va co lién quan dén tinh hinh mot
dia phuong, thi té chirc nao c6 tham quyén xét xu? Toi
cho rang vu viéc phai dugc xét xtr & ngay tai day va ngay
bay gio. Ly do la vi ching ta hién tai khéng c6 su lién
két vai bat cur to chirc Pang nao nhu da duoc quy dinh ¢
doan 10 cia Ban Diéu Lé Dang, vi thé, toi tin rang ching
ta c6 thé va nén to chirc mot chi by dang ngay trong noi
bo phai doan.”

Khi ddng chi Petrovna phién dich lai 1oi cua Don
Camillo, dong chi Oregov khdng c6 sy phan ddi nao va
binh tinh chd cho Don Camillo tiép tuc phat biéu.

“Thua cac d@)ng chi,” Don Camillo tiép tuc, “cac déng
chi dang nhin vao t6i nhu thé muén hoi t6i dang mudn
no6i dén chi bo Pang nao day. Khong phai chi b cong
doan, vi chung ta hién tai khong tham gia lao dong;
khong phai chi by khu vuc, boi vi dia phuong nay khong
phai 1 noi chiing ta sinh séng. L& di nhién, khong thé
chéi cai chung ta dén Lién X6 khong phai dé giai tri, ma
dung hon dén day dé hoc tap, dé truyén ba diéu ching ta
duoc hoc tap, va ddy 1a mot ¢éng viéc co tim quan trong
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khong nho. Va cho du ching ta khdng sinh séng ¢ day,
nhung Lién X6 van 1a qué huong tinh than cua ching ta.
Toi s& noi cho cac dong chi nghe diéu toi dang suy
nghi.”

Thai d6 caa Don Camillo rd rang 1a rat chan thanh, nén
ctr toa da lang nghe 6ng ta mot cach hét sirc cham chu.

“Céac dong chi, chling ta, mot nhém nhing ngudi lit hanh
da ty tich minh ra khoi mot nén van minh 18i thoi, suy
tan dé budc chan vao mot nén van minh vén 13 niém tu
hao cua tudi tré hém nay. Ching ta 13 phi hanh doan cua
mot ¢ may khong gian da biét bo lai sau lung thé gioi
muc nat cia chi nghia Tu Ban va dang trén hanh trinh
kham pha mot thé giéi day quyén rii cua cha nghia Xa
Hoi. Phi hanh doan nhé bé cua ching ta khong bao gom
nhitng c& nhan riéng I¢ ma 1a mot nhém nguoi két hop
lai v6i nhau bang mot niém tin duy nhat, mét y chi duy
nhét: truyén ba chu nghia Cong san di khap toan cau.
Khoéng, chdng ta khéng phai 1a mét chi b cong doan hay
mot chi bo khu vuc, ching ta la mot chi b6 lién hanh
tinh, mot chi bo vii try. Boi vi thé gidi noi chiing ta sinh
séng xa céach véi thé giéi xa hoi cha nghia hon 13 hanh
tinh ndy cach xa mat trang. Do d6, toi dé nghi phai doan
ctia ching ta s& ty to chac thanh mot chi bd Pang duoc
dit tén theo vi 1anh tu duy nhat hién than cho khét vong
hoa binh va tién bo cua nhan dan Xé Viét: Nikita
Khrushchev!”

Pong chi Oregov qua xuc dong dén ndi 6ng ta dirng day,
giita tieng vo tay hoan hd vang doi va bat tay Don
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Camillo it nhat muoi 1an. Don Camillo tham khao y kién
Cua 6ng nay qua trung gian ngudi phién dich, roi noi:

“Nhan danh dang Cong San Y va véi sy nhat tri cua dai
dién dang Cong san Nga, toi tuyén bé sy ra doi cua ‘chi
b6 Nikita Khrushchev.’

Ca chin thanh vién cua chi bo di t6 chirc ngay mét cudc
hop that don gian va dé dang vi tit ca di dang ngdi
quanh ban. Theo diéu thir 28 cua ban Biéu Lé Pang ho
da bau ra mot dong chi dai dién cho chi bo. Pong chi
Camillo Tarocci dugc bau lanh dao chi bo, ddng chi
Nanni Scamoggia lam thu ky va dong chi Vittorio
Peratto lam thu quy. Peppone da khong tham gia bo
phiéu va mai dén khi nang ly chic ming nhiing nguoi
dugc chi b bau chon hdn méi nhan ra rang lanh dao
phai doan bay gio 1a Don Camillo. Han khdng con biét
lam gi khac ngoai néc can ly ruou cia minh.

“Thua cac dong chi,” Don Camillo long trong thong béo,
“Truéc hét, toi xin cam on cac dong chi dd biéu 16 sy tin
cay tron Ven noi toi va toi hira s& 1am tat ca nhitng gi can
lam dé xtng dang vai su tin cay do. Toi dé nghi ching ta
s& bat tay vao viéc ngay khéng mot chat cham tré. C6 ai
c¢6 dé nghi hoic goi ¥ cho bat ky cong viéc gi trudc khi
chdng ta hop ban khong?”

Khi khong thiy c6 ai Ién tiéng, Don Camillo ty minh
dang ra dam nhan trong trach clng véi céi nhin day nét
dau khé tir Peppone.
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“Vay thi, thua cac dong chi. T6i ¢ mot dé nghi. Khang
mot nguoi Cong san chan chinh nao sg héi su thuc. Bang
da day chung ta khong duoc khoan dung véi nhitng thiéu
sot, khong duoc théa man vai nhitng gi khong dat duoc
dén tm muc hoan hao. Mot dang vién ma khong c6 kha
nang phé binh, khong biét doi hoi nhitng nd luc ti da tir
chinh ban than minh va tir cac dong chi cua minh thi
khong thé hy vong trg thanh lanh dao hodc gianh dugc
sy ung ho cua quan chung ngoai dang cho chinh nghia
cua ching ta. Trong s nhitng nghia vu duoc liét ké
trong doan 9 cua ban Piéu Lé Pang, dang vién phai
‘sdng cudc sdng riéng tu mot cach liém chinh mau muc.’
Pong chi Bacciga, dong chi ¢ thira nhan rang budi trua
nay, trong liic chung ta dén tham ctra hang Bach Hoa,
dong chi dd mua mot chiée khian choang bang 16ng chon
khong?”

“T6i thira nhan didu do,” ddng chi Bacciga tra loi, nét
mat doi sac xanh l¢ nhu nguoi sap chét. “bong chi
Oregov cho phép chung ta muon mua gi thi mua ma.”

“Chinh xac. Pdng chi c6 thira nhan thém rang, déng chi
da tra cho viéc mua ban 4y khong chi bang tién ma con
kém thém vé chan bang Nylon dong chi dem theo tir qué
nha? Néu dong chi khong thira nhan diéu dé thi dong chi
la mot ke gian ddi. Va néu dong chi can d¢am thira nhan
diéu d6 thi ciing c6 nghia 1a ddng chi thi nhan da cau két
véi bon con budn chg den thuc hién mot giao dich gay
t6n hai ddng ké cho nén kinh té X6 Viét. N6i ngan gon,
dong chi 1a mot ké pha hoai. Trong ca hai truong hop
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néu trén, cudc sbéng riéng cua dong chi khdng phai l1a
liem chinh miu myc. Véi két luan nay, t6i cham dut loi
budc t6i cua minh. Bay gio tat ca ching ta s& ling nghe
l6i bién ho cua dong chi.”

Trong luc dong chi Bacciga dang vat 1on dé sap xép cac
ly 1& ciia minh thi dong chi Petrovna phién dich lai 1oi
budc t6i ciia Don Camillo cho dong chi Oregov nam rd
su viéc. Pong chi Bacciga lap bap nhing 10i tu bao chira
khong dau ra dau cho hanh vi ctia minh. Chi bo nhat tri
cho rang 1oi bién ho da khong day da va thuyét phuc.
Truéc hét, Bacciga dd qua mat quan thué Lién X@; tha
hai, anh ta da pha hoai nén kinh té X6 Viét; th ba, anh
ta da phan boi sy tin cay cua cac dong chi Xé Viét. bong
chi Oregov tréng gidng nhu phai dong vai Robespierre*
dung ra xét xir vu viéc va dong chi Bacciga phai ty kiém
diém truéc mat 6ng ta.

“Viéc thang than nhan 13i caa minh 12 mot loi diém cho
dong chi,” Don Camillo két luan. “Nhung bay nhiéu
chua du. Vé van dé nay thi toi s& xin y kién cua dong chi
Thuong Nghi Si Bottazzi.”

Trong ¢ ging t6i da nhat dé ching to vi tri quyén lyuc
cua minh véi tu cach truong doan, Peppone tra l0i:

“Thuc vay, Pang yéu cau cac hanh vi ca nhan cua mdi
dong chi chling ta phai 1a gwong mau cho ngudi khac noi
theo. Do d6, Pang khong thé nhim mit truéc nhiing
hanh vi ha thip thanh danh Dang trong con mét caa quan
chang. Theo hoc thuyét Marxist-Leninist, doi séng riéng
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va tu cach dang vién 1a mot. T6 chic Pang thuc thi
nhirng chtrc nang ky luat va sé co bién phap vaéi nhirng
phan tir ndo coi trach nhiém x& hoi 1a phu thudc vao
phuc loi c& nhan, qua dé, tu bdi nho minh bang céng cu
cua bon tu ban.”

Loi phat biéu cua Peppone c6 stc thuyét phuc manh mé
dén ndi dong chi Oregov da dung day mot lan thi hai dé
tan thuong vai mot nu cudi ra vé tan thanh

“Nhung tu kiém diém va sy Ién &n khong thé chudc duoc
t6i 16i d pham,” Don Camillo thém vao. “Ngay dén cac
linh muc, vén 1 hién than cua sy gia hinh va 6 nhuc, van
khuyén bao ké xung toi rang anh ta phai dén toi da pham
va trong truong hop trom cap, anh ta pha tra lai vat an
cap cho cha so hitu hop phap caa no.”

“Cac dong chi chac khéng biét cac linh muc nhiéu dau,”
Peppone gian dir xen vao. “Rat nhiéu khi ho dong 16a véi
bon cudp hon 1a ket an ching.”

“T6i dang noi dén diéu ho phai 1am chir khong néi dén
nhitng gi xay ra trong thuc té,” Don Camillo giai thich.
“Chéac chan viéc d6i chac cua ddng chi Bacciga phai
duoc xem la trom cap.”

Sau mot ldc thao luan thém, dong chi Scamoggia dua ra
mot nghi quyet:

“T6i d& nghi dd an cap phai duoc tra vé cho Lién Xa.
Hay dé dong chi Bacciga trao né cho ddng chi Nadia
Petrovna.”
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C6 nhitng tiéng thi tham ram ran trong s6 ctr toa, dong
chi Petrovna da dich than 1én tiéng.

“Tbi rat biét on trudc sy tir té cua dong chi,” Co ta noi.
“Nhung cho du & mot mirc d6 nao do thi ‘hanh dong trén
la mét sy tu 1am vAy ban bang céng cu cua bon tu ban’
nhu ddng chi Thuong Nghi Si dé phét biéu. Nhung t6i da
noi véi dong chi Oregov rang cac dong chi mudn dugc
goi tang chiéc khin choang 16ng chon cho vo caa dong
chi 4y, dong chi Sonia Oregovna.”

Giai phap tai tinh khéo 1éo nay da nhan dugc sy ung ho
nong nhiét. Bong chi Bacciga phai trao chiéc khin
choang 16ng chon cho Peppone, va ddng chi nay sé trao
lai cho ddng chi Oregov, nhan danh mét chi bo Pang
mai thanh lap c6 tén ‘chi bd v tru Nikita Khrushchev’.
Con vé phan d6i vo dai bang Nylon, tit ca moi ngudi
hién dién da quén limg di, ngoai trir ddng chi Bacciga.
Khi Don Camillo két thic budi hop bang 1oi tuyén &n
dong chi Bacciga bi dinh chi moi hoat dong lién quan
dén Pang trong 6 thang, thi ké bi két an da chiéu mot tia
nhin cim phan dén nguoi tuyén an. Trén duong Ién lau
trén tro vé phong, Bacciga dd bam sat nit ké budc toi
minh dé rit 1én:

“Pong chi, Pang Cong San khong du 16n dé co thé co du
chd cho ca hai ching ta!”

“Do @6, chic chin dang vién khdng trung thuc s& la
nguoi phai bi dudi ra ngoai.” Don Camillo tra loi.
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Trudce khi tit dén, Don Camillo ¢ m& quyén sb ghi chép
ndi tiéng caa minh va viét xudng: “S6 2 — Pong chi
Bacciga, bi thanh ly véi 1y do dao duc.”

Peppone tir trén giwdng cta minh, vai tay ra giat quyén
s6 ctia Don Camillo doc doan méi duoc 6ng nay ghi
xubng. Vira ném quyén sé tra lai cho Don Camillo hén
vua noi:

“Muc ké tiép s& 1a: ‘S6 3 — Thanh Iy: ky bai dong chi
Peppone.’”.

Don Camillo to vé coi thuong loi caa Peppone, 6ng ta
mia mai:

“Anh chang biét coc khd gi vé cai dang Cong san cua
anh ca!”.

* Robespierre (1758-1794) la lanh dao phai Jacobin
trong Cach mang Phép, noi tiéng véi Iy tuong dan chi va
binh dang. Ong tré thanh biéu tuong cua thoi ky Khing
bd véi viéc xur tir hang loat bang guillotine, trudc khi
chinh minh bi 14t @ va hanh hinh.
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CHINH TRI TREN PUONG

“Pong chi c6 mang theo hd so 1y lich cua tat ca cac dang
vién trong phai doan cua chung ta khong?”

Peppone, lic 4y dang ban cao rau, gian dit quay ngoat
nguoi lai.

“Cong viéc do hoan toan la cua toi!”
“Cong viéc cua chung ta, y dong chi 1a nhu vay. Gid

day, t6i 1a 1anh dao chi bo, t6i ¢ quyén duoc biét rd moi
thanh vién trong chi b ctia minh.”
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“Ong hoan toan c6 quyén di tau subt thing mot I&o
xudng hoa nguc va nhé mang theo ca chi bo caa minh
nhé.”

Don Camillo ngudc mat nhin 18n troi.

“Lay Chua, Ngai ¢ nghe anh ta néi khéng? Trong tat ca
cac chi bo dang Cong san trén toan thé giéi, chi b nay
1a duy nhét c6 duoc vi tuyén Gy chi bd, vay ma anh ta lai
trd cho ca chi bo phai di xudng hoa nguc.”

Tat ca moi su trén doi nay déu co gidi han caa riéng no.
Va khi mot ludi dao cao lai dugce dung nhu mot cai cude
X6i dat thi n6 s& tro thanh mot tha vii khi cuc ky nguy
hiém. Peppone quén rang minh dang cao rau, nén manh
tay cha vao cam, khién cam bi chay mau. Nhung lam sao
ma mot vién Thuong Nghi ST Cong san ¢6 dugc Su yén
6n trong tdm hon khi han ta da mang minh dén nuéc Nga
mét vi tu si gia danh 12 mot chién binh Cong san thuan
thanh va vién dac sir cua Vatican hiém &c nay lai con ty
phong cho minh la lanh dao cuta chi bo? Trong luc
Peppone lo chim soc cai cam bj cira rach cia minh thi
Don Camillo di xoay s¢ dé bo lai vao va-li cia nguoi
ban cung phong nhing tap hd so ma 6ng ta da khéo 1éo
lay ra dé nghién ciu.

“Pong chi nay, néu nhitng hd so c6 tinh cach that riéng
tu thi chiing ta khéng ban tam nita nhé. Nhung dong chi
chd ¢6 ngac nhién néu tdi mac phai nhing 16i 1am dang
xau h6 nhé!”
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Ciing vira luc d6, Scamoggia budc vao bao cho ho biét
xe buyt dang chd moi nguoi ¢ trudc cong khach san.

*kk

Hoém dé 1a mot budi sang mua thu am dam. Nhimg nguoi
phu nit trong bo 4o lién quan cia dan 6ng dang quét don,
chui rira duong pho c6 ngudi didu khién xe dién, co
ngudi rai nhya xudng mat duong hoac 1am cong viéc xay
dung ¢ mot toa nha mai xay. Trugc mot cira hang an,
mot hang dai phu nir trong trang phuc caa phu nr nhung
gian di hon dang kién nhan xép hang cho dén luot. Don
Camillo chdom vé phia Peppone va thi tham vao tai han:

“Nhitng nguoi phu nir nay khong chi co quyén 13 dan
6ng; ho con c6 quyén l1a phu nit nita day.”

Peppone tham chi khdng budn ngudc 1én. Han va Don
Camillo ngdi & hang ghé sau cua xe buyt. Pong chi
Oregov va ddng chi Petrovna ngdi phia trudc, ngay sau
tai xé, con lai 8 dong chi trong doan chia nhau cac hang
ghé & gitra. Mdi khi dong chi Petrovna ding diy dé
phién dich 10i cia ddng chi Oregov c6 ta s& d6i dién véi
tat ca moi thanh vién cua doan. Viéc sip xép chd ngoi
nhu thé ndy cho phép Don Camillo thi tham ndi chuyén
v6i Peppone, hin ngdi chi cach mot 161 di, hodc voi hai
ddng chi Tavan va Scamoggia dang chiém dong hai chd
ngdi truéc mat Don Camillo. Hién gio, sau khi di loai
trir duoc dong chi Rondella cua chi bd Milan va lam
lung lay long tin cua dong chi Bacciga thudc chi bo
Genoa, muc tiéu ké tiép cia Don Camillo 1a dong chi
Tavan.



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 122

“Tavan, Antonio, 42 tudi, goc gac ¢ Pranovo thugc tinh
Veneto. Pang Vién tir nam 1943. Trude dé la ta dien.
Tich cuc hoat dong, trung thanh, dang tin cdy. Chi nén
su dung trong gidi ndng dan do boi nhiing hiéu biét han
chét vé cac van dé xa hgi va kinh té. Cha theo chu nghia
X& Hoi. Gia dinh dong chi Tavan dd canh tac trén cing
mgét thira rugng trong suor 120 nam. Mgt ndng dan siéng
nang va co kinh nghiém lam nong.”

Trén ddy 1a ho so 1y lich c& nhan cia Tavan ma Don
Camillo da chom dugc tur va-li cua Peppone. Va gio day,
anh nong dan Tavan di trd thanh ngudi bi sin dudi.
Chiéc xe buyt da ra khoi thanh phd va dang di ngang qua
nhitng khu lang mac hoang ving.

“Ching ta dang di ngang qua khu vuc ndng trang cua
sovkos* ‘Co Po’”, dong chi Petrovna dan giai, “mot
trong nhirng hop tac xa nong nghiép dau tién dugc thanh
lap ngay sau Cach Mang. Tong dién tich ciia sovko la 30
ngan héc-ta, trong sé do dét canh tac 1a 10 ngan héc-ta,
duogc trang bi 54 dau may kéo, 15 may thu hoach va 15
xe tai dung van chuyén vai sé xa vién 1a 380 nguoi. Tinh
dén thoi diém hién tai, ching ta c6 ca thay khoang 6
ngan hop tac xa tuong tu trén toan cdi X6 Viét, cung véi
4 triéu con bo, 6 triéu con heo va 12 triéu curu...”

Ngdi trong xe dua mat quan sat mot dai binh nguyén
ménh méng rong I6n, bdng nhién phai doan nhin thiy
nhitng dau hiéu cua khu cu dan, nhitng can nha nho tap
trung xung quanh nhirng toa nha to 16n c6 mai lop ton,
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thap u thac 3n gia suc, chudng trai va nha kho. Khi chiéc
Xe buyt chay vao mot con dudng dat nho hep, phai doan
nhin thiy hang t& may kéo khdng 16 bi bo nam rai rac
chd nay mot chiéc, chd kia mét chiéc trén khap canh
ddng da duoc cay bira bay gio phu day réu méc va bun
den. Ca ¢ trong khu vyc cua cac x& vién sinh hoat an ngu
cling c6 nhing chiéc may kéo, xe tai va cac loai dung cu
ndng nghiép vat bura bdi ngoai troi himg mua hing nang
ngay ¢ trudc cac tda nha lam viéc ciia ndng trang.

“Bdn triéu con bd!” Don Camillo kéu 1én v6i mét tiéng
tho dai.
“P6 1a mot con s6 dang ké!” Peppone dong y

“4 triéu cong voi 27 triéu con tir cac hop tac xa ndng
nghiép nho hon ¢ khap noi sé la 31 triéu con.”

“Con s0 khong 16!”

“pén cudi nim 1960, con sd s& 1a 40 triéu con”, Don
Camillo ndi tiép. “Nhung tinh dén thoi diém hién tai van
cd 2 triéu 2 tram con bo it hon so véi nam 1928 la nam
truéc khi co tap thé hda néng nghiép.”

Peppone khong thé thay dugc chi dich cua Don
Camillo.

“Pong chi 4,” Don Camillo giai thich, “Lién X6 1a qudc
gia duy nhat trén the gi¢i noi ma moi thir déu duoc cong
khai, moi thtr déu duogc tuyén bo cho céng ching biét 1a
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t6t dep hay khong tt dep. Day la s6 lieu thong ké chinh
thirc va tir nhitng con so nay, ching ta phai két luan rang
trong lic da c6 nhitng tién bo to 1on trong l1anh vuc khoa
hoc va cong nghiép thi riéng lanh vuc ndng nghiép van
con tut hau. Nhirng tinh nguyén vién tir Moscow, Kiev
va cac d6 thi I6n khac di phai duoc phai dén Siberia dé
khai pha thém dét dai.”

Ong ta vung hai tay 1én troi ra vé to sy cam thong, nhung
thuc ra 1a muén ting 10i cia minh rét vao tai dong chi
nong dan Tavan. Don Camillo n6i thém, bé ngoai 1a cho
Peppone:

“Pdng chi da nhin thay tinh trang cua nhitng chiéc may
kéo kia chi? Pong chi c6 thé tu minh danh gia diéu toi
vira n6i. Toi noi dé dong chi thay van dé nam & chd nay:
Nong dan 1a ndng dan, du la ¢ day hay ¢ bat ctr dau trén
thé gioi. Hay nhin thang vao tinh hinh nuéc ta & qué nha.
Thanh phan nao 1a lac hau nhat? Noéng dan! bung vay,
t6i biét nhitng ngudi lao dong cong nhat dang cd gang dé
cai thién tinh trang cua ho, nhung ho chi Ia nhirng nguoi
lam cong. Hay thir thay d6i cach 1am viéc cua ndng dan
hay ta dién xem! Liéu 1am nhu vy c6 khién ho ¢ y thic
giai cip hon hay thic dau ho tich cyc tham gia vao
phong trao vo san trén thé giGi!”

Pong chi Tavan d3 vénh tai 1én nghe khdng s6t mot loi
nao tur cudc doi thoai dang dién ra sau lung ga.

“Va béy gio ching ta tha xem xét tinh hinh dang dién ra
¢ nudc Nga nay,” Don Camillo tiép tuc. “Thanh phan
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nao dang kim ham su phat trién cua dat nuéc? Chinh la
cai bon cimg dau ¢ cac kolkhos**, cai bon khong hé
quan tAm dén dat dai tap thé va ct khang khang doi tiép
tuc canh tac trén vai mau ruong con con ma nha nuéc da
hao phong cho phép ho dugc dung lam cua riéng. Co
khoang 80 ngan kolkhos nhu thé va chirng 6 ngan sovkos
vao hang dai ndong trang nhung cac ngai nong dan & Cac
kolkhos manh mun lai 1am chu 17 triéu dau gia slc, so
séanh véi 14 triéu dau gia sic cua so hitu tap thé duoc
phéan chia gitra cac dai sovkos va kolkhos nho. Nhirng
nguoi néng dan do khong ximg dang duoc lam chu mot
manh ruong nao hét. Tin toi di, rdi nha nuéc s& liy di
hét cho ma coi.”

Hai tai ciia dong chi Tavan da bat dau chuyén sang mau
do choi.

“hay nhin mot 1an nita vao tinh hinh dat nudc ching ta,”
Don Camillo tiép 10i. “Ai 1a nguoi ¢b vii cho thi trudng
cho den trong suét thoi ky chién tranh? Nong dan! Va ¢
day ai la tha pham lam viéc d6? Nong dan tir nhiing
kolkhos! O dat nudc ching ta, & ddu ma gisi tu si van
con duy tri dugc quyén luc cua ho? Chinh Ia trong gioi
nong dan! Va ¢ Lién X6, lam cach nao ma tan du cua
bon tu si van tiép tuc 1am tri tré sy phat trién chung cua
dat nugc? Chinh 13 nhd nhitng dong Rap ho c6 dugc tir
bon kolkhos manh man!”

Hai tai cua dong chi Tavan khong thé do hon doi go ma
cua dong chi Peppone.



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 126

“Pdng chi,” Don Camillo no6i dé di dén phan két thuc 1oi
phét biéu cia minh. “Chung ta dang c6 mat trén mot dat
nuéc da pha v& moi ky luc thé gisi trén khip cac lanh
vuc va & vi tri dau tién trong cudc chay dua 1én mit
trang. Nhung & trong cac kolkhos van con tdn tai nhiing
tu lgi ich ky can tré cu tién bo. Hay canh gi4c vai nhiing
loai nong dan nhu thé! Ching 1a mot thé lec dang so,
cha chang choi!”

“N6i hay 1am, ddng chi a!” Scamoggia tir hang ghé trudc
mat Peppone ndi vong xuéng. “Toi cam thiy tic cuoi
khi nguoi ta n6i d&én chuyén chia dat cho ndng dan. Cu
chia dat cho ho roi xem ho s& 1am gi véi ching! Ho s& bo
doi chung ta! Dat dai phai thuoc vé so hitu tap thé, do
nha nudc canh tac. Va ndng dan can phai duoc ddi xu
nhu 1a nhitng c6ng nhan. Chi bai vi néng dan lam viéc
tryc tiép trong ndng trang, thi ho c6 quyén thu huong
nhitng thanh qua c6 duoc tir d6? Néu thé thi tai sao mot
cdng nhan 1am viéc trong nha may san xuat xe hoi khong
dugc cho khéng mdi ngudi mot chiée xe? Ai 1a ngudi da
trao cho ching ta chét do Phat-Xit? Chinh ndng dan!
Chang phai chiéc 40 so mi den 1a trang phuc lam viéc
hang ngay ¢ Emilia va Romagna, noi dong chi va dong
chi Thuong Nghi Si da den tir d6... sao? Hay nhin céi
cach ma may nguoi ngu xuan kia dang tim cach 4m sat

',’

chiéc may kéo...!

Chiéc _may kéo chay nghiéng qua nghiéng lai trén khu
vuc gan véi dudng xe buyt chay tréng co veé ngoal tam
kiém soat va nguy hiém. Thuc ra, nguoi lai chiéc dau
may iy khong phai 1a néng dan ma mét nhan vién tryc
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thudc s& ndng nghiép cua nha nudc. Mic di su vung vé,
bit cin cua anh ta khong gitip ich gi duoc cho ké hoach
ngil nién 1an thir sau nhung lai 1a2 mot co hoi khong thé
bo 16 cho muc dich caa Don Camillo.

“Pd vung vé!” Scamoggia goi to khi chiéc may kéo di
ngang qua chiéc xe buyt chd phai doan. Nhung cai g
vung vé nay lai hiéu loi ché bai cua Scamoggia nhu mot
su chao hoi than thién nén da gio cao nam tay Ién tra loi.
Hai tai cia dong chi Tavan di trg nén tai ngat nhu tai
nguoi chét. Peppone viét nguéch ngoac Ién trén mot
manh giay nho réi dwa cho Don Camillo. Bé cho nhiing
ngudi clng ngoi trén xe yén tam, han noi: Phai ghi lai
nhitng gi chlng ta thay trong ban bao cao khi ching ta
vé lai nha. Nhung trén to gidy nho, han da viét:

“Hay im mom 6ng lai, néu khong, toi s& d4 gy 6ng chan
Cua Ong day!”

Don Camillo nghiém chinh gat dau. Trong khi do,
Scamoggia dang thao thao bat tuyét véi loi chi trich kich
liét gioi nong dan thi dong chi cam thay bi cut hing vi
mot thdng béo ciia dong chi Nadia Petrovna.

“Ching ta s€ khong dung lai & sovkos “Co D6 boi Vi
néng trang nay c6 nhiém vu chinh la gieo hat. Ma vu hat
mua nay da duoc thu hoach, do d6 khong co gi cho
chung ta quan sat. Thay vao d6, chung ta s& dén tham
mot kolkhos ¢ Grevinec, mot ndng trang hop tac cé dién
tich 4 ngan héc-ta dit, noi nong dan canh tac bang xe tai
va chdn nudi bo va heo. Nong trang nay hoan toan tu tri,



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 128

khdng nhan bat cir mot ngudn tai tro ndo tir nha nuéc
mic du s& ndng nghiép cung cip cho ndng trang cac
dung cu may moéc co gidi...Cac dong chi, ching ta vira
di vao dia phan cua kolkhos...”

Mau thong tin cudi cing cua dong chi théng dich vién
xét ra cO vé hoi thira, vi mic du dia hinh van nhu lac di
qua sovkos “Cod D0, nhung quang canh chung da hoan
toan khac han. O day, moi thir déu tréng gon gh&, ngin
nap nhu mong doi. Cac canh dong duoc ciy bira ngay
hang thang 16i, cac chudng nudi gia stc duoc chim soc
can than. Nha cira trong lang déu chi lam bang g6 nhu
mMoi noi, nhung mdi nha déu c6 mot khu trong cdy an
qua va vudn rau riéng, mot goc dé tha ga vit, chd nudi
heo va méang co cho bo. Hai tda nha xay kién cb duoc
ding lam vin phong diéu hanh va trudng hoc cho tré em.
Ddng chi Petrovna cho biét 97 phan tram cac kolkhos di
dugc dién khi héa, nhung chang may kolkhos nay lai
thudc vé sb 3 phan tram chua c6 dién. Dé di vao dugc
trung tam cuaa kolkhos, chiéc xe buyt phai di qua mot con
duong go ghé khic khuyu rat dién hinh, va vi vay, trong
IGc van con nira dam nira méi téi khu trung tam, chi bo
Vi Try da xin phép duoc ra khoi xe, di bd cho gidn gan
gian cét. Lop bun trén mat duong da kho va cang nén
ngoai viéc phai dé mat tranh dam Ién nhitng 16p dat bi
IGn do xe chay, doan khach viéng thim da c6 thé budc di
twrong ddi thong dong. Mét chiéc xe ngua vut ngang qua
doan nguoi di bo. Ngdi trén xe 1a mot ngudi dan ong to
béo, chan mang ung cao toi dau gbi, mic 4o mua bang
vai dau, c6 quan khan long va dau cling doi mi long.
Don Camillo cham chu quan sat ky ludng vé ngoai cua
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ngudi ndy roéi voi vd di nhanh dén gip dong chi
Petrovna.

“Quy ong trong rat tao nha, lich thigp do 1a ai vay ha
dong chi?”

DPdng chi Petrovna cudi to. Co ta chuyén cau hoi do dén
dong chi Oregov, ong nay cling t6 ra cung chia s¢ voi
dong chi thdng dich vién vé thich tha.

“Pong chi qua c6 doi mat tinh nhu mat chim dai bang,”
b ta bao Don Camillo. “Quy 6ng trong rat tao nh, lich
thiép d6 1a mot tu si.”

“Ha? mét tu si?” ddng chi Scamoggia kéu 1én. Ong nay,
tat nhién roi, dang sanh budc bén canh dong chi
Petrovna. “Ong ta c6 chuc trach gi ¢ day?”

Cb gai nhin Scamoggia vai vé hét stic nghiém trong.

“Pong chi c6 nhg diéu 128 cua Hién Phap khdng?:
Nham muc dich bdo dam quyén tw do heong tdm, Gido
Hoi sé phai tach biét ra khoi nha nudée va Truwong hoc
tach biét khoi Giao Hgi. Mdi céng ddn déu cd quyen
thirc hanh cac nghi 1é ton gido hodc ¢ nhitng hoat déng
tuyén truyén chong tén gido tly theo sw lira chon cua
minh.”

“Nhung anh chang d6 khong phai la mot céng dan, anh
ta la mot linh muc!” Scamoggia noéi voi giong vo cung
phan ng.
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Dong chi Petrovna lai cuoi thich thi mot 1an nia. Khi
cb ta giai thich ly do cua su vui nhon bat thuong cua
minh cho dong chi Oregov thi 6ng nay cling vui vé Xen
Vao.

“Pong chi nay, ¢ Lién X0, cac tu si déu c6 nhitng quyén
ty do nhu moi nguoi khac. Mién 1a ho khéng tim cach
khuyén du hay xuyén tac dé ngudi khac bé niém tin cua
minh di theo dao cua ho thi khong mét ai quay ray ho.
Néu c6 ai can dén su giap d& cua mot vi linh muc, thi
ngudi ay hoan ty do nhan va thanh toan cho dich vu ton
gido ma ho da thu nhan.”

Scamoggia quay qua Don Camillo.

“Pong chi &, 6ng da n6i dung day. Ong biét khong, mot
trong nhitng ly do t6i muon viéng tham dat nudc nay la
dé trdnh khong phai nhin thay mét anh tu si nao!”

“Tu si 14 mot l0di sinh vat ha dang nhat trén trai dat
nay!” Peppone gam lén. “Khi 6ng Noah dat chan Ién tau,
6ng ta bao khdng mudn thady mot con rin nao dugc phép
di cung, nhung Thién Chua Toan Nang da hét vao tai
ong Noah: “Noah né, khong c6 tu si thi lam sao ta song
sot duoc?”

Khi ddng chi Oregov dugc dién dich lai cau néi di dom
nay, ong ta di cuoi sang khoai hon hét thady moi nguoi
Vva gid so tay ra lay bat ghi lai. Don Camillo ciing cudi
theo, nhung khong may nhiét tinh 1am, rdi ong ta di lui
lai phia cubi hang noi Peppone ciing dang cham rai
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bude. “Pong chi, d6 13 mét trd gian lan!” Don Camillo
phan khang véi Peppone. “Toi da khong ké cau chuyén
nay cho dong chi nghe vai ndi dung nhu thé. Ong Noah
khong mudn nhan may con hira, thé nén Chua di bao 6ng
ta: “Khong c¢6 mdy anh Thuong Nghi ST Cong san thi ta
khéng thay vui chit nao ca.” Nhung Peppone cii lai:
“Nhung phién ban cia t6i hay hon nhiéu! Téi chi no li
ran mot 161 xin 16i ma thoi.”

“Po gian lan! lira dao!” Don Camillo rit 1én. “Anh dang
loi dung su Kién t6i 1a 1anh dao cua chi bg.”

Ca hai ciing budc trong im ling d6 maot ldc, rdi Peppone
quay lai cau chuyén.

“Mat t6i da thdy anh chang tu si do, tt ca chung ta déu
thdy hin. Nhung chi ¢6 minh 6ng 1a ngiri ra dugc cai mai
ctia mot tu si. Mot thir tiéng goi cua mau, han 13 nhu vay
réi! Nhung chd ¢6 voi hi hirng. Khi ching téi ndim duoc
quyén hanh rdi thi 6ng sé& khong con dugc ngoi trén xe
ngua kéo, hoic trong xe hoi, tham chi ciing s& chang con
di duoc trén hai chan cua minh. Ngudi chét thi dau con
nhtic nhich gi dugc nira.”

“Nhiing diéu d6 chang may may lam phién tdi chdt nao
ddng chi a.” Don Camillo tra 15, binh tinh cham ltra diéu
xi ga. “Dudi ché 6 Cong san, hé ai nhic nhich sé& bi giét
chét, va nguoi chét nao thi ciing gidng ngudi chét nao

N9

ma
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Khi doan ngudi tién vao lang, Scamoggia quay lai, noi
I16n voi Don Camillo:

“Pong chi, dong chi lai noi dung 1an nira khi cho rang
bon tu si song bdm vao su ngu dot cua ndng dan. Hay
nhin 6ng ta kia!.”

O mot trong nhitng vudn rau trudéc mat ho, vi linh muc
dang mai néi chuyén véi mot cap vo chong néng dan
gia. Don Camillo va ca dong chi Tavan déu nhin thay rat
rd. Mot 1an nira, d6i tai toi nghiép cua déng chi Tavan lai
tré sang mau do sim. Pong chi Petrovna lac dau.

“Pung voi qua phan khich, dong chi oi,” Co ta néi voi
Scamoggia. “Ong ta chi ¢6 sy tiép xUc voi mot vai nguoi
gia ca thoi. O dau ciing gidng nhu thé thoi. Khi nhiing
nguoi gia ca qua doi, thi Chua cua ho ciling qua doi theo.
Ngay bay gio, Chua ciing chi con hién hiru trong tdm
tuong nhitng nguoi duge nudi dudng trong sy mé tin.
Khi Chla chét, gidi tu si ciing s& chét theo. Lién X0
chung ta con khéi thi gio phia trudce; ching ta du sic cho
doi cho dén ngay 4y ma.”

Co ta noi bang mot giong rat 16n, ngay dén Don Camillo
di & cudi hang van con c6 thé nghe dugc.

“Chua ctling du strc cho doi nira ma,” ong ta 14am bam vé
hudng Peppone lUc ay dang to rat tram lang.

Dong chi Salvatore Capece, mot dang vién 30 tudi thuc
khu Neapolitan, c6 khuébn mat biéu cam va do6i mat rat
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sang, dang di gan bén canh, Don Camillo quay sang noi
vai anh ta bang mot giong khiéu khich:

“Podng chi Petrovna qua 1a mot nguoi ¢6 tiém ning, ddng
chi c6 nghi nhu vay khong?”

“C6 4y c6 nhiéu tiém ning, chu khong phai it,” Capece
hé&o huc tra loi. “Toi khong ngan ngai noi thang ra la cd
ay dung 13 hop gu voi t6i day!”

Don Camillo cuoi.

“Nhin céi cach co ay cu liéc nhin dong chi hoai 12 toi
hiéu dong chi da phai long c6 ay roi.”

Thuc ra, ddng chi Petrovna khong ¢é y nhin 1én dong chi
Capece, nhung Capece da ¢ trong tdm trang san sang
d6n nhan 161 ninh hot cuaa Don Camillo.

“Pong chi han biét cai gi 1a céi gi roi, phai khong? Mot
nguoi phu nir khdng thé la mot ngudi nao khac hon mot

phu nit.”

NGi xong, Capece rao budc dé bat kip cho duoc ddng chi
Petrovna.

“Ong 1am bét ctr diéu gi dé gay nén nhiing rac rdi, phai
khong?”” Peppone nhin Don Camillo.

“Pdng chi &, trong lGc Chla con séng thi toi phai ban
ron thoi. Ngay mai e rang sé qua muon.”
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PIEP VIEN Bi MAT CUA CHUA GIE-SU

Grevinec di san sang tiép don phai doan du khach nguoi
Y; Vién giam ddc s& tuyén truyén va quang béa cong
cong dang ding chd ¢ cira ngd chinh dan vao lang dé
dua phai doan dén try so hanh chinh cua x6-viét dia
phuong, noi do, cac vi lanh dao Bang khu va chu tich
Kolkhos s& doc dién vin chao ming quan khéach. Va tat
nhién, dong chi Petrovna van 1a nguoi phu trach cong
viéc phién dich. Peppone ciing doc mot bai phét biéu da
duoc tap duot ky ludng dé dap lai va sau d6 da hoa theo
phong tuc dia phuong 14 cing véi tit ca moi nguoi vo
tay tan thudng.
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Ngoai su hién dién cua cac nhan vat tai to mat Ién, con
c6 mot sé cac vién chiic cap dudi ma dong chi Petrovna
da gi6i thiéu véi quan khach: cac vi dimg dau céc ban
nganh trong ndng trang: chin nudi gia sic, cham uwom
trai cAy va rau xanh, san xuit ngii cbc, sra chita may
moc va v...v. Cin phong noi dang dién ra budi tiép tan
c6 kién tric gidng nhu mét nha kho hay chudng nuéi gia
slic, mot chiéc ban bang gé thd so ké ¢ gitra va chung
quanh 1a nhitng hang ghé: phia trén mét buc twong cd
treo chan dung cua Lenin. Uy ban tiép tin di trang tri
birc chan dung c6 khung ma vang bang nhitng nhanh cay
mau xanh chéi 16i, nhung van khong thu hat dugc su chi
y cua quan khéach bang su hién dién cua kha nhiéu chai
ruou Vodka bay trén ban

Mot ly rugu Vodka, duoc cho chay nhanh xudng ¢ nhu
thé nguoi ta ubng ruou vang do, thi chac chan s& ¢ tac
dung kich thich rat manh dén ca tdm hon lan thé xac. Va
Peppone di nhanh chong dap ng su kich thich ay mot
cach hét sic nhiét tinh. Sau khi dong chi Petrovna da
loan b&o théng tin rang dic biét kolkhos nay da dugc
cdng nhan 1a don vi vé dich trong 1anh vuc san xuét thit
heo, sita va ngii coc, Peppone lién xin phép duoc phat
biéu. Pung dbi dién tryc tiép dong chi Oregov, han bét
dau mao loi va hoan toan 1a do ngiu hung chi khdng cé
chut gi goi & chuan bi. Sau mdi cau ndi, hin ngung lai
dé cho c6 théng dich lam viéc.
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“Thua cac dong chi, t6i dén tir tinh Emilia, noi ma dtng
50 nam truéc, mot s6 nhitng hop tic xd nhan dan dau
tién nhat va thanh cdng nhat da duoc thanh lap. O day,
nong nghiép da duogc co gidi hoa cao do nén cdc san
pham thit heo, sita, ngii cdc déu ding dau ca vé sb luong
Ian chét luong san pham. O lang t6i, toi va cac dong chi
da thanh 1ap moét hop tac x@ nhirng nguoi lam viéc trong
I&nh vuc ndng nghiép. Va cach day khong lau, hop tac
X4 dy da dwoc vinh danh bang mot mon qua tuyét voi
dén tir Lién-Xo.

Néi dén day, Peppone 10i tir trong va-li cua minh ra mot
Xap hinh réi trao cho dong chi Oregov. Nhing birc anh
cho thy su xuat hién duoc dan lang chao don néng nhiét
cta “Nikita”, chiéc may kéo qua ting va ké d6 1a nhiing
hinh anh hoat dong cia né trén cac khu dat hop tac xa.
Nhiing birc anh 4y da duoc chuyén tay dén tat ca quan
khach hién dién va di nhan duoc dong loat nhiing su
tram trd khen thuong.

“O dat nudc chdng tdi, chu nghia Tu Ban dang dan dan
bi tiéu diét,” Peppone tiép tuc phat biéu. “Di nhién,
chung t6i vin chua di dén dwoc giai doan cudi cing
nhung di c6 nhiing tién bo rd rét, nhu dong chi Tarocci
day, ngudi dén tir mot khu vuc véi t6i, s& 1am rd thém
diéu d6. Va tat nhién, nhu mét dinh luat khdng thé tranh
khoi, nhitng dic quyén dic loi cia dia chi va tu si s& bi
x6a bo va mot ky nguyén méi cua ty do s& bat dau.
Chang bao lau nira, cac hop tac x4 md phong theo céc
kolkhos cua cac dong chi va cac dy an nha nudc mod
phong theo cac sovkhos & day sé& thay thé cho nhiing diéu
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kién lao dong mang tinh cach n6 1€ da tao nén nhirng tan
du dang x4u hd tir qua khu. Cac ddng chi co thé hiéu
duoc ly do khién t6i c6 mot su quan tdm sdu sic dén
hinh thirc kolkhos & nuéc Nga. Téi xin ddng chi Oregov
va cac dong chi ldnh dao & day chi din cho toi ting chi
tiét trong viéc diéu hanh ndng trang Grevinec nay.”

Pong chi Oregov dap lai rang 6ng ta hoan toan nhan
thire duoc tam quan trong cua 1oi yéu cau dén tir dong
chi truong doan khach va 6ng ta s& lam hét stc trong
quyén han cia minh dé théa mén loi yéu cau do. Ong ta
da trao d6i y kién vai cac nha linh dao kolkhos va dong
chi Petrovna di truyén dat lai noi dung nhiing ban bac
cua ho cho Peppone biét.

“podng chi, tit ca moi ngudi déu danh gia cao sy quan
tdm cua dong chi dén nhiing khia canh ky thuat va té
chuc trong cong viéc cua ching toi. Nhung néu toi dong
vai tro trung gian giita ddng chi va cac nha lanh dao cua
kolkhos trong suét thoi gian tham viéng caa dong chi thi
cac dong chi s& khong thé nao hoan tat dugc chuyén
viéng tham dang nhu chuong trinh da vach ra cho ching
ta. Nhung ciing rdt may man 1 trong s nhitng chuyén
vién ky thuat hién dién & day, c6 mot dong chi sé truyén
dat toan bo thong tin cac ddng chi mudn biét bang ngén
ngir ban xt cua cac dong chi.”

Co ta dung lai dé ra diu cho mot nguoi dang trong nhdm
ngudi Nga, mot thanh nién da ngam den, gay 6m khoang
do tudi tir 35 dén 40, trong bo quan 4o thg may, budc toi
dang trudc.
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“0 day chiing t6i c6 mot dong chi vai nhiém vu chinh 1a
trach nhiém vé stra chita va phu tung may moc néng
nghiép, tén anh la Stephan Bordonny, mét nguoi Y...”

“Toi la Stephan Bordonny, cong dan Lién X6,” nguoi
thanh nién gay 6m ngat 15i c6 thdng dich vién, chia tay
ra cho Peppone bat nhung anh nhin lai huéng vé phia
dong chi Petrovna véi vé trach méc. “Dung vay, t6i la
mot cdng dan X0 Viét, cling nhu cac con cua toi.”

Dong chi Petrovna chi cudi dé khoa lap sy swong sting
caa minh.

“Thua ddéng chi Cong Dan, tdi xin sta sai,” c6 ta noi
thém. “Lé& ra toi phai noi r& dong chi la cong dan Lién
X6 ¢6 ngudn gdc tir nude Y. Trong khi chung t6i di tham
viéng chung quanh, déng chi s& 1a nguoi huéng dan
riéng cho dong chi Thuong Nghi Si Bottazzi.”

NOi xong, c6 ta quay trd lai vai nhitng nguoi con lai cua
phai doan. Don Camillo vira dom budc dé di theo co
thong dich vién thi Peppone ngén lai.

“Pong chi Tarocci, dng s& di véi t6i,” Peppone ndi mot
cach qua quyet, “de ghi lai tat ca nhiing gi chlng ta s&
dugc tai nghe mat thay.”

“Tuan theo Iénh déng chi,” Don Camillo noi véi giong
dieu cot.



Giovanni Guareschi | 139

“Anh c6 phai la Dang vién khong vay ddng chi?”
Peppone héi ngudi hudng dan caa minh.

“Chua, t6i chua c6 dugc cai vinh dy d6,” nguoi thanh
nién tra loi vai mot vé khdng mot chiat nguong ngung,
ma ciing khong 16 mot chat gi vui buon trong cau tra 1oi.

*

Cong dan Bordonny da c6 nhirng céu tra loi dut khoat
cho moei cau hoi cua Peppone ma Don Camillo da ghi
chép day du trong quyén so tay cia minh, nhung khong
thé khong thay rang anh ta da tim cach lam ngan gon
nhitng cau tra 1oi cia minh dén do khong thé nao ngan
gon hon duoc nira. Anh ta biét rat rd moi chi tiét trong
cac hoat dong cua kolkhos va trich dan chinh xac ngay
thang, nhiing sé liéu nhung khéng hé cho biét nhiing
cam nghi riéng ciia minh. Anh ta lich sy tir chéi xi ga
hay thudc 14 ma Don Camillo va Peppone dem ra moi.
Va boi vi hai dng khach hdt thude, nén anh ta ciing méc
trong tdi ra moét manh béo va mot nhim thuéc Makorta
rdi khéo 1éo cudn thanh mét diéu thude. Ho vao thim
thap chira 1ta mi va nha kho noi chira phén bon va céac
dung cu néng nghiép nho. Tat ca déu duoc sap xép gon
ghg&, ngan nip

O mot goc nha kho ¢6 mot cai may trong con maéi tinh
nhung c6 hinh dang kha ky la; Peppone hoi cai may ay
dung dé lam gi.

“N6 dung dé chai bong cotton,” Bordonny tra ldi.
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“Chai bong Cotton?” Don Camillo kéu 1én. “Y anh mubn
noi rang trong cai khi hau nhu thé nay cac anh van trong
duoc Cotton?”

“Khong,” Bordonny tra 1oi that ngan gon.

“Vay thi cac anh lam gi véi cai may nay?”

“N6 dén day do c6 sy 1am 1an. Chung t6i da yéu cau mot
chiéc may dap lua mi.”

Peppone Iiéc nhin Don Camillo nhung 6ng nay hinh nhu
da ngui thay mot diéu gi d6 nén khong cé y dinh dé cau
chuyén trdi qua.

“Vay anh c6 dinh cai tién n6 thanh may dap 1aa?”

“Khong,” nguoi huéng dan lanh Iing tra 1oi. “Ching toi
tu lap rap mot chiéc may cua riéng chiang t6i.”

“Vay anh c6 biét nhiing nguoi da dit mua chiéc may
chai béng sé phai lam sao dé xur ly mé Cotton ctaa ho?”

“Khong phai viéc cua chiing t6i.”
“Khong thé cho phép nhitng nham Ian kiéu nay xay ra

dugc!” Don Camillo néi mét cau coc lbc y hét nhu
Bordonny.
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“Dién tich xt&r s¢ cua cac 6ng chi c6 150 ngan dam
vudng, con caa ching téi la 11 triéu dam wvudng,”
Bordonny tra loi.

Dén llc nay thi Peppone can thiép vao, cing lic han ta
dam Ién chan caa Don Camillo véi mot cung céach rat
thieu té nhi.

“Pong chi Bordonny 4, dich than dong chi chiu tréch
nhiém diéu hanh khau nay?” Han hoi.

“Khong. Tbi chi c6 mot phan trach nhiém gidi han.”

“Té6i mudn duwoc xem nhiing may moéc lén hon,”
Peppone noi.

Nha kho chira nhirng may moc 16n hon khong c6 gi dang
xem. D6 1a mot cai kho kha 16n, xay bang gd, mai ton cil
ky ri sét. Nhung bén trong thi nd thuc sy gay an tuong.
Nén nha bang dat nén, sach bong. Nhiing ChIeC may thi
duoc lau chui bong nhoang, nam ngay ngan tha ty nhu
thé dugc dem ra trién 1am & hoi chg. Cong dan Bordonny
biét rat rd ngdy mua, muc tiéu thy dau, xang va ma luc
cua ting chiéc mot.

O phia cudi toa nha ¢6 mot xuong thg xay bang gach.
Bén trong chura mot luong dung cu t6i thleu ‘vira du cho
nhu cau. T4t ca déu dwoc bao quan va sip xép mét céch
hoan hao dén do khi nhin thiy, Peppone bi xtac dong dén
gan phét khoc. Mot chiéc may kéo dang dugc sira chira
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va nhleu bo phan khéac nhau cua dong co dugc Xep ngay
ngan gon gang trén ddy ban lam viéc. Peppone cam lay
mot bo phan da duoc thao roi dua 1én cham chut quan
sat.

“Ai lam viéc & khu vuc nay?” Han hoi.
“T61.” Cong dan Bordonny lanh lung tra 1oi.

“Vé§i cai may tién nay?” Peppone hoi, lay tay chi vao
mot dung cu tréng ¢6 vé nhu 1a mot cai may tién.

“Khong, véi mot cai gilia,” Ngudi hudng dan tra 1oi.

Treo trén mot cai moc lén trén twong 1a mot cay ndi
duoc bugc chat vao méc bé‘mg mot sgi day cang cap.
Bordonny cam lay mét chiéc tude- -no-vit, g6 manh vao
cay néi, tao nén mot am thanh nhu tiéng chudng.

“Cay n(‘),i bi mét can bang,” Anh ta noi. “Nghe tiéng rung
la toi biét roi. Chi can mot céi tai kinh nghiém la dua.”
Peppone bo mii xudng, ldy tay lau mo hoéi dang d6 trén

tran.

“Anh ciing c6 dugc doi tai nhu vay a? Toéi tuong chi duy
nhat c6 mot nguoi trén thé gian nay dung phuong phap
tai nghe dé sira may. Va ¢ day, ngay giira long dat me
nudc Nga toi lai gap dugc thém mot nguoi nira.”

“Ai vay?” Don Camillo hoi.
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“Nguoi thg may & Torricella,” Peppone tra 161. “ Mot tay
phu thay tuyét hao, chuyén tri diéu chinh may méc céc
loai xe dua. Mot ngudi ma nhin bé ngoai khong ai dam
tin anh ta c6 mot xu nao trong tui, nhung cac tay dua xe
khap chau Au thuong giri xe dén cho anh ta sira. Khi
chién tranh budc qua niam tht hai thi Xuong stra xe cua
anh ta bi trang bom, nguyén thay Ia nham vao cay cau
bit qua Stivone. Anh ta cling vo va hai dra con bj chét
ngay tai chd d6.”

“Chi c6 mét trong hai dira con trai ctia 6ng ay chét ¢ do
ma théi,” Bordonny tiép 16i. “Dwra kia may man hon nhd
& trong quan doi.” Trong giong ndi cua anh ta da co6 su
thay d6i khi anh ta n6i thém: “T6i rat vui khi biét van
con ¢6 ngudi nhé dén cha t6i.”

Ho im lang ra khoi tda nha. Bén ngoai, bau troi den kit
vai vai su de doa mot con bao sap ap den.

“T6i ¢ trong can nha bén kia kia,” Bordonny néi. “Tét
nhat chung ta nén di tim chd trd an trudc khi con mua
bat dau d6 xudng. Trong lic chd mua t6i van cd thé tra
161 nhitng cau hoi.”

Ho vira kip dat chan vao nha khi nhiing giot mwa dau
tién bat dau roi xudng. Can nha tréng don so nhung am
&p va than thién, voi nhitng thanh xa ngang am day khoi
trén tran bép. Peppone van chwa hoan hon lai sau su
kham phé bat ngd vé tong tich ngudi huéng dan vién khi
ca bon ngdi xudng chiéc ban dai gitra nha.
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“Lan cudi cung t6i dén xudng stra xe cua cha anh 1a vao
nam 1939,” Han ndi voi vé mit mo mang nhu thé dang
noi voi chinh minh. “Chiéc xe cii mua lai tr mot nguoi
da str dung roi cua tdi c6 mot chut truc trac ma tdi khong
tai nao tim ra dugc nguyén nhan.”

“P6 1a do cai cdy ndi (Connecting rod),” Bordonny noi.
“Va t6i chinh 1a ngudi da stra nd ma. Cha tdi cho téi lam
ngudi giup viéc cho 6ng ma. Chiéc xe gio thé nao roi?”

“N6 van con chay tot...dé cho mot chi bé gay ém véi
lon toc den rot xuong trude tran...”

“Nam d6 t6i méi 19 tudi,” Bordonny tiép 10i. “Va nam
d6 ong ciing chua dé ria mép nhu bay gio dau, néu toi
nhé khong lam.”

“Chua c¢6 ria mép, ding rdi,” Don Camillo xen vao.
“Anh ta dé ria mép khi bi ném vao t0 vé toi say sua va co
nhitng hanh vi gay rdi. Thuc ra, toi danh chinh cua anh
ta 1a tuyén truyén chong Phat-Xit va cudi cung, nho vay
ma anh ta thanh céng. Sau chién tranh, anh ta dugc mang
danh tU nhan chinh tri va 1a ké tudn dao cho chinh nghia.
D6 ciing 1a 1y do khién anh ta tro thanh x3 truong va bay
gio 1a Thuong Nghi Si.”

Peppone ha ndm dam xudng mat ban.

“D6 khong phai 12 toan bo cau chuyén da xdy ra!” Han
phan doi.
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Bordonny cham chui nhin Don Camillo.

“Khuon mét 6ng cting khong phai 14 khéng quen thugc
véi t61,” Anh ta noi. “Ong ciing dén tir cing Mot noi voi
ong nay?”

“Khong, khong,” Peppone voi va ngat 16i. “Ong 4y cling
¢ quanh quan vung ay, nhung dén tr mot thanh pho
khac. Chic la anh khong biét ong ta dau. Bay gio, anh ké
cho t6i nghe 1am sao anh luu lac d&én noi day?”

Bordonny nhdn vai tra loi.

“Chang c6 ich loi gi khi c& nhic lai nhitng chuyén da
qua trong luc ngudi Nga dd bo quén mot cach rat hao
phong,” Giong noi cua anh ta da trg nén lanh lung tro lai.
“Neu quy 6ng mudn biét rd thém vé kolkhos, tdi s& co
san cau tra 1oi.”

Nhung Don Camillo khéng chiu chdm dut cau chuyén
do dang ¢ do.

“Nay anh ban cua t6i, dimg dé cai mac Thuong Nghi Si
Cong san cta 6ng ndy anh huong dén cau chuyén cua
ching ta. Ching ta khdng phai lic nao cling quan tam
dén chinh tri. Anh c6 thé n6i chuyén véi chiing ti nhu 1a
mot con nguoi Véi nhitng con nguoi.”

Bordonny nhin vao mit timg nguoi mot, roi anh ta qua
quyét nai.
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“T6i khong c6 gi dé giau giém hét. Tat ca moi ngudi ¢
Grevinec nay biét quéa rd cau chuyén cua t6i. Nhung bai
vi khong ai nhic dén no, nén toi ciing khdng muén ty
minh nhac lai 1am gi.”

Don Camillo chia ra gdi thudc 14 san xuat ' Y.

Bén ngoai, troi dang bdo. Nhitng hat mua roi xudng dap
manh vao thanh cira s6.

“17 nam nay toi thém mot diéu thudc 1a nhu thé nay,”
Bordonny vira néi vira cham lira diéu thudc trén moi.
“T6i khong bao gio ¢ thé 1am quen dugc véi tha thude
makorta van bang gidy b4o. Mdi lan hat 1a mdi 1an bao
tr to1 né nhu cudn 1én.”

Anh ta tham lam hit thém vai hoi nita réi dé cho khoi tur
tur bay tirng ngum ra khoi miéng minh.

“Cau chuyén rat don gian. LUc 4y, t6i dang ¢ tuyén dau,
dbi dién véi quan Nga, ngay ngay lam viéc ¢ mot tram
stra chita xe tai. Mot hdm, quan Nga Ua vao, bit tat ca
bon t8i va dan di. D6 1a thoi diém cudi nam 1942, troi do
tuyét va gio lanh 1am nhiéu ngudi chét. Ho Iua ching toi
di phia trudc nhu lua mot dan cuu. Thinh thoang cd
ngudi di khong ndi, ngd xudng dat. Thé 1a bon ho bén
chay dén thuong cho mot phat sung vao dau roi dé mac
C&i X4c nam do giita ddng tuyét 1ay 16i nhu bun. Téi cling
bi ngd xuéng gita dudng, nhung t6i biét chat it tiéng
Nga du dé cho bon linh hiéu minh nén khi c6 anh linh
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chay dén da cho toi mot phét va bao “Ding Day” thi toi
c6 thé giai thich tinh trang cia minh. T6i noi: ‘Tovarisch
(Pong Chi), tdi khong thé di néi dwoc nita. Hay dé toi
chét trong an lanh.’ T6i la mot trong nhimg to binh di
cudi hang. Nhitng nguoi & phia tru6e da cach toi khoang
hang tram bd va gitra troi dang d6 tuyét, t6i khong con
c6 thé nhin thay ho duoc nita. Anh linh Nga chia stng &
phia trén dau toi roi n6i nhé: “Chét nhanh 1én di. Bung
gay rac roi cho tao nita.”

Gitta luc d6, mot nguoi guan minh trong I6p bao tai siing
nude budc vao trong bep. Khi coi bo 16p che day bén
ngoai, hién ra mét phu nir xinh dep khéng qua 30 tuoi.

“Vo t61,” Stephan bao.

Ngudi phu nit mim cuoi chao khéch, 1am bam vai cau gi
khodng rd roi bien mat vao chiéc cau thang hinh trén oc.

Bordonny tiép tuc cau chuyén do dang.

“Chuia da dinh cho t6i phai song. Khi tinh lai, toi thay
minh & trong mot céi isba (Iéu gd) 4m ap. Noi t6i nga
xubng cach d6 khoang chirng nira dam, gitra nhitng cénh
reng va lang mac. Mot co gai 17 tuoi di kiém cii da
nghe dugc tleng rén ri phat ra tu mot dbng tuyét. Co ay
c6 doi tay rat khoe da nam lay cd 4o cua toi ma kéo lé
t6i di nhu kéo mot bao tai khoai tay, trén vai ¢ van deo
dbng cui thu nhit duge.”
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“Nhirng néng dan Nga nay 1a nhiing nguoi tot,” Peppone
noi. “Mot anh chang khéc co6 tén la Bago, tir Moinetto,
cling da dugc curu trong mot truong hop tuong tu.”

“Rét nhiéu ngudi nhu t6i d3 phai mang on ho ciru mang.
Nhung c6 gai nay khong phai nguoi Nga, 0 ay gbc Ba
Lan. Gia dinh ¢6 4y don dén day vi lic 4y, ¢ déy, ho
dang thiéu hut cong nhan lam viéc trong lanh vuc nong
nghiép. Ho chia sé chat thuc pham hiém hoi ho c6 duoc
Vi t0i va gilp toi an tron trong hai ngay. Toi hiéu rang
tinh trang nhu thé nay khong thé kéo dai mai duoc.
Thém nira, nho t6i va cd gai co thé trao doi véi nhau vo
vé& bang mot thir tiéng Nga bdi nén t6i bao co ay hay di
bdo c4o cho nha chic tréch biét ring c6 mot nguoi linh
Y bi di lac va gia dinh c6 ay tinh co gap dugc moi may
tiéng dong ho trude do. Tuy co vé ngan ngai nhung cd
gai cling bang l1ong 1am viéc d6. Chang bao lau sau, co
quay vé vai mot ngudi mang sing luc va hai nguoi khéac
deo sung dai. Toi gio hai tay 1én va ho ra dau cho toi di
theo ho. Cin 1éu cua gia dinh nguoi Ba Lan & vi tri xa
nhét trung tam ngdi lang nén tdi phai di bd Mot doan
duong rat dai véi cay sung chia ngay bén canh suon.
Cuébi cung, ching t6i cling dén khoang san trong chd dé
cai thap chtra hat ngil coc ma cac anh da nhin thiy do.
Mot chiéc xe tai chat day nhitng bao lta mi dang dau &
d6. Va mot anh dang tim cach cho méay xe nd nhung lai
lam cong viéc nguoc lai 1a pha may. Nhin thdy nhu vy,
t6i ndi suing bén quay qua noi véi mot trong nhimg nguoi
di bat toi: ‘Tovarisch nay, anh ta s& ph4 toi binh dién ma
van khong thé nao lam cho may xe nd dugc. Bom phun
chic chin 1a da bi nghet roi; bao anh 4y bom xang ra
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ngoai.” Anh chang canh chung t0i ngac nhién khi nghe
t6i v& v& vai chir tiéng Nga. Anh ta nghi ngo hoi lai.
‘Lam sao anh biét duoc n6 bi nhu vay?” Téi tra 16i anh
ta: ‘Nghé nghiép cua t6i ma.’Chiéc binh dc-quy dién mdi
lGc mot yéu di nén anh ta day t6i vé phia chiéc xe tai va
ra lénh cho tai xé lam dung theo 101 t6i ndi. Cai khuon
mat 16 ra khoi cira s6 cabin xe 1a mot cau bé rat tré trong
bo quan phuc. Cau ta tham chi ciing khong biét cai may
bom nao t6i dang nodi dén Vi tir trudc ti gid cau ta chua
bao gio 1a4i mot chiéc xe chay bang dau diesel. Toi bén
hoi muon mot chiée tudc-no-vit, mé nip xe 18n va thao
chiéc bom phun ra lau chui. Xong xuéi, t6i bao cau: ‘Gid
thi may xe s& nd.” Vai phut sau chiéc xe tai chay vut di.

“Sau d6, ho nhét tdi trong mot cian phong nho von la
phong lam viéc cua x0 viét dia phuong, cho t6i it thudc
la 1am ban. Chung 10 phit sau ho quay lai, sung chia vao
lung t0i, day t6i dén mot chd gidng nhu nha kho véi
nhitng sap xép tam bo cho viéc stra chita may kéo va cac
thir may méc ndng nghiép khac. Ho chi mot chiéc may
kéo va bao toi xem coi n6 bi hu chd ndo. T6i xin ho cung
cap cho mot it nudc s6i dé d6 vao binh tan nhiét rdi toi
thir khoi dong may. T6i nhay xuéng va bao ho: ‘Truc
tric nam & cai xi-lanh. Phai thdo budng may ra hét va
lam lai xi-lanh. S& phai tén kha nhiéu thi gio.” Voi
nhitng dung cu khén khé ho dua cho t6i, t6i da phai lam
viéc nhu dién trong 48 tiéng dong hd. Vira dung lic t6i
lip toan bo dong co tro lai vao may thi c6 mot vién si
quan va hai nguoi linh trang bi sing tiéu lién di t6i. Ho
dung d6 quan sat mot lic, trong khi toi d6 thém nudc soi
vao binh giai nhiét va thir khéi dong méy. Chua mudn



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 150

cho t6i duoc séng bai vi chi mot 1an khoi dong 1a may
nd va chiéc méay kéo chay ngon lanh nhu mo. Toi lai
chiéc may kéo vong vong quanh can nha kho 16i tro vé
du ding vi tri ct. Toi voi lay mot miéng gié vun, lau tay
rdi nhay xudng dimg truedc mit vién si quan, hai tay gio
cao lén khoi dau. Tét ca nhimg nguoi c6 mat déu phi
cudi. “Anh ta thudc vé dong chi day!” Vién si quan ndi
véi tay Pang ay khu vuc. “Pay 1a trach nhiém cua dong
chi: néu anh ta bo trén, déng chi phai tra gia cho viéc
d6.” Toi ciing gop véi ho tiéng cudi. Toi noi: “Dai y 4,
Nudc Nga qua rong 16n, ma toi thi khéng chic du suc
chay xa hon chd cai isba biét l1ap ¢ bia ring, noi c6 mot
b gai ma toi da phai 1ong, cho du chinh ¢ 4y di bao céo
sy €O mat cua t6i.” Vién si quan nhin t6i tir trén xuéng
du6i. ‘Anh 1a mot cong nhan Y rat gioi. Sao anh lai di
chéng lai céng nhan cua Lién X6?° Tbi tra loi rang toi
lam c6ng viéc 4y vi bi bat budc. Hoat dong duy nhat cua
toi trong quan doi chi la stra chira xe tai va nhirng nguoi
Nga duy nhat ma tdi giét 1a hai con ga do v y ma cén
lén chung...”

Bén ngoai, con bdo hoanh hanh dir doi hon bao gior hét.
Bordonny dirng day va ndi vao mot chiéc may di¢n thoai
vién lién cii cua quan doi dat & géc phong.

Mot IUc sau, anh ta quay lai va néi:

“Ho bao hai 6ng c6 thé cir nén ¢ dy. Nhiing ngudi khac
trong phai doan cua cac dng dang bi ket tai Chuong Gia
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Sutc s6 3, nam mai phia tan cing & mot noi khong biét 1a
dau.” RoI anh ta ngoi xuong.

“Roi sau d6 chuyén gi xdy ra?” Don Camillo hoi.

“T6i lam viéc cat luc nhu mdt con chd, sira chira may
moc cho ho va sap xép noi 1am viéc cho dau ra d6. Bén
lGc ma tdi c6 thé tam dimg tay dé nghi vé moi viéc thi
chién tranh ciing vira chim dat. Cha cua cd géai Ba Lan
qua doi, ching toi két hdn véi nhau. Véi thoi gian qua
di, ca hai chiing t6i déu duoc cp quédc tich Xo Viét.”

“Va anh c6 bao gid nghi dén viéc tro vé& cd huong
khong?” Don Camillo hoi.

“Pé lam gi? Pé ching kién déng vun nat noi ma cha anh
t6i da rira xuong ¢ do6? O day, ho dbi xur véi t6i nhu 1a
mot trong nhitng nguoi nudc ho. Thuc ra, ho dbi Xt véi
t6i t6t hon boi vi toi rat gioi voi cdng viéc cua minh. O
qué nha, dau co con ai nhé dén toi. T6i chi la mot trong
nhiing td nhan chién tranh d4 bi mat tich & nuéc Nga...”

Ngay lic d0, c6 tiéng on ao kha 16n rdi cra mg toang.
Mot dong nude chay vao nha cung véi con qudi vat hinh
dang ky la tréng rat gidng mot con rét khong 16. Khong
biét tir ¢au xuat hién cd vo cua Bordonny voi va chay ra
dong ctra. Lop vai dau bong loang phu lén con quéi vat
roi xudng nén nha va dé 16 ra nua ta tré con. Tung dta
mot nhay ra, dira sau trong sang sua hon dta trudc, tudi
chiling san san tir 6 cho dén 12 tudi.
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“Thoi gian anh mat tich ¢ nuéc Nga la mot khoang thoi
gian rat dang gia. T6i c6 thé nhin thay diéu do6!” Don
Camillo kéu Ién.

Bordonny chim cht nhin Don Camillo 1an nira.

“To1 ¢6 cam tuong minh da tirng gap ong trudc d6 ma,”
Anh ta nhac lai.

“Khong chac dau,” Don Camillo bao. “Ma cho du anh ¢
gap toi trude do, thi cling nén quén di nhé.”

Nhitng dua tré han phai dugc nudi day rat t té. Mac du
ching gay nén mot sy 6n ao IGc mai tir ngodi mua chay
vao, nhung chi can vai 1o tir ngudi me 13 ca bon da
ngoan ngoan tro lai. Bay gio thi ching ngoi xuong mot
cai ghé dai gan 1o sudi va nho giong noi chuyén véi
nhau.

“Tui nd con nhé qua,” Ngudi phu nit ndi 1oi Xin 16i hai
vi khéach bang mot thir tiéng Y rat chuan 1am khach kha

ngac nhién. “Cac chau quén rang ba ngoai dang bi bénh
nam trén lau.”

“Chung t6i 1én tham ba dugc khong?” Don Camillo hoi.

“Ba s& rat vui duoc gap quy 6ng. Hiém khi nao ba cé dip
gap go duoc ai ca.”

Ho leo 1én mét cau thang hinh tron dé budc vao mét cin
phong ¢0 tran nha hoi thap. Mot ba gia bé quat nam trén
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chiéc givong phu chian ném trang phang phiu. C6 vo cua
Bordonny noi véi ba bang tiéng Ba Lan mot cau gi do va
ba thi tham mot cau tra l1oi.

“Ba ndi xin Thién Chuaa ban phuc lanh cho nhiing ’nguc‘ri
deén tham ké binh,” C6 vo¢ giai thich. “Ba da gia lam roi
va khong thé lam gi khac ngoai nghi vé qua khu cua
minh.”

O dau givong c6 mot khung hinh thanh; Don Camillo cti
xuong dé nhin cho ky birc hinh.

“Po 1a hinh Buc Me Pen,” Don Camillo noi.

“Phai,” nguoi v thi thim, “Pang che cho cho Ba Lan.
Nguoi Ba Lan trude day deu la Cong gido. Vi tuoi tac
kha cao cua ba nén xin quy ong tha thir cho ba.”

Nguoi vo néi mot cach than trong va thoang c6 mot vé
s¢ hai trong d6i mat cua nguoi phu nir.

Peppone néi dé tran an:

“Chang c6 gi dé phai xin tha tha. O nuéc Y, nhing
nguoi tré ciing theo dao Cong Gido ma. Piéu dé khong
c6 gi phai lo lang mién 1a ho giir dao & mot mic do nao
d6. K¢ thu chinh cua chung ta la giéi tu si, vi ho da tron
Ian chinh tri vao ton gi4o.”

Ba cu gia n6i nho diéu gi d6 vao tai ctia ¢d con gai va
nguoi chiéu mot tia nhin do hoi vé phia Bordonny.
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“Ho khong dén day dé lam bat ca diéu gi ¢ hai cho
chiing ta,” anh nay noi véi vo.

“Me mudn duoc biét..Duc Gido Hoang co khoe
khong,” nguoi vo noi lap bap.

“Ong ay rat khoe manh!” Peppone tra 1oi.

Don Camillo rat ra mét vat gi tir trong tdi 4o0. Ba cu gia
nhin chiam cham vao vét 4y doi mat mé rong roi tho ra
canh tay ddy xuong xau. Ba phan khich thi thim vao tai
c6 con gai.

“Ba mudn dugc biét d6 chinh 1a Puc Gido Hoang.”

“Chinh Ngai, khong phai ai khac. Gido Hoang Gio-An
thar Hai Muoi Ba.”

M3t Peppone bong xanh nhur tau 14, nhin xung quanh véi
mot vé e ngai thay ro.

“Dong chi nay,” Don Camillo nam Iay canh tay Peppone
va day han vé phia cira, “xudng ngdi néi chuyén véi
cong dan Bordonny va xem coi troi da hét mua chua
nhé!”

Peppone ra ddu phan ddi, nhung Don Camillo chian ngay
lai.

“Pung cd can thiép vao viéc cua ta, néu nhu ong mudn
ban than 6ng dugc an toan.”
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Bay gio chi con lai Don Camillo va hai ngudi phu ni.

“Noi vai me cua cd cir noi chuyén mot cach thoai mai, vi
t0i cling la nguoi COng gido giong nhu me ¢6.”

Hai ngudi phu nit néi chuyén véi nhau mot ldc. Roi
nguoi tré hon bao céo lai:

“Me t6i mudn té 1oi cam on ong va xin chic lanh cho
ong. Bay gio thi ba da c6 dugc buc hinh gitp ba c6 dugc
cam tudng minh sé& chét trong yén lanh. Khi cha téi mat,
me t6i da kho sé vo cung vi ong di khong nhan duogc
nhitng nghi thtc cubi cung cua Giao Hoi.”

“Nhung ¢ déy cling c6 nhitng linh muyc hay dai loai nhu
theé, dugc ty do ghé tham gido dan ma, dang vay
khong?” Don Camillo hoi.

Ngudi phu nit tré lc dau.

“Ho trong giéng linh muc, nhung ho 1a dic phéi vién
khong phai caa Chda ma la cia Pang. Biéu ay chang co
ich gi cho nguoi Ba Lan chung toi ca.”

Troi van tiép tuc mwa nhu trat nuéc. Don Camillo coi
chiéc 40 ngoai, kéo cay thanh gia gidu trong cay bat may
ra ngoai, nhét vao maot cai ¢ chai dé no dung cho thang
réi dé qua chiéc ban nho bén canh. Réi 6ng lay ra chiéc
ly bing nhém dugc dung lam chén thanh.
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Khoang 15 phut sau, sét rudt vi su im ling khac thuong
& lau trén, ca Peppone va Bordonny bén chay lén nhin
qua k& ho ¢ cia. Trudc hai cap mat kinh ngac cua ho,
Don Camillo dang cir hanh thanh I€. Ba cu gia, hai tay
khoanh trudc nguc, déi mat ddm 1& nhin theo moi dong
tac cua Don Camillo. Sau khi nhan duwgc minh thanh, c6
vé nhu mot ludng sinh khi méi dang chay qua tirng mach
mau trong co thé ba.

“Ite, missa est...(Lé xong, chlic Moi ngueoi di binh an)

Ba cu gia ndi nho mot hoi khong nghi vao tai co con gai.
Cd nay ben chay dén ding bén canh chong.

“Thua Cha,” ¢6 ndi véi mét giong v cing phan khich,
“Cha s€ lam phép cudi cho ching con truéc mat Thién
Chua chia? Cho dén gidy phat nay, chung con chi la vo
chong trugc mit con ngudi thoi.”

Bén ngoai, troi vin mua tim ta nhu thé toan bo may trén
bau troi nuéc Nga di d6 vé che pha ving Grevinec.
Khoéng c6 nhan cudi, nhung nguoi vo di 1dy mot chiéc
nhan bac mau ra khoi ngén tay ap Gt cia minh.

“Lay Cha,” Don Camillo cau khan, “Xin ngai dung buc
minh néu con c6 bo s6t vai chir hoac tham chi ca cau.”

Peppone cur dimg d6 nhu mét birc tugng cho dén khi
Don Camillo day han xuong cau thang.
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“Pi xubng va dem ching 1én hét ca day, hét tat cal” Ong
ta ra Iénh.

Con mua bén ngoai dd bat dau diu lai, nhung Don
Camillo di qua cing thing dén do khong thé dung lai
duogc. Trong nhay mit, cha Don Camillo d3 ria toi xong
cho tat ca i tré. Va ong ta di khong bo st mét chir nao,
nhu da de doa, nodi gi dén ca mot cau. Chi c6 Thién Chua
méi ¢6 thé ban cho dng ta sicc manh va long tin dé lam
duoc nhitng diéu do.

Tat ca da hoan tat chi trong mot gio, hoic cd thé ndi chi
trong mot phut. Bay gio thi Don Camillo, mét lan nita,
dang ngdi trén cai ban an gitta can bép, bén canh la
Peppone va ddi dién 1a Bordonny. Mat troi da 16 ra khoi
dam may. Trong mot goc tdi, nhitng con mat 1i tré sang
bung 1én. Don Camillo dém tir con mét; 12 con cia i
tré, 4 con cua cha va me, va 2 con cua ba ngoai gia. Ba
cu khdng thé xuéng nha doan tu voi con chau, nhung doi
mét cua ba da han sau trong ky @c caa vi linh muc, bai vi
trude d6, ong chwa bao gio nhin thay dugc nhiing con
mit nhu thé,

Cung luc d6, dong chi Nadia Petrovna xuat hién trudc
ctra. “Moi chuyén on ca chu?” Co ta hoi.

“Moi tha déu tuyét hao, déng chi a!” Don Camillo dap
lai.

“Chiing t6i v6 cing biét on dong chi Oregov da chi dinh
cho chung tdi mét nguoi hudng dan day nang luc nhu
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Cong déan Stephen Bordonny,” Peppone thém vao, quay
lai bat tay chu nha rdi tién budc ra cira.

Don Camillo 1a nguoi sau cung roi khoi can nha. Khi ra
dén thém, 6ng ta quay lai 1am dau thanh gia. “Pax
vobiscum,” (Binh an ¢ cing moi nguroi). Ong ndi trong
miéng.

Va d6i mat ba cu gia dap 1oi:

2

“Amen

Chu Thich:

Kolkhos vaSovkhos: Cd hai déu 1a tén goi cac hop tac xa
ndng nghiép hay ndng trang tép thé (collective farm) ¢ Lién-
X0 trong thoi ky sau cach mang 1917, nhung van c6 sw khac
biét dang ké. Trong khi Kolkhos la s hop tac giira cac cé
nhan néng dan véi nhau (tr nguyén hay bdt buge) dé cung
nhau canh tdc, chan nudi va san xuat; thi sovkhos la nhiing
ndng trang rong lén do nha nuwoc sé hiru, quan ly trong moi
hoat déng canh tdc, chin nudi va san xuat. Cong nhan néng
nghiép (agricultural worker) lam viéc ¢ sovkhos dwoc nha
nudc tra lwong (nhw cong nhdn lam trong cdc xi nghiép, nha
may). Nhitng dinh nghia néu trén d@éu chi 1a nhitng dinh nghia
trén sach vo, ly thuyét. Trong thyc té c6 thé c6 nhiing sw khac
biét ddang ké khéc tly theo ting ving, khu. Gio ddy, nhiing
kh&i niém nay ch7 con la lich siz. Nhizng cha thich nay chi cd
Muc dich nham gitip déc gid hiéu ré hon néi dung nhirng van
dé dat ra trong cac cau truyén cua tdp (3) “PONG CHI
CAMILLO "nay. (Nguoi Dich)
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MUA VAN MUA BAY

Theo dung nhu chuong trinh tiép tin duoc ghi 16 rang
trong tai li¢u, c4 doan s€ dung biia trua tai hop tac xa
nong nghiép Grevinec kolkhos. Su “hao phong tu phat”
nay lap tic khién ca phai doan phan khoi ra mait.
Peppone, von khong bao gio khinh suit, di cin than sap
xép cho Don Camillo ngdi canh minh, va bay gid Don
Camillo thi thdm vao tai hin:

“Pong chi a, toi khong va gi may tay cir m¢ miéng ra la
tan tung nudc ngoai, ché bai nudc minh. Nhung noi thiét
Iong, bat sup bap cai ‘bo khoé dudng rudt’ nay an con
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ngon gap tram lan cai mén mi Y ki€u tu san ctua ching
ta.”

“Podng chi,” Peppone gam ghé, “sau cai tro choi khim
sang nay, 1€ ra 6ng nén bi tong cho bat sup dinh ludc véi
thach tin m&i phai.”

“Stip ndy an vao ciing gan gan thé roi,” Don Camillo dap
tinh bo.

Nhung nhu thuong 1€, ruou vodka va thit ciru nuéng thi
van rat ra gi va nay no, khién Peppone hing chi dimg 1én
lam mot bai dién van theo ding khuén mau xi giao.
Pong chi Oregov cing khong kém phan 18 ‘nghi, dung
1én dap 101 bang mot bai phat biéu na na thé. May min
thay, Don Camillo lic d6 dang & phong do dinh cao,
duoc tiép stc boi hai ly rugu bdc laa va tinh than phoi
phoi sau nhing gi da xay ra budi sang. Tu mt buc dién
van duoc chong ghép bang trich din ctia Marx, Lenin va
Khrushchev, Don Camillo phéng ra mdt qua sputnik
hung bién khién ngay ca dong chi Nadia Petrovna ciing
phai ngay ngat khi dich lai, con anh mat ciia dong chi
Yenka Oregov thi long lanh nhu vira dugc sudi 4m bang
strc nébng mat troi.

Don Camillo néi vé hop tac xa kolkhos nhu thé d6 1a
mot sinh vat séng, c6 hon co via, biét thd biét mo. Pam
nguoi ngdi nghe bong dung thay 1ong rao ryc, thay cudc
doi nay hoa ra ciing dang séng, va ho — chinh ho — la
nhiing con nguoi quan trong. Khi éng két thuc bang mot
doan cao trao nhu hat aria trong nha hat 16n, dong chi
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Oregov lap tirc bat ddy, bét tay ong lia lia khong budng,
miéng tudn ra mdt trang néi nhanh nhu sung lién thanh.

“Dong chi Oregov noi rang Dang rat can nhirng nguoi
nhu déng chi dé lam cong tac tuyen truyen nong thon,”
dong chi Petrovna chuyén ngit, “va dong chi 4y mong
ddng chi s& & lai day ludn. Chung toi c6 nhimg khod hoc
tiéng Nga cap téc cho can bo vu t0.”

“Xin dong chi chuyén 161 cam on cua t6i dén dong chi
Oregov,” Don Camillo tra 161. “Sau khi t61 vé nudc thu
xEp vo con cho 6n thoda, toi s€ can nhac 101 dé nghi ay.”

“Pong chi Oregov ndi dong chi cir thong tha, co bao
nhiéu thoi gian cling dugc,” Petrovna tiép. “Dong chi ay
htra s& 1am moi cach dé tao di€u kién cho dong chi quay
tro lai.”

Thém rugu vodka dugc mang ra ban, va mai dén gitra
budi chiéu cd doan mai roi khéi ban an.

* %k %k

Con mua nhu trat nuéc da bién con duong thanh mot
dong song bun dic sét, va chiéc xe buyt 1ét di mot cach
hét suc vat va. Chay dugc do nam dam thi dén mot nga
ba ndi vé huéng sovkos "Co Do". Dong kénh tudi tiéu
chay doc theo dudng da tran bo, nhdn chim doan dudng
trong 16p nudc cao gan bdn tdc. Nhan duoc chi thi tir
dong chi Oregov, tai xé lién danh lai queo trai theo
huéng vé lang Tifiz. Chiéc xe tai, von chang con gi la
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nhe nhang, gap ghénh lin banh trén _con duong mon
ngoan ngoé¢o nhung it ra con chic nén subt hai tiéng
ddng ho.

Dang tiéc thay, troi lai bit dau d6 mua. Tai xé 1am vao
tinh thé hét strc éo le: chiée xe truot ngang truot doc,
tréng chimg sdp lao xubng rudng bt ctr luc nao, con bo
truyén dong thi gam gu phan dbi, roi gio ching han.
Mua khong co vé gi mudn ngimg, va man dém bat dau
budng xudng. Vi lang Tifiz chi con cach khoang hai, ba
dam, tai xé dugc ctr di bo to1 do dé goi xe kéo hodc may
cay. Nhung hin quay vé v6i mét tin chiang ldy gi lam
phan khoi: trong ca cai lang 4y, chi c6 ding mot cai may
moc con chay duoc, ma nd thi dang gin ¢ dinh vao may
nang lua.

Vay la bo tay. Ma cai kolkhos & Tifiz lai thugc cai nhém
6% “khong dién thoai”, nén chang con cach nao khac
ngoai... di bo tlep Thé la ca doan xan quan 161 bi bdm
giita gi6 nguoc thdc vao lung va bun lut mat ca.

Khi t4i lang thi troi da tdi om, ma day lai thugc nhom
"tinh hoa" 8% khong c6 dién. Canh tuong trudce mat
chang liy gi lam noéng hau tiép don. Phong hop cia hoi
dong néng thon thi chat diy bao thirc an gia stic. Nhung
dong chi Oregov, voi giong hét vang nhu kén lénh, ra
Iénh don sach khong tri hoan. Mot nhém dan 6ng tay
cam choi xong vao tac chién, va chang mdy chdc, cin
phong day bui duoc “giai phong”, dé mic khach ding
dat mot bén, dudi anh dén dau leo 1ét. Don Camillo dang
ngay canh dong chi Tavan — anh t4 dién hién lanh — va
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1ap tirc khoi dong ké hoach “xuyén tim cham biém” cua
minh.

“Ddng chi,” 6ng noi to cho Peppone nghe g, “6ng con
nh¢ to1 noi gi vé nong dan sang nay chu? O sovkos — noi
do chinh phu tryc tiép diéu hanh — moi thtr chay ngon
lanh. Con & déy, noi ngudi dan tir ‘quan Iy’ 1dy minh, thi
chi c6 mot tir: tham hoa. May mdc nam chét di, phong
hop thi bién thanh kho luong. Co6 khac gi bén nha? O Le
Pioppette, may can nha noéng dan mdi xay lai sau chién
tranh, ong thay gi? Khoai tdy trong bon tim, cii va ga
nhdt trong ga-ra, con may kéo xe tai thi virt lin 16c ngoai
san gi sét. Tin t6i di, ddng chi, ndng dan khong cé chat
dé song nhu ngudi ty do dudi ché do xi hoi chil nghia
dau. Ho chi biét nghe 1énh. Néi tdi chuyén ‘trao dét cho
noéng dan’ 1a chuyén cudi! Dat phai thudc vé Nha nudc,
tung tAc mot. Phai 1ap sovkos khép noi, cho dén khi nao
nong dan biét thé nao 1a trach nhiém.”

“Thé van con nhe day, dong chi,” Scamoggia tiép 10i.
“Phai vai thé ky nita may ra mé&i c6 mot chut khon lot
vao dau ho.”

Anh dén tuy mo, nhung doi tai dong chi Tavan do ruc
1én nhu than hong, du dé phat sang giita man dém. Don
Camillo toan tiép tuc ban phao thi... gét chan phai cta
Peppone giang xudng dang ngén chan tat bén trdi cta
ong. Du co6 bi di sung vao bung, Don Camillo cling chua
chac da chiu thua. Nhung mot cai chai chan do di bo 16
mua thi dii khién 6ng nin thinh.
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Trong khi bui bay van chua kip ling, ddng chi Oregov
da ding chan gitra phong, hai chan dang rong, ra 1énh
nhu sing lién thanh. Ngudi ta dung ban dai bang van va
gia do, rOi trai 1én trén mot cudn bao bd thanh khan trai
ban. Lo sudi duoc nhom 1én, dén diu dugc cham thém,
va ban an dugc bay bién du déy: chén, dia, dao, mudng,
ly. Nhin vé goc phong noi Peppone va nhém “hdc 4m”
dang co ro, Oregov doan dugc bau khong khi dang tré
nén cang nhu diy dan. Chi trong nhay mat, ong diéu ba
o gai ra rot vodka cho khach. Chi can hai ly can, niém
tin vao thang loi cudi ciing ctia chii nghia xa hoi da duoc
khoéi phuc hoan toan — trir Don Camillo, ngudi ma rugu
chi khién thém... u ut.

Dang doi ra rudt dang kiéu cong san chinh hi€u, ca bon
nhao vao nhiing t0 stp bap cai va khoai tdy nghi ngit
khoi nhu 1ii s6i. Khi thdy moi ngudi dn udng da no né,
dong chi Oregov ra hiéu cho Petrovna dung day xin 15i
vi su bat tién budi chiéu. Don Camillo, dang ¢ trang thai
“quy nhap”, lién bat day dap 18.

“That ra, chL'lng t6i cam thdy day 1a mot cudce phiéu luu
rat dang gia,” 6ng mé man, “vi déng chi Oregov da cho
chiing t6i mét vi du dién hinh vé tu cach ciia mot lanh
dao cOng san. O nuéc t6i co cau tuc ngir rang: ‘Nguoi
chi ma ngang cao dau thi con ngua ciing bude di uy
nghi.” Thoi nay, khi co giéi hoa va tién b x4 hoi da...
nudt ludn ca ngya lan chu, thi ¢6 1& nén noi: dong chi
Oregov dugc ning tam baéi niém tu hao chinh dang ma
Pang cong san danh cho thanh tich ciia dong chi dy.”
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Oregov khodi chi cuoi toe, va vo cung hai long véi “loi
khen ki€u an du cao cap” ay cua Don Camillo.

*kk

Peppone, véi vai trd thugng nghi si, can bd DPang, va
truong doan cong tac, ludn mang theo mot chiéc cip tap
com lén vi toan tai liéu mét. Trong bira toi, chang hiéu
hing chi sao ma han lai dat chiéc cap ay xudng dat —
mot hanh dong thiéu suy nghi, vi thé 1a Don Camillo,
ngé)i bén canh, c6 dip mo ra xem ludt qua. Dudi déng
gidy to nghiém tac kia 1a mot chai ruou manh va mot
khic salami thuong hang. Peppone chi phat hién ra
chuyén d kh1 bat thinh linh nghe dong chi Oregov cam
on hin vé “moén qua hao phong”, va nhat dinh doi chia
déu cho ca phong. Mon qua 4y, di nhién, 1 chai ruou va
khuc salami.
“Pong chi,” Don Camillo vira tré vé sau khi trinh 18 vat,
vira noi, “d6 1a mot ctr chi rat cao dep. Cao dep khong
kém gi vu dong chi moi ca doan uong vodka bang tién
thira tir to gidy bac muoi ngan lira ay.”

Peppone luom 6ng mot cai nhu mudn dt chay ghé.

“Ké cuoi sau cung mdi cuoi dai,” han gan giong. “Tu
day vé nha, duong con dai lam!”

bong chi Oregov ngo6i chéem ché & mot dau ban dai. Bén
tay phai ong la giam doc hop tac xa va bi thu chi bg, con
bén trai la dong chi Nadia Petrovna. Ngoi canh Petrovna
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1a dong chi Salvatore Capece dén tir thanh Naples, ké da
khon khéo chen chan lot vao gitra c6 va dong chi Nanni
Scamoggia.

Chai rugu brandy va khtic salami — dai di¢n tiéu bi€u cua
su tri tré tu sdn — cling bi ach tac luén & dau ban nay,
khong cach nao vuot tuyén dugc.

“Pong chi,” Capece cit giong nong nan, phong hét noi
luc 4nh mat tan chay vao phia Petrovna, “gia ma toi co
mot cdy dan guitar thi 101 phat biéu cta t6i con lang man
hon bai dién vin ctia dong chi Tarocci gip boi.”

Petrovna nghiéng dau noéi nho gi d6 véi giam ddc hop
tac xa. Ong ta lang 1& rdi ban. Khong ai dé y vi ca phong
da roi vao trang thai mo mang sung suéng, san pham két
hop giita hoi néng 16 sudi, vodka niang d6 va khoi thude
cudn tung 1op.

Nhung khi Ong ta tr¢ lai thi moi nguoi lap tirc bung tinh
bo1 mot tiéng ra troi giang phat ra tr c6 hong cua
Capece:

“Pan guitar!”

Hop tac xi Tifiz khong c6 n6éi mot chiéc may nio con
hoat dong, nhung lai s¢ hiru mot cay dan guitar — va
thém ca mot chiéc dan accordeon, cung mdt cau nhoc
biét choi kha kha. Trong khi Capece dang chinh day, cau
bé kéo accordeon rén vang ban hanh khtic. Pang lic do,
dong chi Tavan — anh ta dién von lam li it noéi — bong
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bing sang mot ludng himg khéi. Anh giat 1ay accordeon
tir tay cdu bé va kéo mot hop am khién ca phong nin bat.
R6i anh choi ban Ru01 Ngua” va “Mazurka xu
Migliavacca”, choi dén ndi ngudi ta quén bing ca cai doi
tai to nhu canh quat cta anh.

Capece san sang nhdp cudc. Vi tiéng dém dan
accordeon, anh bung 1én giong hat nirc long. Anh hat O
Sole Mio — va ca thanh Naples tia vé trong tiéng hat cia
anh, tir d6i Vomero dén mii Possillipo, tir quan di
Teresa toi Funiculi Funiculd, tr anh trang trén vinh
Naples cho t&i vin nan muén thud mién Nam nuéc Y.
Néu anh khong hat thém bai nita chic dam dong da nhao
to1 xé xac anh vi tlirc qua.

Anh hit thém nira tid bai nita, con déng chi Nanni
Scamoggia thi bat ddu ndi bot mép vi tirc — vi subt budi,
Capece khong rdi mat khoi Petrovna, con ¢d thi nhu bi
b6 bua, say sua nhur thiéu nit tuéi mudi bay méi biét mui
tinh ai.

ROi dong chi Tavan dot nhién phong vao mot ban polka.
Két qua that than ky. Trong vong mot gidy ddng ho, ca
ban an cung chén dia mu6ng nia déu bi quét sach nhu c6
bdo, ai con mudn tlep tuc udng thi phai chui qua vin
phong hop tac xi ké bén — noi chtra ca kho vodka 1an
khong khi trang nghiém t6i thieu. Moi nguoi ua vao
nhiay mua dién cudng, chi c6 mot nguoi duy nhat rat lui
khoi canh tugng kinh hoang dé la Don Camillo, nguoi
tim dugc mot chdn binh yén bén tam anh Lenin treo trén
tuong phong hanh chinh.
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%k %k %k

Podng chi Salvatore Capece cudi cung ciing quang luén
cdy dan guitar qua mot bén dé nhao ra nhay voi ddng chi
Nadia Petrovna. Hin 6m cb chat dén noi khi Peppone
can c6 dich gip mot chuyén gi do, co gan nhu phai go
minh ra khoi vong tay hin bang ca thé luc 13n k¥ thuat. .
thoat hiém.

“Pong chi,” Peppone néi khi da kéo dugc co vao mot
goc riéng, “mot ngudi sau cd ngay lam viéc cat luc thi
xung dang duoc vui choi lanh manh mét chit. Con néu
ai 46 cir 1am ké pha dam, nhu dong chi Tarocci, khong
chiu nhap cudc, thi ddng bi trimg phat. Pong chi thiy
ding khong?”

“Qué dung,” Petrovna dap khong can suy nghi.

“Déng chi Tarocci ¢6 nhiéu t6 chit lanh dao, nhung
trong nha thi bi con my vo ghen nhu su tir v, bao sao
nghe vay. Gid cach nha ca ngan dim ma van khong dam
tha 1ong mot chat. Khong dugc! Phai kéo han ra nhay!”

“Ctr dé t6i lo!” dong chi Petrovna tuyén bd.

Nam phut sau, mot nhém thiéu nit cudi khiic khich xong
vao van phong, kéo Don Camillo ra ngoai sanh, téng
thang 1én san nhay. Peppone khoai chi ngoi xem, va khi
Don Camillo dang bi c¢6 gai xinh nhéat cudn xoay nhu
chong chong thi Peppone ra hiéu cho dong chi Vittorio
Peratto — tay nhiép anh gia dén tir Turin — nguoi 1ap tic
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moc may anh c6 dén flash ra, bAm ngay mot tAm chép
sang nhu sét danh.

Thé 1a tir 46, c6 nao ciing mudn duoc chup anh dang
nhay cung Don Camillo. Khi cuén phim vira quay xong,
Peppone ghé tai Peratto thi tham:

“Céau phai ndp toan bo am ban cho t6i. Nhé chua!”

Mot quang nghi ngin dugc danh dé md tung cira s6 xua
b6t khéi thude va khui thém vai chai vodka. Nhung bau
khong khi ron rang thi khong giam di chiit nao. Pong chi
Li Friddi, ngudi Sicily, moc ra mdt cady kén harmonica;
déng chi Curullu, dan dao Sardinia, dién lai canh mot tay
say ruou cd nhét chia khoa vao 6 khi mo vé nha lic nta
dém; ddng chi Gibetti, ngudi ving Tuscany, cat 1én mot
doan opera bang giong. .. nir cao gia thanh dén lon ciing
ngimg kéu; con dong chi Bacciga dén tir Genoa thi khién
ca phong lang nhu to khi méc ra mot tai dd ao thuat va
biéu dién nhu David Copperfield thir thiét.

“Céac nhom sinh hoat cong dong va truyén hinh qua that
da nang cao trinh d¢ van hoa cua giai cap lao dong,”
Don Camillo thé hon hén néi véi Peppone.

“Khong nghi ngo gi nira,” Peppone dap. “Ma t61 dang
nghi, vé nuéc ma dem méy tam buu thiép nay ra trién
lam thi con hiéu qua hon hang déng tuyén ngoén chinh
tri.”

“Buru thiép kiéu gi?” Don Camillo nhiu may hoi.
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“M4y tAm hinh vi cha x@ kha kinh cta chung ta mic d6
hoéa trang, nhay nhot tung bung trén san ay.”

“DPimg dém ga trudc khi tring nd,” Don Camillo dap tra.
“Nhu chinh 6ng da noéi: tir gio dén khi vé to1 nha van con
mot chang duong rat dai!”

Diéu nhay lai ndi lén, va mot ngucn dan ong nhd con,
khoang chirng bon muoi tudi, tién dén gan Don Camillo.

“Pong chi,” han néi bang tiéng Y, “dong chi 14 truong
nhom phai khong?”

“Khong, cai 6ng bu nhin ngoi ké téi kia maéi 1a trudng
doan. T6i chi 1a t6 trudng thoi.”

“Vay thi t6i c¢6 chuyén phai noi v6i hai nguoi. Néu anh
chang nguoi Naples kia con khong budng tay khdi co gai
ay, thi thang cha ngud1 Rome s€ nén cho gay xuwong.”

Khéng budn thic mac lam sao nguoi la mat lai noi duge
tiéng Y, Peppone lap tirc rat lui dé ngan ngira moi ric roi
c6 thé xay ra. Don Camillo vung tay lam vai cir chi loan
Xa, va nguoi la pha 1én cuoi, ra hidu rang minh hiéu.

“Vodka chtr gi?” anh ta hoi, mat sang nhu biét trudc ca y
dinh.

“Da, da!” Don Camillo dap, van chua tin noi 1a nguoi
kia noi dugc tieng minh. Ro6i 6ng chi vé phia vin phong
—no1 dong thoi cling 1a ham chtra rugu vodka.
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Vao dén trong vin phong, ho méi c6 thé nédi chuyén
thodi mai.

“To6i la nguoi Rumani,” nguoi la thong bdo véi Don
Camillo.

“Thé sao lai ndi tiéng Y giong Naples nhu hat cai luvong
vay?”

“Vi t6i dén tir Naples. Nam 1939 t6i 1a thuy thi, quen
mot cd gai Rumani va theo c6 ay vé tan Rumani.”

“Roi anh c6 dudi kip khong?” Don Camillo héi.
“Co chir, nhung... khong dung luc.”
“La sao? Dén mudn a? Co 4y da 1ay chong khac ri?”

“Khong, to1 dén som qud, nén phai cudi co ay luon. May
ma chlen tranh no ra, roi Hong quan tran vao Rumani.
Ho can lao dong nong nghiép, t6i lién tinh nguyén dang
ky...”

**k*k

Trong lic ngudi la ké chuyén doi, Peppone van dang tim
co hoi tiép can dong chi Petrovna. Chd dén cudi diéu
mazurka, han lach vao giita Capece va Petrovna, kéo co
sang mot vong valse.
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“Nghe t61 noi nay, dong chi,” han bat dau, “dong chi
Scamoggia 1a mot tai san cua Pang, nhung vé chinh tri
thi con non lam. D€ mac sai lam tu san...”

“Téi ciling nhan thiy,” Petrovna gat dau. “Nhung t6i nghi
theo thoi gian s€ kha hon.”

“T6i dong y. Nhung tdi nay, cac sai lam 4y dang lan at 1y
tri, ma néu dong chi khong ngimg nhay véi tay choi dan
Kia thi thé nao cling c6 chuyén. Téi ndi vay la dé tranh
tinh huéng bita tiéc bién thanh mot tran x0 xat.”

Ho cung khiéu vii dén cudi ban nhac rdi tach ra. Peppone
vao lai van phong, va Don Camillo bdo cao nhanh céu
chuyén cia anh chang Naples.

“Han khong dinh dang gi dén chinh tri ca,” Don Camillo
giai thich. “Chi mudn nho minh gitp thoat khoi rac roi.”

Peppone nhan vai.

“Réc rdi thi tu han di tim. Khong ¢ yén Rumani ma lai
mo qua day lam gi?”

“Vi vo t01,” nguoi la chen vao. “T6i phai thoat khoi co
ay. Va tin toi di, lam nguoi Rumani gdc Naples & Nga dé
thé hon 1a ¢ ngay Rumani! Téi ma ¢ lai day thi song
khoé — t6i 1a tho cao toc, got rau, lai 1a thg lam toc duy
nhit trong vung. T6i di tir kolkhos nay sang kolkhos
khac ¢t toc, cao rdu. Nhung mon ti caa t6i 1a ubn toc.”
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“Ubn toc ha?”

“Phu nir ¢ dau cling vay, sép a. Mién c6 co hoi lam dep
1a ho sin sang nhin d6i dé chi tién. Vira c6 c6 dau tién
udn téc xong thi ca bon ru nhau di 1am luén. Danh tiéng
toi lan nhanh nhu chay rung...”

“Nghe ciling dugc,” Peppone gt gu, “nhung thé thi sao
anh lai roi vao canh khon don?”

“Sép oi, tuong tuong coi, mot gi trai tré nhu toi, ndm
gitta long nudc Nga ménh mong. Nguoi ta nodi tinh yéu
tu do & day a? Quén di! T6i téi tir Rumani véi dau oc
mong mo. Nhung vira tan tinh vo hay nguoi yéu cua ga
Nga ndo 1a coi nhu no don lién. O kolkhos dau tién, toi
bi bit qua tang tai tran, bi da dit ngay lap tuc. Sang
kolkhos thtr hai thi... cling y chang.”

“Thé thi viéc gi phai 10?” Peppone pha 1én cudi. “Chang
phai c6 td1 tam chuc ngan kolkhos a?”

“Nhung t61 chi c6 mot cai than nay thoi chir dau phai doi
quan!”

Peppone cudi khong dut, con Don Camillo thi tranh tha
luc han dang vui vé:

“Anh chang nay noi dua vay chr that ra mubn quay vé
Naples chét di song lai. Sao minh khong gilip anh ta
chut?”
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“Giup ki€u gi? Lén nhét han vao vali mang qua hai quan
a?”’

“Khong dén mirc d6. Nhung dong chi Rondella thi da bi
goi v€, con ong lai dang gir giay to di duong cho ca
nhom mudi mot nguoi. ..

“Ong dién roi ha! Mat ca vo cua dong chi Oregov dang
ke ke day!”

“Han khong thé theo sat ta mai duoc.”

“Dung c6 dai,” Peppone gat. “Clr dé hén 0 lai day ma
lam nghé udn toc, mién dimg dung t6i may ba di ¢ chir
la dugce.”

“Vay ma goi la chu nghia cOng san sao?” anh thg toc
phan phdo.

“Cau chuyén budn cuoi that,” Peppone gat gu, “nhung
t0i khdng dinh vao dau.” Roi han bo ra ngoai.

“Pung bo toi lai!” anh thg téc niu Don Camillo. “T6i
khong bat ong lidu dau. Chi can néi cho toi biét 6ng di
dau, lic nao. Toi c6 thé tu tim cach bi da dit tir noi nay
sang noi khac. Chi c6 Thuong Pé méi can duoc mot
thing Naples quay vé nha. Khrushchev khong phai
Thuong Dé!”

Don Camillo 13y gidy bit, chép cho anh ta lich trinh ctia
doan.
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“P6 1a tat ca nhitng gi toi ¢6 thé lam cho anh,” 6ng noi.
“Va quén chuyén ta tirng gap nhau di. Té6i da quén roi.”

*kk

Cin phong chinh gid day hdn loan hon bao gio hét, va
Peppone dang cudng cudng di tim dong chi Petrovna.
Han sot rudt khong chi vi khong thay ¢6 déu, ma con vi
dong chi Capece va dong chi Scamoggia ciing bién mat
tam. Cudi cting, han thiy bong Petrovna va tom lay canh
tay co.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” hin hoi gap.

“Pén noi thi mudn mat rdi,” cd thi nhan. “Ho da di ra
ngoai v4i nhau, va khi t61 dudi kip thi... moi chuyén da
xong xuoi ca roi.”

“Capece dau?”

“Trong ddng rom nha kho s 7.”

“Con Scamoggia?”

“Dang chuom d4 vao mit bam ciia Capece.”

“Khéng ai khac biét chuyén nay chi?”

“Chi c6 dong chi Capece — nguoi gio da c6 mdt con mat
tim lam ky niém — va dong chi Nadia Petrovna — nguoi
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"’

vira an mot cai tat nay lua!” Co nghlen rang, siét chat hai
nam tay. “Han dam ra tay v6i t6i ddy!” co gan giong.

Pay khong con 1a chuyén dé cuoi nita. Pdng chi
Petrovna khong phai 1a mgt phu nit binh thuong; co 1a
can by cap cao trong Pang, lai con la vién chirc nha
nudc.

“T6i hoan toan hiéu,” Peppone nghiém nghi néi. “Téi co
nén danh cho han mot tran hay bao céo thang 1én dong
chi Oregov?”

“Co nhirng lac phai gat cdm xuc ca nhan sang mét bén vi
loi ich cuia Pang,” dong chi Petrovna dap. “Cu cho qua
di. Pong chi Scamoggia hién dang chiu anh hudng cia
vodka. Khi tinh ruou, hin sé& théy hanh dong cua minh
that ngu xuan.”

Peppone lic dau.

“Dong chi 4, Lenin timg day: phai n6i sy that, di sy that
c6 kho nghe dén may. Va toi biét chic rang Scamoggia
khong hé uong mot giot vodka hay brandy nao. Han
khong say. Han biét rat r6 minh dang lam gi.”

Petrovna lic do6 trong con xinh dep hon thuong 1€, doi
mat long lanh nhu sap roi 1€. Mot bén ma hoi tng do, va
co dua tay che lay.
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“Déng chi,” c6 ndi nhd nhe, “tdi phai thu that — du that
khong de chut nao — rang to6i... toi e 1a minh cling chua
du trudng thanh vé mat chinh tri.”

Ngay lac a4y, Don Camillo xuat hién bén canh Peppone.

“Cé chuyén gi khong 6n a?” 6ng hoi.

“Khéng, moi chuyén van trong khudén kho,” Peppone
dap, mat lanh nhu tién.
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BA BONG LUA MACH

Trong dém, mot con gi6 dir doi tir phuong nao khong rd
quét ngang qua dong bang, lam dong cing mat dat von
siing nudc. Don Camillo 14 ngudi dau tién tinh giac, bi
danh thirc boi tiéng ngdy nhu sim dong cta Peppone.
Nhing tang bang dai lung léng bam vao khung cira so,
nhung trong phong thi van &m ap nho cai 10 sudi to dang

ruc hong. Xung quanh Ong, tam dong chi con lai nam
thlep trén nhitng chiéc giuong da chién, ngudi ndo ngudi
nay déu guc vi ruou vodka va con hy lac nao nhiét cua
dém hoém trude. Don Camillo — nhur moi ngudi — van
nguyén bd quan 4o trén nguoi tir tdi qua. Peppone nim
ngay chiéc givong bén canh.
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“Néu han khong ngay trang tron dén thé,” Don Camillo
tham nghi, “thi minh cling thay hoi &y ndy vi da lam han
kho sé nhi¢u phen.”

Ong dao mit diém danh. Véng, ngoai trir dong chi
Yenka Oregov va dong chi Nadia Petrovna, ai ciing con
du mit. Con ddng chi Salvatore Capece thi van con
miéng gac uét dap trén con mét bam.

“Lay Chutia,” Don Camillo khé& cau nguyén, “xin thuong
x6t ddm nguoi khon khd nay, va soi sdng cdi mu mit cla
ho.”

Ong tir tir ha chan xudng dt, bat dau xo giay. Chiéc bén
trai 6n, nhung chiéc bén phai thi nhu dinh chit vao san.
C6 vé nhu day gidy bi mac vao k& nit. Ong giat manh
mot cai, va ding lac Ay thi Peppone ngimg ngay. Ly do
cho sy trung hop nay that don gidn: Peppone da budc
day gidy ctia Don Camillo vao... ¢ chan minh.

“Pong chi a,” Don Camillo trach nhe, “t6i khong hiéu
sao dong chi lai khong tin t6i dén thé.”

“V§&i déng tro quy ma ong da dién ngay trudc mat toi,”
Peppone cau nhau, “thi ai ma biét 6ng s€ bay gi luc toi
dang ngu!”

Ca hai kéo nhau ra giéng bom ngoai san dé rira mat. Gio6
lanh quét vao mdt rat nhu dao cao, va dan cu trong méy
cdn nha mai tranh quanh d6 thi c6 vé di rut hét vao
trong. Nhung roi dot nhién, khong khi chuyén dong. Mot
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chiéc xe tai 16n lao toi, va dong chi Oregov xuat hién
cung vai nguoi dan dia phuong dé don xe. Peppone va
Don Camillo cling budc ra nhap hoi.

Mot cdu trai nhay khoi xe, ho goi nguoi giup d chiée xe
mo-t6 tir thung xe xudng. Tai xé ciing budc xubng sau
d6 va dén bao cao véi ddong chi Oregov. Khi hin 14t cb
do 10ng lén, cd nhom nhan ra ngay: do l1a cong dan
Stephan Bordonny. Thi ra cdu trai da chay xe mo-t6 sudt
chang duong dé goi ctru vién tir Grevinec, va gio day tai
xé cua doan cung v&i dong chi Nadia Petrovna ciing vira
t6i xem tinh hinh thé nao.

“Pung lo,” dong chi Petrovna trdn an Peppone sau khi
dong chi Oregov va Bordonny hdi y chép nhoang. “Anh
ta mang day du linh kién can thiét, xe buyt s& sém duoc
sta chira thoi.”

“Khong can kéo xe vé day a?” Peppone thac mac.

“Khong thé dugce,” ¢o lac dau. “Puong bi dong bang roi.
Lop xe cua chiéc tai nhe khong bam ndi trén mat bang.
Ho s€ stra xe ngay tai cho.”

“Toi cling 1a thg mdy,” Peppone noi. “Néu cd bd 4o lién
quan, to1 s€ san sang xan tay vao phuy.”

Dong chi Oregov rat hai long voi dé nghi giup stc, va
ddng chi Petrovna lién néi ring s& thu xép cho Peppone
mot bd dd tho.
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“Cho t61 hai bo luén,” Peppone noi. “Dong chi Tarocci
day c6 dau 6c k¥ thuat, chac chan s€ giup dugc viée.”

Oregov tan thanh va rd ga chay m6-t0 to1 lang Drevinka
lan cén dé goi dién bao cap trén vé viéc doan bi ket
ngoai y mudn.

“Pong chi,” Peppone ndi voi Petrovna, “nhu vdy tam
thoi dong chi s& phy trach nhom con lai. Néu ai cu xur
khong ding, cir manh tay ky lugt. T6i dac biét luu y
dong chi Scamoggia — hin chuyén gay chuyén.”

“T61 suy nghi sudt dém vé cach han lang nhuc t6i,”
Petrovna dap. “Han no t61 mat 101 giai thich.”

Anh mét ¢6 lanh ling, nhung cling phﬁn nao diu lai nho
ki€u toc uodn vinh vién mdi toanh ma anh thg Naples da
kip 1am cho ¢6 tir hom trude.

Luc nay, hai by do thg da sin sang, va Peppone clng
Don Camillo leo 1én xe tai di stra xe. Trén duong,
Peppone ndi nhoé véi Don Camillo:

“To1 e ngai cho tam ly cia dong chi Petrovna. Co ay c6
vé dang trong giai doan nguy hiém — rat cd thé sé tim
son moi va son mong tay néu bat gap.”

“Khong nghi ngo gi,” Don Camillo gat gu. “Khi n6i dén
chinh tri, phu nit luén c6 xu huéng cyc doan.”
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Ca doan duong, cong dan Bordonny ngdi ling thinh, gia
vO nhu chang hiéu hai vi khach Y dang no6i gi. Tai xé xe
buyt thi leo 1&€n thung xe, 1an ra ngi. Nhung Bordonny
thi khong dam lo 1a.

Bordonny mang theo day du dung cu can thiét, va khi
dén noi chiéc xe buyt dang méc ket, anh nhin qua 14 hiéu
ngay van dé. Pau sau xe dugc kich 1én dé dang, ‘nhung
dé con doi khong trugt trén bang thi phai ké mot tAm van
bén dudi. Tai xé xe buyt nhat quyét khong chiu chui
xudng gim. Phan mg cia anh ta ciing d& hiéu, va
Peppone ngac nhién khi thiy Bordonny quat thio gay gat
dén vay. Han dinh can thiép nhung Bordonny van tlep
tuc nat nd. Cudi ciing, ngudi tai xé bo di, 1am i budc vé
phia hop tac xa.

“Mic xac hin!” Bordonny 1am bam khi gi kia da khuat.

“To1 khong thay nén trach,” Peppone lic dau. “Ai ma
muon liéu nam dudi xe cho bi de.”

“T6i quat chi dé dudi hin di thoi,” Bordonny giai thich.

Ngay sau do, ho bat dau cong viéc. Trong khi dang thao
oc, Bordonny noi:

“Noi nay ting 1a chién trudng ac liét ngay trude khi toi
bi bat, vao khoang Giang Sinh nim 1942. Quan Nga tin
cong nhu vii bio. Khi ching t6i rat lui, nhidu dong doi
da nam lai. Mot nhom khoang ba muoi phao binh va linh
bersaglieri bi bao vy, nhiéu ngudi bi thuong hodc dm.
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Quan Nga nhét ho vao mot kho laa gan kolkhos Tifiz ma
cac ong vira t6i tham. Khi ching t6i chiém lai khu vuc
vao hom sau thi ho dé chét ca. Bi ban bang sung may —
ho tha giét con hon dé tu binh trén. Toi c6 mat khi xéac
duoc tim thiy. Canh tuwong that kinh hoang.”

Don Camillo va Peppone van tiép tuc 1am viéc, ngon tay
té buot vi gia lanh.

“Chung t6i gom x4c lai va mai tang,” Bordonny ké tlep
“Néu di bo thém khoang ba phan tu dam vé hudng Bic,
cac ong s& thdy mot 16i xe bo ré phai. Cach ngi ré d6
chung tram mét c6 mdt con muong thuy loi véi hang rao
ram phu mot bén. Men theo hang rao khoang hai tram
budc, cic ong s& thdy mot cay sbi 1on phu ddy day
thudng xuidn. M6 nim ngay d6 — trong hinh chit nhat
dugc gigi han bdi con duong chinh, 16i xe bo, con
muong va mot dudng tuong tuong ndi tir 16i xe t6i goc
cay.”

Ho 1am viéc thém nira tiéng nita ma khong noi gi.

“T6i ¢6 thé tu 1am phan con lai,” Bordonny néi. “Néu c6
nguoi dén, toi s€ bam coi. Dudi day thuong xuan kia,
cac Ong s€ thay thir can thay.”

Don Camillo lap tirc quay got, va Peppone danh budc
theo. Bau troi xam xit, gié van thoi déu trén canh dong

tro troi.

“Néu gi6 ngimg thi s& ¢ tuyét,” Don Camillo noi.
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“T6i mong du tuyét dé chon ong ludn,” Peppone lau bau.

Ho bat dau chay va chang miy chdc d3 dén con muong.
L6p bang day dong cung dudi day, Don Camillo leo
xubng, men theo dé di tiép. Khi t6i cay s6i ¢b thu véi
nhimg nhanh khang khiu vuon 1€n nén tro1 xam xit, ho
luon qua mdt khoang trong trong hang rao ram. Trudc
mat ho 13 mot canh dong rong, van con lac dac nhitng
bong lua mach non xanh mud6t.

Ho dung lang mot luc, nhin canh tugng ti€u diéu trai dai.
Roi Don Camillo 1iy hét can dam budc 1én vai budc, tay
run run vach dam day thuong xuan sang mét bén. Trén
than cay, c6 khic mot dong chir: 27-12-1942, cling mot
chir duy nhét: Italia, phia trén 1a mot dau thanh gia don
SO.

Don Camillo tha day thuong xuén ru xudng, con
Peppone lang 1€ thao md, mat nhin ménh mong ra canh
dong, hinh dung nhing cdy thanh gia go gio d tan bién,
nhitng manh xuong tan mat dudi 16p dét lanh.

“Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua
luceat eis...”

Khi quay lai, 6ng thdy Don Camillo dang dtmg duéi gbc
cdy so1, trude cdy thanh gia thé so ma Bordonny da
khac, thi tham dang lé Cau Hon.

“Deus, cuius miseratione animae fidelium requiescunt:
famulis et famulabus tuis, et omnibus hic et ubique in
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Christo quiescentibus, da propitius veniam peccatorum;
ut a cunctis reatibus absoluti, tecum sine fine laetentur.
Per eumdem Dominum...”

Nhirng bong Iia mach manh mai kh€ rung 1&€n dudi lan

gio.
“Con o1, con ¢ dau?”

Peppone bong nhd dén dong tit tuyét vong trén mot to
béo trong nhitng nim cudi ctia cudc chién:

“Con ¢ dau, con trai cia me?”

**kk

Bordonny van tap trung lam viéc, nhung ludn giit mot tai
cing ra dé phong dong tinh. Khi nghe c6 tiéng budc chan
tir phia kolkhos, anh bop coi bao hi¢u. Khong phai la tai
xé xe buyt nhu anh lo, ma 1a mot nguoi Y — dong chi tai
to. Anh ta di rat chdm, va khi dén gan, Bordonny ra hi¢u
dung lai.

“Giap toi mot tay di, dong chi, cho dén khi may ngudi
kia quay lai.”

Tavan cdi 40 khoac, hing hai bt tay vao viéc. Trong lic
do, Peppone va Don Camillo nhanh chong quay tr¢ lai.

Khi ho dén noi, Peppone néi:

“Pua cai dung cu d6 cho t61.”
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Tavan lau tay vao mot manh gi¢, mac lai 4o khodc, r6i
nan lai gan Don Camillo, luc ay dang ngdm mdt mau xi
ga nho.

Cuoi cung anh lay hét can dam 1én tiéng:
“Dong chi, néu dong chi ranh, t61i mudn nodi vai 161.”

“Chuyén gia da tiép quan roi,” Don Camillo noi. “Chiing
ta c6 thé noi chuyén mot lac.”

Ho cung budc 1én con duong dit, di song song véi nhau.

“Déng chi,” Tavan noi, giong hoi ngap ngung, “nhiing
diéu dong chi néi — nhiéu diéu 1a su that. Toi khong thé
khong ddng tinh. Nhung t61 khong thé tng ho viéc dong
chi 1én 4n ca giai cap nong dan. O thanh thi, cong nhan
tu tap lai, tiép xtic véi vin minh, nim ngay trung tdm
chinh tri. Con néng dan song biét 1ap, khong thé mong
ho ¢6 tinh than cong dong ngay duogc. Y trong moi lot
vao dau ho thi khé 1am, da phan ho khong hiéu. Nhung
vai nguoi da hiéu ra, va dang tim cach cai thién cudc
song.”

Khudn mat gay go rdm nang va doi tai vénh cua Tavan
ltic d6 bong trd nén chan thanh la lung.

“T6i biét dong chi 1a dang vién trung thanh va siéng
ndng,” Don Camillo déap. “Co I& toi nodi qua 1oi. Du sao
di nita, t6i khong c6 ¥ xic pham dén long tu trong giai
cap ctia dong chi.”
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“Khéng sao,” Tavan néi. “Sy that thi dung nhu ddng chi
noi — nhung chiing toi dang thay d6i. Chinh nhiing nguoi
gia 1a rao can. O ndéng thon, nguoi gia ¢ trong luong 16n
1im. Ho 6m du tht quan ni¢m sai, nhung vi ca doi ho
1am quan quat, nén cii ho cctng kho. Bang c6 moi cau tra
161, nhung nguoi gia thi van cam cuong. Bang kéu goi ly
tri, ma ho chi nghe trai tim. Du dau ho co sang, tim van
1a thtr quyét dinh.”

“Pong chi a, t6i ciing 1a con nha nong, toi hicu rat rd
diéu d6. Van dé nong dan chi goi gon chirng ay thoi. Va
chinh vi vay, ta cang phdi ting cudng tuyén truyen.”

Ho tiép tuc budc di, khong ai noi gi.

“Déng chi,” Tavan b5ng ct tiéng, “t01, vO va cac con
song cung v6i cha toi — 6ng da 75 tudi — va me toi — ba
73. Gia dinh t61 da sinh séng trén manh dat d6 hon mot
tram ndm. Cha me t61 moi nam chi xuong lang mot 1an,
va ca doi ho chi ghé qua thanh pho 16n ding mot lan.
Bay gio lam sao toi co thé thay doi cach nghi cua ho,
nhét 12 sau nhiing gi ho timg trai qua?...”

Don Camillo quay sang nhin anh, &nh mat do hoi.
“Néu trong long c6 diéu gi tran tro, ctr noi ra di, dong
chi,” 6ng noi. “Lic nay, anh dang no6i chuyén véi mot

con nguoi, khong phai véi Dang.”

Tavan lac dau.
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“To61 ¢6 mot nguoi em trai, kém t61 nam tudi,” anh noi,
“nd d3 chét trong chién tranh. Cha t6i thi chép nhan duoc
chuyén ay, nhung me t6i thi khong bao gio ngudi. Khi
biét t6i duoc chon di chuyén nay, me t6i nhu phat dién.
To1 da phai htra véi ba sé [am mot vige...”

“Em trai anh chét & d4u?” Don Camillo hoi.

“No¢ di theo 1énh diéu dong,” Tavan dép, “va bi giét ngay
tai day — trong trdn danh vao khoang Giang Sinh nam
1942.” Gigng anh nghe nhe han ra, nhu vira trit duoc
ganh niang. “Me toi bat t6i thé rang s& tim cho bang duoc
noi c6 cay thanh gia chon nd... va dat cai nay trudc mo
nd.”

Tur thi 4o, Tavan rit ra mdt cdy nén dang le, bang sap
trang.

“T6i hiéu roi, dong chi,” Don Camillo nhe nhang néi.
“Nhung lam sao anh hy vong tim dugc diing cho chon?”

Tavan 161 ra tr vi mot buc anh cii, mo nhoe vi nam
thang.

“Dﬁy,” anh noi. “Cha tuyén Gy cia don vi di dua tim
nay cho me toi. Co cay thanh gia c6 ghi tén em toi, con
mit sau 1 tén ngoi lang gan nhat va ban d6 phac hoa vi

r oo

tri.

Don Camillo 14t tim anh xem k¥, roi dua lai cho anh.
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“Anh thay ddy, dong chi,” Tavan noi, anh mat day khan
thiet. “Chinh cho nay. Bang cach nao do, t6i phai tim
duogc. Nhung sao t6i dam hdi thang nhiing nguoi ¢ day?”

Ho da di dugc mot doan kha xa trén con duong mon, va
gior thi ho di d&én gan con muong, gan ca cay soi kia —
dung cai cay duoc danh dau trén ban do.

“Pji nhanh 1én,” Don Camillo néi, rdi rao budc. Khi dén
muong, ong dung lai. “Pay la duong, kia 1a con muong
c¢6 hang rao chay doc, va kia — cai cay d6.” Noi rdi ong
dan Tavan men theo ddy muong, leo 1én ngay chd bén
dudi gdc cay soi. “Do,” ong chi vé phia canh dong lua
mach, “chinh noi nay 1a noi em trai anh dang nam.”

Ong vén 16p day thuong xuén va chi cho Tavan thiy
thanh gid cung dong chir khac trén than cay: ngay thang
va chir Italia.

Tavan nhin trén trin ra canh dong, tay cam ciy nén run
ray. Don Camillo tién 1én vai budc, cai xuéng dao mot 1
nho dudi dit. Tavan hiéu ngay, anh dat ciy nén vao
trong 18 rdi thap lira. Ptng ddy, anh thao mii, nhin thing
vé phia trudc, lang im.

Don Camillo liy con dao nhé tir tiii ra, cat mot mang dat
noi ¢6 ba nhanh laa mach non moc 18n, roi dit nod vao
trong chiéc ca nhém ma ong van dung lam chén thanh
khi dang 1&.

“Thé nao ta cling tim dugc céi ca khac,” 6ng nghi tham.
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R6i 6ng quay sang noi:
“Pdng chi, hdy mang phan dit nay vé cho me anh.”

Hai nguoi quay budc ra ria canh dong.

o

“Lam dau thanh gla di, ddng chi,” Don Camillo néi. “Téi

cling s€ lam vay.”

Twr noi ho ding, ho van con nhin thay ngon ltra nho liu
riu cua cdy nén sap dang Ie.

ROi tiéng coi xe vang 1én khién ca hai voi va quay trd lai
cho xe buyt. Trudc khi t¢1 noi, Don Camillo ding lai.

“Pong chi,” ong ndi, “me anh s& vui long, nhung Pang
thi chdc chan s€ khong.”

“Liic ndy t6i khong can biét Dang nghi gi,” Tavan néi,
giong day dut khoat.

Va anh nhe nhang cham vao chiéc ca nho chira mang dat
va ba bong lta, nhu thé chiing con dang séng.
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TO PANG PI XUNG TOI

Chuyén tau di Moscow hom dé kha ving khéach, nén
chang miy chdc Don Camillo di c6 nguyén mét toa
riéng cho minh. Khi Peppone thy 6ng 16i ra cudn sach
trich dan ndi tiéng cta Lenin, han chan ngan bo di, tim
dong chi Nadia Petrovna va dong chi Yenka Oregov —
hai nguoi dang 1ap “bo chi huy tién phuong” ¢ dau toa.

Don Camillo @t cuon breviary cai trang tr¢ lai tai, ro1
rut so tay ra.

“Thoe Nam, 8 gio sang. Kolkhos Tifiz. Stephan
Bordonny. Nghia trang chién tranh. Lé Cau Hon. Bong
chi Tavan. 3 gi¢ chiéu. Khaoi hanh bang tau hoa.”
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Tht Nam u? MGi thtr Nam thdi sao? Ong kho tin ring
minh méi chi ¢ Lién X6 dugc... bdy muoi chin tiéng
dong ho.

Mot 1an nita bong t6i lai phu xudng, khéng mot bong cay
hay mai nha nao phé v& canh quanh hiu trai dai trén canh
ddng gi6. Chi c6 nhimg canh dong lua mach bat tan — va
trong tam tuong, Don Camillo tuéng tuong chung ri rao
xanh tuoi dudi niang hé. Nhung khong mot hinh anh nao
da 1am am lai long 6ng. Ong nghi dén canh dong mua
doéng & qué huong Bassa: swong mu dic quanh, dong
rudng sting nude, dudng sa lay 16i. O d6, khong con gio
lanh nao c6 thé dap tat hoi 4m tu nhién ma con nguoi dé
lai. Nguoi néng dan du 1am 1dii cay bude, van khong cam
thdy bi tach biét. Nhimng soi ddy v6 hinh nhung song
dong gan ho lai v6i nhau. O déy thi khac — khdng c6 soi
day nao ca. Con nguoi ¢ ddy nhu mot vién gach trong
burc twong: can thiét, nhung co thé bi thay thé bét ctr luc
nao. Khi bi ném ra khoi hé théng, anh ta khong con ly do
dé tiép tuc sdng. O day, con ngudi bi cd 1ap dén mirc
tuyét vong.

Don Camillo ring minh. R6i mot ¥ nghi vut dén trong
dau ong:

“Tén Peppone chét tiét kia bién di dau r6i?”

Ctra toa kéu Ién k&o ket, va khuon miat do hoi ciia dong
chi Tavan 16 vao.

“C6 1am phién dong chi khong?” Tavan hoi.
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“Vao di, ngdi xudng,” Don Camillo dap.

Tavan ngdi vao ghé d6i dién. Anh iy ra mot 6ng bia
cudn tron tr tui 4o, ngan ngr mot chut roi chia ra cho
Don Camillo xem.

“Chi con vai ngay nita thoi, roi ching s€ khong phai chiu
dung nira,” anh néi, chi vao chiéc ca nhom bén trong,
noi ba bong lua dang dugc bao quan. “Toi dé hd dau dng
dé chang con hit thd. Nhung theo dong chi, toi c6 nén
duc thém vai 16 bén hong khong?”

“Khéng can,” Don Camillo dap. “Chung 6n roi. Quan
trong 1a dumg dé chung bi hap hoi, nong qua.”

Tavan dung 6ng bia dya vao thanh ghé.
“Nhung sau do thi...” anh ngdp ngung.
“Sau d6? Y anh 1a khi nao?”

“Khi t6i vé lai nha...”

Don Camillo nhun vai:

“Dong chi, toi khong thdy viéc trong lai ba nhanh lta
mach la chuyén gi kho ca.”

“Khé 1a chd me t6i,” Tavan no6i. “T6i s& phai noi sao voi
ba? ‘Pay la vai bong lta...’? Roi anh lang thinh, nhin ra
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ctra s0. “Trong ca cai dat nudc rong muoi mot tri¢u dam
vuong nay, tai sao ho lai phai gieo lua ngay cho d6?”

Don Camillo lic dau.

“Pong chi, néu mot qudc gia da co hai muoi tridu ngudi
chét trong chién tranh, thi ho khong thé ban tm nhiéu vé
nam chuc hay mot trim ngan nguoi chét tir phe dich nam
lai ¢4t minh.”

“T6i1 khong thé no6i vay voi me t61,” Tavan phan doi.

“T61 cling khong khuyén véy,” Don Camillo dap. “Cu dé
me anh tiép tyc tin vao cdy thanh gla go nhu trong buc
anh chup mo em trai anh. Hay ké véi ba rang anh di thap
nén dudi chan né. Con ba bong laa — hay dé trai tim anh
dan duong. Néu anh gitr dugc chung song va trong lai
dugc, thi tir hat gidng 4y, ky trc vé em anh s tiép tuc nay
mam.”

Tavan lang 1€ nghe, khuén mat dam chiéu. Don Camillo
chuyén dé tai.

“Dong chi,” 6ng ndi, “sao anh ctr dit ra may cau hai tinh
cam, uy mi kiéu tu san thé ha?”

“T61 thich ban vé miy chuyén d6,” Tavan dap, cam lai
6ng bia, _dung dy dinh di. Trudc khi roi di, anh lai nhin
ra ctra s6 thém mot 1an nira.
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“Muoi mot tri¢u dam vuong dat, vay ma ho lai phai gieo
lta ding ngay manh dat do...” Tavan lap lai, giong u
uat.

Don Camillo chua kip suy nghi gi thém thi ctra toa lai
m¢ ra. Pong chi Bacciga tor Genoa budc vao. La nguoi
thang tinh, dau 6c thuc t€, han khéng vong vo.

“Pong chi,” hian ndi, “tdi da nghi ky roi, va toi thdy dong
chi ding. Pay khong phai 1 noi dé 1am may vu doi do,
budn 14u 4o 16ng véi vé nylon. Téi xin 16i vi dd noi
nhimg diéu ngu xuan hém trudc, sau khi bi dong chi chi
mat.”

“T6i cling ng dong chi mot 10i xin 16i,” Don Camillo
dap. “L& ra t6i nén néi riéng v4i dong chi nhu hai ngudi
dan ong, chir khong nén dua ra gitra cudc hop t6. Nhung
thuc té 1a dong chi Oregov da bt dau dé y dén chuyen
d6 roi, nén t6i mudn xu 1y trude khi ong ta ra tay.”

Bacciga lam bam vai cau ro1 noi:

“Han thi c¢6 dugc khin 16ng, du thuong vu d6 c6 pham
quy di nira...”

“It nhét thi cau chuyén ciing khong lan rong thém,” Don
Camillo an ui.

“U thi, nhung t6i méi 14 thang 6m phan thiét,” Bacciga
gat.
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“Coi nhu ddng chi di tra gia cho chit vui nho nho, thé
thoi,” Don Camillo noi.

“Nhung t6i s& noi sao véi ngudi di dwa t6i doi v, roi
din phai mang khan 16ng vé dbi lai?” Hén tiép tuc cau
nhau, roi tho dai: “Noi that di, dong chi — dém qua t6i
thdy tay Thuong nghi si gi¢ trd véi dong chi, con bubng
161 ché bai ‘ba vo ghé gém’. T6i ndi that, vo tdi con
khung khiép gip muoi 1an! Chinh mu Ay 161 t61 vao vu
ndy. Ma néu toi khong mang mon hang vé thi ngay ca
dong chi Togliatti ciing khong ciru ndi t6i. Toi ciing
khong thé 16i mu ra trudc chi bd duoc — vi mu ta 1a mot
tén Phat xit thdi tha. Con con gai thi theo phe me — ma
tui n6 con t¢ hon ca ba gia nd.”

“Ciing 1a Phat xit th6i tha a2 Don Camillo héi, giong
nghiém nghi.

“Khong — t€ hon! Ching n6 theo dang Dan Chu Thién
Chua Gido. To1 goi bon do 1a quan xung kich phan dong
hang ndng!”

“T6i hiéu,” Don Camillo gat dau. “Téi c6 thé gitp gi?”
“Dong chi, t6i 1am ¢ bén cang, nén ciing 1an lung dugc
vai dong d6. My thi thoi that day, nhung do thi van

thom. Dong chi hiéu y t6i chi?”

“Chua 16 1am,” Don Camillo dap tinh bo.
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“Vi hoa binh trong gia dinh, t6i san sang xi d6 ra. Co gi
sai trai khong?”

“Chi tién tiéu xai a? Khong sai. Lién X6 dang can ngoai
t¢ do-la.”

“Biét ngay ma!” Bacciga thd phao. “Nhan tién, déng chi
c6 bict ty gia d6 thé nao khong?”

Don Camillo ranh rot tra 1o1:

“Ty gia chinh thirc 1a bdn rip mot d6, nhung khach du
lich thi duoc mudi. Bao phan dong don rang cho den doi
duogc t6i hai muoi, nhung tit nhién d6 1a luan diéu chong
cong cli mem.”

“Di nhién rdi,” Bacciga gat dau. “Vay khi dén Moscow,
t0i cur thoai mai tiéu tién, phai khong?”

roo

“Hoan toan hop phap, dong chi.

Bacciga roi di trong tam trang mén nguyén. Nhung Don
Camillo chua kip ghi lai vu nay vao s6 thi canh cua lai
mo ra — 1an nay 1a ddng chi Salvatore Capece.

Miéng gac lanh da phét huy tac dung, mat trai ctia anh ta
gi0 chi con vién tim nhat.

“Pong chi,” anh no6i khi ngdi xudng ddi dién Don
Camillo, “t61 khong hiéu 6ng lam sao ma noc vodka nhu
thé d6 1a brandy. Nhung vodka van la vodka. Khong biét
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n6 s€ lam gi sau khi tham, ma khi xong chuyén roi thi
chang stra dugc nira.”

Don Camillo gt dau, va Capece noi tiép:

“Thuong nghi si bao rang sé& tinh s6 véi t6i sau. Trong
khi cho, toi dd c6 mot con mét bam tim va mét cuc u to
bang qua 6c chd sau gay. Han con mudn gi nita? Vo toi
la dang vién tich cuc ¢ chi bo dia phuong, va néu chuyén
nay bi don ra thi thé nao cing dén tai co ay. Ma c6 ay thi
mau nong va ghen ndi tiéng. T6i khong can noéi thém, vi
nghe n6i déng chi ciing ting trai qua tinh hudng... twong
tw.”

“Yén tam di, dong chi,” Don Camillo dap. “Toi s& tu noi
chuyén vé1 Thuong nghi si.”

Capece ding bat day, mét rang r& nhu dugc clru tu.

“Salvatore Capece — t6i dy!” anh tuyén bd. “Néu c6 dip
ghé Naples, ctir hoi Salvatore Capece. Ca thanh pho déu
biet toi!”

Luc nay, moi chuyén di xay ra qua nhiéu dén mac Don
Camillo thdy minh nhét dinh phai ghi lai vai dong.
Nhung s6 ménh thi khong dé yén nhu vay. Trude khi
ong kip 16i so tay ra, thi dong chi Peratto dd o vao toa.
La nguoi Piedmont chinh gdc tir Turin, hin khong vong
vo chi ca.
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“Pdng chi,” hin noi, “hém qua ta choi ciing kha hing.
Chuyén thuong théi — ruou vao la thé. Nhung gio vodka
tan roi, dau oc tinh tao trd lai. Pong chi Thuong nghi si
c6 thé noi gi tiy y, chir toi 1a nhiép anh gia chuyén
nghiép, khong phai tay may nghiép du. Day la cudn
phim chtra tat ca anh toi chup toi qua. Mudn lam gi thi
lam.”

Don Camillo nhan léy cudn phim.

“T6i cam on, dong chi. Pong chi lam vay that dang
hoang.”

“Vi danh du nghé nghiép,” Peratto noi, chinh lai ¢ 4o
chuan bi rat lui. “Va vi tinh doan két giira nhitng ngudi
dan 6ng vdi nhau. Vo t6i cling dang ghen 1én tirng ngay.
T6i s& nodi voi Thugng nghi si rang phim bj chay sang.”

Sau khi Peratto rdi di, Don Camillo nguéc mét 18n troi:

“Lay Chua, sau tat ca chuyén nay, con bat du thiy xau
ho vi minh khong c6... mdt ba vg hay ghen.”

R6i 6ng mo s6 tay, viét mot dong:
“Vg la thube phién cta nhan dan.”
Chua kip viét thém thi dong chi Scamoggia lai xuét hién
& cira toa. Han phong xudng chiéc ghe dbi dién Don

Camillo, chdm thudc hut réi dé ling lang noi mép moi
nhu dién vién Y thap nién 50. Guong mit nghiém trong
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mot cach bat thuong. RS rang hin dang vat 16n véi diéu
gi d6. Don Camillo nhin han ch¢ do¢i, nhung thay han
van lang thinh, 6ng dinh viét tiép thi—

“Ddng chi!” Scamoggia ngit 10i. Don Camillo 1ap tirc
cat so tay di.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” ong hoi, to vé ngay tho.

“Pong chi bict rd chuyén xdy ra toi qua ma,” Scamoggia
m¢& dau.

“Purng lo,” Don Camillo tran an. “Capece vua toi day,
moi thtr da dugc dan xép 6n thoa.”

“Capece? Han thi lién quan gi?” Scamoggia ngac nhién.
“Hén an ¢t ddm ma, phai khong?”

“0, ¢6 18,” Scamoggia lo dénh noéi. “Nhung t6i khong téi
vi chuyén d6.”

“Vay thi t6i chiu, chfmg hiéu gl hét,” Don Camillo noi.
Scamoggia tir ton nha khoi.
“Tbi qua, trong mot phat yéu long, toi dd tat mot ngudi.”

“Vang, t6i biét,” Don Camillo ngat 1i, bat du mat kién
nhan.



Giovanni Guareschi | 201

“To1 khong noi Capece. To1 noi la... co gai.”
Don Camillo chét ling.

“Y anh 1a — anh d3 tat déng chi Petrovna?! Sao lai lam
chuyén nhu vay?”

Scamoggia gio hai tay 1én nhu thé chinh hin ciing chiang
the hi€u n6i chinh minh.

“Pong chi Petrovna 1a ngudi thong minh,” Don Camillo
noi. “Co ay s€ hiéu — chac chan 1a tai vodka thoi.”

“Nhung t6i dau co udng, va cd dy biét r5 diéu do,”
Scamoggia no6i. “Chinh diéu d6 méi 1a rac rdi.” Han dui
diéu thudc dudi chan. Don Camillo chua timg thiy hin
tréng u uat dén vay.

“Thoéi nao, dimg lam qua lén, dong chi. Co ay la co gai
tuyét voi.”

“Chinh xac,” Scamoggia gt dau. “Co ay dang gia ting
dong vang. Va toi khong thé ddi xu Vo1 ¢6 dy nhu voi
mot ¢ gai qua dudng. Toi khong c6 quyén dan co Ay di
lac.”

Don Camillo — xuat than tir mién dong bang La Bassa —
khong sao hi€u noi cai kiéu tdm ly thanh thi ldt 1éo cua

dan Rome nhu Scamoggia.

“Dan di lac? Y anh la sa0?”
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“Pay khong phai chuyén dua!” Scamoggia gin nhu hét
1én. “Nanni Scamoggia ma tat mot ngudi phu nir thi phai
c6 1y do. Toi c6 vé 1a loai dan 6ng ra tay vdoi phu nir chi
vi vui tha sao?”

Don Camillo lic dau.

“A, t01 hi€u roi. Anh lo rang c6 ay tudéng anh nghiém
tac.”

“Dung vay.”
“Anh khong muon cudi co ay, va s¢ phai noi ra.”
“Chuan khong can chinh.”

“Vay thi don gidn thoi. Cir d€ moi chuyén tréi qua, ba
hom nira 1a anh vé nudc, co ay s€ hiéu la phai quén di.”

“Nhung t6i thi khong quén dugc — d6 méi 1a van dé.”
Don Camillo nhén ra sy vi¢c phtrc tap hon minh tuong.
“Trong trudong hop do, to1 khong cé 161 khuyén nao.”
“Khong, dong chi co6. Pong chi biét suy nghi dang
hoang, va t6i dang dat niém tin vao dong chi. T61 qua
chung t6i da ndi chuyén rat lau, sau khi moi chuyén két
thtic. To1 budc phai giai thich.”

“Anh lam ding.”
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“Vai thang nira, ¢ 4y s& t6i Rome 1am théng dich cho
mot doan du lich. Va...”

Hin ngap nglmg mot chut rdi noi tiép:

“Pong chi, t6i c6 thé tin tuong dong chi khong?”

.....

.....

“Chuén luén,” Don Camillo gat gi. “Nhung du sao, van
c¢6 nhimg linh myc tha chét chir khong tiét 16 16i xung
t6i. Néu t6i 1a linh muc, t6i s& thudc loai d6. Nén ¢t nbi
thodi mai.”

“Khi c6 ay dén Rome, c6 thé c6 dy s€ muon ¢ lai, dé
dugc gan té1. Vay to1 cd nén khuyeén khich chuyén do
khong?”

“Khong,” Don Camillo dap dirt khodt. “Nhu thé 1a khong
danh dy. Mot dong chi Scamoggia khong thé cu xir kiéu
d6. Nhung van co giai phap khac — hop 1y va xing dang
hon nhiéu.”

“La gi?”

“Co ay gioi vige, chic dugc long Pang. Khi toi Moscow,
co 4y c6 thé xin phép dé anh ¢ lai Lién X6. Dat nudc nay
can ngudi co lap truong va chuyén mén ving. O lai day,
moi chuyén s& dé dang hon — ca tri tim lan luong tam
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cua anh déu duoc tron ven. Tot hon nhi€u so vdi viéc
kéo mot cO gai trong sang, mu quang vi yéu, vao mot
cudc phi€u luu tinh ai gitra dat khach qué nguoi.”

Guong mit ciia Scamoggia bong bung sang.

“Déng chi a, dau oc toi vira rdi ding 1a 161 nhu canh he,
nhung gid thi nhd dong chi, t6i da trd lai ding duong
ray. Nhu ddng chi noi, chuyén don gian thoi. Toi that sy
nhe 10ng khi dugc trat hét voi dong chi.”

Noi r0i, anh bit tay Don Camillo mot cach that long, roi
quay nguoi budc di.

“Lay Chua,” Don Camillo 1am bam, “ngudi muc tir cach
mang phai c6 nhiém vy dua nhiing con chién lac tré lai
voi dan DPang.”

“Khong phai thé dau,” mot giong nodi tra 1o1. “Do 1a viée
cua... dong chi Quy!”

Nhung c6 1& d6 khong phai 1a tiéng Chuia, ma 1a tiéng gi6
ha rit qua nhimg canh dong hoang Siberi. Don Camillo
khong kip suy xét thém vi Peppone di xuat hién, dung
chan ngay trudc mat.

“Sao cau khong ra ngoai tro chuyén vdi tui to1,” Peppone
gat, “ma ctr ngoi li ¢ day, nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 thé ha?”
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“Dong chi,” Don Camillo dap véi vé mat nghiém tuc,
“mot t0 truong Pang thi c6 ca nui viéc phai [am néu
muon xung dang voi trach nhiém chinh tri cia minh.”

Peppone nhin éng day nghi ngd, rdi nhun vai. Du ké thu
c6 ma méinh dén dau, thi... nhdt trong mot toa tau gitra
long nudc Nga X6 Viét thé nay, hin cling chang thé lam
duoc chuyén gi ghé gdbm cho cam.
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GIUA HAM RANG PIA NGUC

)

Hoém d6 1a ngay dai thang cua Peppone! Ho vira tham
quan mot nha may san xuit may kéo, mot hop tac xa
kolkhos, roi ngéi tau sudt hai muoi tiéng dong hod xuyén
qua mot vung dét rong vo tn, mau m& va dugc canh tac
ky luong. Nhing diéu 4y mang lai cho doan khach cai
nhin so b vé tiém ning ndéng nghiép va hiéu sut cong
nghi¢p cua Lién X6 — nhung chua du giay choang ngop.
Tréi lai, mQt loat “tai nan dang tiéc” xay ra trude do lai
v tinh nghiéng can can vé phia phuong Tay. Thé nhung,
hdém nay — Peppone nghi — tat ca hoai nghi va ng nhan
s€ bi quét sach. Cai nhin phuong Tay roi s€ bi nghién nat
dén khong con manh moi.



Giovanni Guareschi | 207

Chiéc xe buyt hién dai, sang trong ma ho dang ngdi bing
qua nhitng dai 16 thénh thang & Moscow hoan toan khac
xa voi cai xe ca tang lac lu gitta bun lay Ukraine trudc
d6. Va quanh ho gio' day khong phai 1a may tap 1éu tranh
ma la nhitng tda nha choc troi sung sting. Don Camillo —
ké dai dién nguy trang cua quan diém phwong Tay — lic
nay lang thinh, chua thét duoc 10i.

“Pimg dé né 1am ddng chi nhuyt chi,” Peppone thi tham
vao tai 6ng. “Ngay ca nhiing gi mat dong chi thiy ciing
chi 1a 40 anh do tuyén truyén tao ra thoi. Néu cin van
dong mot chuat, déng chi c6 thé di bd quanh Kremlin —
chi ¢6 ba dam chu vi.”

Cau do thyc ra la Peppone lap lai nguyén van s6 liéu do
dong chi Nadia Petrovna cung céap, nhung trong giong
hin day tu hao, nhu thé chinh tay hin xdy nén ca thanh
phb Moscow nay vay.

Con dong chi Yenka Oregov thi khoi noi — nhimng 10i
tram trd kham phuc cta phai doan khién han xtc dong
dén phét run. Han khong phai loai quan chirc cing nhic,
v0 cam — ma la mot cong chuc X6 Viét mau muc, véi
murc lwong mot ngan rap modi thang nhung lam viéc voi
nhiét huyet dang gid muoi ngan. Han tin mot cach man
nguyén rang minh tuy nho bé nhung la mot mat xich
thiét yéu trong cd may khong 16 ciia Nha nudc Cong san.
“Phai c6 mdt tram kopek méi thanh mot rup, va mot
ngan 1an mot ngan rap méi thanh triéu rap. Khong cé toi
— khong c6 kopek — thi ciing khong c6 triéu nao ca.” Han
nghi vay, va thuc ra... nghi vay cling khong hoan toan vo
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1y. Vi chi can dau tu mot dong xu, han da c6 cam giac
minh dang gbp strc lam nén tri¢u triéu.

Thay doan da no mit v6i nhimg ky quan Moscow, dong
chi Oregov kh€ gat dau ra hi¢u cho dong chi Petrovna
théng béo:

“Pong chi Oregov ndi rang co 1€ cac dong chi muon gian
gan cot mot chut,” cd tuyén bo. “Khach san chi cach day
vai tram thudc, dong chi d€ nghi moi nguoi di bd ve.”

Ca nhém budc xudng xe gilta mot quang truong trang 1¢.
Nhu thé chot nhé ra chi tiét nho, dong chi Oregov quay
ngodt va din ca doan vao mot tda nha nho cé thang
cudn. Va thé 13, ho bi cudn xudng tan long dat.

“Cac dong chi,” Petrovna n6i khi ho dén tang day, “day
1a tau dién ngam!”

Tau dién ngdm ndi tiéng ctia Moscow dung 13 vi dai theo
kiéu Babylon. Chd nao ciing trang tri — tugng dong,
tugng da cam thach, phu diéu, tranh v€, kinh sing
lodng... Duong nhu ca tham trai san ciing c6 thé dugc
lam bang... 16ng chon. Peppone va dong bon siing so dén
nghet tha, con Oregov thi rang r& han hoan. Nguoi dau
tién 1én tiéng 12 dong chi Scamoggia.

“Pong chi,” han thi thAm vé&i Petrovna, “ngoai dong chi
ra thi day la thir dep nhat to1 tirng thay ¢ Lién X6!”

Petrovna bat ngd nhung 1y lai phong d6 rat nhanh:
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“Ddng chi, cong trinh vi dai nay cua nghé thuat va cong
nghi¢p X0 Viéet khong phai dé dem ra dua cot.”

“Nhung t6i dau c6 dua,” Scamoggia dap, mat van
nghiém tac.

Giong han thanh that dén muc Petrovna trong thoang
choc quén ca phong théi chinh uy — va mim cuoi... mét
nu cudi mang hoi hudng tu ban.

Trong lic 4y, Peppone huych khuyu tay vao Don
Camillo.

“Pong chi,” han nodi, cuoi khé, “li€u 6ng cha ma ta cun
b b 9 v
quen bi€t s€ nodi gi néu thay canh nay?”

Tau dién ngam bat dau dong nguoi — dan 6ng va phu nir
mac quan 4o x0c x¢ch nhu thuong, va nét mat thi xam
xit nhu moi ngay.

“Toi biét ong ay s€ ndi gi,” Don Camillo trd 101. “Ong ay
s€ noi: “Tot hon 1a d&n miéng thit bo trén cai bat sanh con
hon gam cu hanh trén dia vang.””

“Chu nghia duy vat cdp thap!” Peppone lic dau phan.
Nhung trong dau han thi... miéng thit bo van dang xi xéo
khoi.

Do 1a vao thoi ky n01 tiéng goi la “tan bang”, va chinh
phu Lién X6 da quyét dinh bd tri noi & cho doan khach
qudc té tai khach san sang trong bac nhat. Toa nha nay
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nguy nga ching khac gi hé théng tau dién ngdm, v6i hon
mot ngan phong, nhiing sanh ti€p tan trang 1€ va thang
may dat & moi goc.

Sau bira trua, Don Camillo ngdi xudng mot chiéc ghé
banh trong sanh lon, quan sat dong nguoi qua lai. Bu
moi sic dan va mau da: den, nau, vang va tat ca cac sic
do cua trang dudng nhu tir khap moi ngdc ngéach trén
thé g101 d6 vé, ai nay noi thir tiéng riéng ciia minh nhu
mot cai cho Babel.

Chang bao lau sau, Peppone — lic nao cling canh giac
nhu thé dang theo doi mot tén ndi gian — tién dén ngodi
xuong canh 6ng.

“Giéng nhu thap Babel that,” Don Camillo nhan xét.

“Dung 1a vay,” Peppone git dau. “Nhung tuy ho néi du
thir tiéng, ho lai hiéu nhau dugc. D6 14 sitc manh ciia chii
nghia Cong san. Dong chi c6 dé y dam dong sang nay
x&p hang dai cho vao viéng ling Lenin khong? Chinh vi
6ng ay da mang anh sang vao noi tim t6i, nén con ngudi
tir khap noi dén day dé to long ton kinh.”

Don Camillo cham chu nhin Peppone.

“Pong chi, khi con 1am chu tich xa, anh dau co6 biét may
chuyén nay.”

“T6i biét chr,” Peppone noi. “Biét rat rd — chi 13 toi chua
y thirc dugc théi. Sau nay, khi suy nghi lai, t61 m&i hé
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théng hoa duoc tu tuong ctia minh. Gidng nhu thoi Chaa
Gié-su duoc ton sung vay thoi. Nhung néu khi d6 1a mé
tin troi con nguoi lai voi nhau, thi bay gio la 1y tri. Sy
that luon ton tai, nhung phai nho Lenin d6t 1én ngon
dubc dé con nguoi nhin thay nd. Vi vay, ai dén Moscow
cling mudn nhat 13 duoc vao viéng ling ong.”

“Nhung... hinh nhu con ai khac nam trong d6 nira, phai
khong?” Don Camillo hoi.

“Co6 ma cling nhu khong,” Peppone dap. “Du sao thi
nguoi ta dén la dé thay Lenin. Pong chi s€ c6 dip nhin
tan mat thoi.”

“Khéng,” Don Camillo lic dau. “Téi khong c6 no an
nghia gi phai trd c4. Toi khong chay theo mot, va véi toi,
Chua Ki-t6 van la anh sang that sy duy nhat.”

“Nhung dong chi co trach nhiém, vé&i tu cach 13 t6
truong t6 Dang.”

“Nhung trach nhi¢m linh muc cta t6i thi phai dat 1én trén
hét,” Don Camillo dap. Ong rat mot tam buu thi€p tur thi
ao ra, dat 1én ban canh do va bat dau viét.

“Lai dinh gio tro gi nira diy?” Peppone cau may.
“Khong dugc viét cho mot ngudi ban ma dia chi ngau

nhién lai 12 Quang truong Giam muc sao?” Don Camillo
trd 101, giong vo toi.
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“Chi trur viéc khong ai c6 dia chi d6 ngoai chinh... duc
Giam muc!”

Don Camillo chia tim buu thiép cho hin xem.

“Chinh vi thé t6i méi viét 1a ‘Guri 6ng So-va-so’, tring
hop thay lai 1a tén riéng cta dic cha.”

Peppone trirmg mat nhin buu thiép réi day lai cho 6ng.
“T6i khong can thiép vao chuyén ca nhan ctia dong chi.”

“Du vay,” Don Camillo n6i nhe nhang, “néu t6i la dong
chi, t61 s€ ky tén minh vao cudi tam thi¢p.”
“Pong chi dién a?”

“Nh@ dau... Chiia Ki-t6 lai quay lai lam ‘mot’ thi sa0?”
Don Camillo néi, nira dua nira that.

Peppone danh cam buu thiép 1én, ky xoet mot chit & goc
dudi.
“Pung hiéu 1am,” han néi dan timg chir. “Chi vi duc

Gidm muc tinh co¢ lai 1a mgt nguoi rat dang mén!”

Don Camillo dung day, ung dung budc g’l‘én hom thu gén
trén cOt 16n trong sanh va bo buu thiép vao. Khi dng
quay lai thi ca nhém da tap trung dong du.
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“Nhu cac dong chi yéu cau,” dong chi Nadia Petrovna
tuyén bo, “chung ta s€ di vieng lang Lenin.”

Don Camillo buéc theo doan, nhung vira dén cira thi 6ng
bat ngd vap chan, treo mat ca. Néu Peppone khong kip
do tay, 6ng da nga song soai trén san.

“Chung t6i s€ cho goi bac si cua khach san,” Petrovna
no6i. “Hy vong khong nghiém trong, nhung tot nhat dong
chi nén ¢ lai nghi ngoi.”

Don Camillo to vé thit vong dén mutrc déng chi Oregov
cam thay can phai an ui 6ng:

“Lan khac dong chi s€¢ dugc di, khong sao dau,” han noi
day cam thong.

Thé 1a Don Camillo 1ét vé lai ghé banh. Ong xoa mit ca
mot cai, va ngay lap tirc nd lanh lai. V&1 mot céi thd dai
nhe nhdm, ong rat tir thi ra cudn Tuyén tdp Lenin cdi
trang thanh sdch nguyén, 1t trang tiép theo. ..

Nira tiéng troi qua, Don Camillo chim sau vao dong suy
nghi dén no1 quén béng rang minh dang 1a dong chi
Tarocci. Chinh vao luc d6, mdt giong ndi vang lén:

“Cha o1!”

Don Camillo ngéng 1én, roi tu da vao long minh vi sy bat
can. Nhung da mudn dé che giau. Trén chiéc ghé bén
canh — trude do 1a cho Peppone ngdi — gio 1a mot nguoi
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dan ong gay, toc den, trac bén muoi lim. Don Camillo
nhén ra anh ta ngay, va khong kiém dugc, budt miéng
goi tén:

“Comassi!”

Nguoi kia vAn cdm t& Pravda mé ra, nghiéng ngudi vé
phia Don Camillo nhu thé dang dich mot bai bao trang
nhat cho 6ng nghe.

“T6i1 nhan ra cha ngay tur cai nhin dau tién,” anh néi nho,
“du cha khong mac 4o chung.”

“T61 mudn xem Moscow,” Don Camillo dép, “nhung
phai an méc cho phu hop hoan canh.”

“Y cha Ia... cha van con 1a linh myc a?” nguoi kia 1am
bam.

“Con thi t6i la gi nira?”
“Biét bao nguoi da doi bén...”

“Long trung thanh cta toi khong phai loai co thé dbi
duogc... Con anh, sao lai ¢ day?”

“Téi di cing nhom dong chi tu’ Prague. T6i dang song
bén d6. Ngay mai tui toi vé rdi.’

“Va toi doan 1a anh s& bao cdo rang t6i 13 gian diép cua
Vatican.”
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“Don Camillo, cha biét t6i khong phai loai ngudi do
\ '9’

ma:

*kk

Gia dinh Comassi von 1a mot gia dinh Cong gido ngoan
dao & Castelletto — chi c¢6 cau at Athos la sa ngd. Cau
chuyén cta anh ciing giéng v6i nhiéu ngudi cing thoi.
Ngay 8 thang 9 ndm 1943, khi Badoglio ky hi¢p dinh
dinh chién v&i phe Pong Minh, Athos bé dong phuc
linh, tim duong tré vé nha. Khi sau d6 duoc goi tai ngii
cho chinh quyén phat xit tam thoi ciia Mussolini, anh
trén 1én nui.

Mii dén thang 4 nim 1945 anh méi 16 dién, khi Iyc
luong khang chién xut hién tr¢ lai — cing vdi rat nhiéu

chlen sT phit chot” moc rau tua tua dé trong co veé tung
nam gai ném mat tir lau. Luc ay, Athos Comassi that
khan do, 1am chi huy, phu trach ‘chién dich dia phuong”
— ma chu yéu 13 ép cac dia chu “dong gop” tai chinh tuy
theo dién tich rudng dat. Ca ¢dm bay nhu mua, va nhiéu
dia chu thoat chét 1a may.
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B4 tudc Mossoni — da 75 tudi — sdng ciing ngudi vo 70,
mot ¢6 hau gai va mot con chd nho trong biét thu giita
canh dong. Mot sang, ngudi ta dién dem sita t6i thi
khong ai ra mé ctra. Anh ta vao trong va thiy cin nha
tréng tron. Chi c6 con ché dimg i trong goc khong chiu
101 di. Goi thém vai nguoi hang x6m, ho phat hién con
ché dang dung gac bén miéng giéng cb trong nha. Dudi
d6 1a thi thé cta bé tudc, ba tudc phu nhan va cd hau gai.

C6 vé nhu trdm dot nhap dém trudce, cay két sat giau sau
btrc tranh 16n & lau hai, roi giét sach nguoi trong nha.

Hang chuc ngudi di thdy Comassi roi lang ciing mot
nhom ba thanh nién cuc suc va mot ké la mat — ro 1a tha
linh — trén mot chiéc xe hoi. C6 nguoi thiy xe chay vao
16i vao nha Mossoni. Ba thanh nién dting canh, con
Comassi va tén kia vao trong. Hai muoi phit sau, tit ca
ro1 di.

Thoi d6 loan lac, khong ai ddm lam chirng. Ba nam sau,
vu viéc chim xuéng. Nhung dén bau cir nam 1948, mot
loat ap-phich dan khip lang phanh phui toan bg su that
va td céo loai ngudi ma phe Po mudn dua 1én cam
quyén. Ba thanh nién kia chimg minh dwgc ring ho
khong budc chan vao nha va “khong hé biét danh tinh ké
la mat”. Con Comassi thi lai mot 1an nita... bién mét.

Cho gién gio — gidy phut Don Camillo bat ngd thiy anh
ta ngd1 ngay bén canh.

*k*k
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“O Prague anh lam gi?” Don Camillo hoi.

“Ho bao t6i c6 giong tdt, nén toi doc tin tirc bang tiéng Y
trén radio.”

“Céi viéc ban thiu éy,” Don Camillo buéng mét cau.
“Gia dinh anh c6 biét khong?”

“Khong. Nhung t6i muon ho nghe thay giong t6i — dé
biét rang toi van con song

“Ho biét ciing chang vui gi dau. Tt hon 1 ¢t nghi anh
da chét.”

“Nhung t6i mudn ho biét,” Comassi ciing dau. “Po 1a 1y
do to1 tim cach noi chuyén véi cha. Co 1€ Chta da sap
dat cho t61 co hoi nay.”

“Chua a! Gio méi nhd dén Ngai sao? Khi anh séat hai
may nguoi gia vo to1 ay, Ngai ¢ dau trong dau 6c anh?”

Comassi c6 vé nhu sdp noéi gi do, nhung ro1 nuot lai.

“T6i hiéu. Cha»khf)ng,thé tin t61. Nhung cha 1a linh muc
— cha khong thé tir choi nghe xung t61.”

Sanh khach san lic 4y 6n o dén muc tuong nhu dia
nguc — du sic da, du ngdn ngir, nhén nhao hdn loan.
Nhung chinh tai noi 4y, ¢6 1& Chaa hién dién rd rang hon
bao gio hét. Loi Ngai vang trong tai Don Camillo: “Hay
g6 cira, va cira sé mo...” Ong 1am dau thanh gia —
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Comassi cling lam theo, tur tdn, than trong, 4n minh sau
to Pravda gio ra nhu mgt tam man che.

“Lay Chua tir bi v6 tan, day 1a ké tdi nhan xtc pham dén
Ngai... dang khi€ém nhuong van xin dugc tha thu... Xin
dimg xua dudi... dimg khinh ché mot tim 10ng thong héi
an nan... Cor contritum et humiliatum non despicies...”
Don Camillo kh& nhic 1oi nguyén, va Comassi ldp lai
gan nhu thi thim — nhung that 1ong. Roi anh thii nhan,
mat van dan vao trang bao:

“Chung t61 vao, di sing ham doa. Ban dau ho khong
chiu noi cho glau tlen cudi cung danh khai. Gi chi huy
béo t6i 1én tang 1y tién trong két, hin s& tréng chung ho.
Khi t61 quay lai, chi con mmh han. Han cam tién va ndi

s€ nop ‘cho Sy Nghiép’...

“...Trudc ky bau ctr, khi ap-phich lan ra khap noi, ho
giup toi tron...”

“Tai sao anh khong kéu oan?”
“Khéng thé. Han 1a cép trén trong Pang...”
“Sao gio anh khong ra mat?”

“Khong thé. Gio con nguy hiém hon xua. Ca Pang sé
dinh 1iu. T6i noi ra, ho s€ thu tiéu t61.”

“Nhung tén han 1a gi?”
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Don Camillo nghe tén d6 ma chét sitng — mot cai tén
hién 1én day ray trén bao chi.

“Khong ai duoc biét t6i ké gi. Nhung t6i mubn cha me
t61 biét rang t6i khong phai 13 ké sat nhan. Va t6i mudn
ho nghe dai — khong vi ndi dung, chi dé nghe giong toi.
Nhu vy t6i con cam thdy minh dang song, khong phai
mot ké chét dang kéu giita sa mac...”

Anh 1én dua cho Don Camillo mét phong bi niém kin.

“Trong nay la toan bd cau chuyén c6 chir ky t61. Dung
m¢ ra — nhung cha ¢ the noi V0'1 ngudi d6 rang cha
dang giir n6, va toi mubn vé nha..

Comassi xanh xao, giong run ray.
“Ego te absolvo...” —Don Camillo cat 101 xa giai.

Comassi nhu tim lai dugc binh an. Anh gép to bao, dua
cho Don Camillo.

“Cha giit lam ky niém. Chic cha chua timg nghe xung
t6i & chd nao ky la nhu thé nay... Con chuyén birc thu —
quén di. L& ra toi khong nén néi. That ra, ching con gi
ctru van duoc nira... t6i da di qua xa dé quay dau.”

“Dung chac thé, ddng chi,” Don Camillo néi. “Chua van
con mot tién dén & Prague. To chirc cia Ngai tot hon anh
tuong ddy. Con toi — toi s& lo dé cha me anh duoc nghe
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giong anh. Khong vi 101 anh n6i — chi dé biét anh con
song.”

Comassi ding day.

“Chua o1!” anh thot Ién. “Ai ma ngo lai nghe dugc nodi
vé Ngai — & mdt noi nhu thé nay?”

“Chua c6 tien don ¢ khap moi noi, dong chi a,” Don
Camillo dap. “Ngay ca & Moscow. T chirc cua Chua tuy
xua lam ro1, nhung van hoat dong.”
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CA PHE CUA PONG CHI NADIA

“Dong chi, to1 gap rac roi roi,” Scamoggia nai.

“Ai lam thi nguoi do chiu,” Don Camillo tra 161, khong
ngang dau.

“Nhung ric rbi nay khong phai cua t6i,” Scamoggia giai
thich, “ma 1a cta ngudi khic. Nhung da duoc chuyén
sang t61, va nhiém vu cua toi la chuyén tiép cho cép trén
tryc tiép cia minh. Sau d6 ddng chi s& bdo cho thi
truong, roi thu trudng bio cho cdp cao hon nira. D6
chang phai 1a thii tyc chinh thire dung quy trinh sao?”

74
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Don Camillo, dang mét Iir sau mot budi chiéu nao loan
nhu Babylon dudi sanh, da 1én phong nam vat ra givong.

“Néu chuyén nay 1a vi¢c chinh thirc,” 6ng vira ngoi day
vura noi, “thi dung vay. Ngoi xuong ké toi nghe di.”

Scamoggia nhdn vai.

“T6i ké cho dong chi nghe rdi dong chi tu quyét dinh
xem no6 cé chinh thirc khong,” han noi. “DPong chi biét
dong chi Gibetti cha?”

“Biét chir,” Don Camillo dép.

That ra 6ng chi biét nhiing gi da doc trong hd so cua
Peppone. Gibetti 1a ngudi ving Tuscany, bén muoi tudi,
ky su di¢n, tung 1a du kich quan, tu tuong viing vang,
nam chic duong 16i Pang. Don Camillo chua c6 dip
quan sat tryc tiép vi ciing nhu Li Friddi (nguoi Sicily) va
Curullu (nguoi Sardinia), Gibetti 1a loai nguoi kin tiéng,
chang bao gid dé 16 suy nghi.

“T6i quy anh ay,” Scamoggia néi. “Cting coi, giéng toi.
Trong chién khu, ting vao sinh ra tir khong mot 101 kéu

2

ca.
“T6i biét didu d6,” Don Camillo gt dau.

“Pdng chi c6 biét thoi chién anh 4y timg chién dau &
Nga, gan Stalino khong?”
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“Néu xét thanh tich sau nay cua anh 4y trong luc luong
khang chién, thi chuyén d6 khong nén bi xem 1a diém
tru.”

“Téi cling nghi vay, ddng chi 4. Nhung trong trudng hop
nay, e la nd co hé luy.”

“Sao thé?”

“Khi dy, anh 4y moi hai muoi ba. Du d3 duoc 1énh
nghiém cdm, nhung van néi himg ‘than thién véi dich’.
Va khi ‘dich’ 1a mgt cd gai Nga muodi bay tudi dep ruc ro
thi... dong chi ciing doan duoc rodi day. Ho di qua gisi
han. Ri quan minh rat lui, moi thur két thic.”

Don Camillo dang hai tay ra.

“Chuyén khong hay ho gi, nhung trong chién tranh thi
nhitng viéc nhu vay la kho tranh. O nudc nao ma chang
c6 nhitng c6 gai trot vudng vao linh ngoai quoce.”

“Pung,” Scamoggia thira nhan. “Nhung diéu hiém thiy
12 mot ngudi linh van nhé mai vé ¢ gai ‘dich’ sudt muoi
bay niam sau chién tranh. Ma d6 lai chinh 13 chuyén cua
Gibetti.”

Hén kéo mot hoi thude, rdi ké tiép:
“Anh ?iy ké hét cho toi nghe. Ban dau, anh dinh dua co

ay vé Y. Cho ¢6 mic quan phuc linh Y, nho dong doi
giap do, tinh duong rat lui. Nhung r61 don vi bi quan
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Nga vay. Vi so ¢b bi bt va xir tir, anh iy danh dua cho
co tat ca khau phan gom duoc, rdi bao trdn vao mot cin
isba bé hoang. Hen: néu ho thoat dugc, sé quay lai don.
Con néu bi giét hodc bét thi co hiy doi chién tranh két
thiic 1oi tim duong vé nha — c6 thé néi rang ‘bi nguoi Y
bat di’.”

“Tran chién kéo dai ba ngay. Cudi cing phia Nga phai
rat vi s¢ bi bao vay nguoc. Gibetti quay lai isba — thi cd
ay da khong con & d6 nira. Anh vé nudc ma hinh bong
cd géi cir &m anh. Sau hi¢p dinh dinh chién, anh 1én nui
tham gia khang chién — van chua quén. Hét chién tranh,
anh vao Pang — nhung diéu d6 ciing ching giup anh
quén duogc hay tim lai dugc ¢6 Ay. TAt ca nhitng gi anh
lam duoc 1a gui thu — nho bt ky dong chi nao c6 dip
sang Nga. Chang biét thu c6 duoc guri khong, hay c6 dén
dugc tay ngudi nhan hay khong — tom lai 1a anh chiang
bao gio nhan duogc hoi am.”

“Va r61, sau muo1 bay nam, cudi cung anh tim dugc cach
dén Nga — dung vao luc quan h¢ hai bén c6 phan diu
lai...”

“Ban dau, trong chuong trinh chinh thirc, ching t6i s&
ghé qua Stalino — c6 gai d6 hinh nhu song gan do.
Nhung gio lich thay doi, va anh ay khong biét phai lam
gi. B6 1a ly do anh tdm sy véi t6i. ‘Cau quen than véi
dong chi Nadia Petrovna ma,” anh ay noi. ‘Xem cé giup
dugc gi khong. Minh sin sang ¢ lai diy néu can — minh
lam bat cr diéu gi mién la tim dwoc cb ay.””
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“Tbi bao anh ay cir de t6i lo, ctr tin t6i. Roi t61 dén gap
dong chi Nadia. C6 a ay la nguoi o dau 6c tinh tio. Didu
dau tién cd Ay noi 1a phai diéu tra tinh hinh hién tai cta
cd gai. Toi dua tén va dia chi, va c¢6 Ay viét thu cho mot
nguodi ban dang gitr chirc quan trong ¢ Stalino.”

Scamoggia dimg lai, liy tir tGi 40 ra mot to gidy danh
may.

“Pay 1a hoi am,” han noi.
Don Camillo 14t t& gidy qua lai trong tay.

“Véi to1 thi to nay vO nghia,” ong noéi. “Toi dau biét
tieng Nga.”

“Pay, ban dich tiéng Y ctia dong chi Nadia,” Scamoggia
dua thém mot to nira.

L4 thu ngan gon. Noi rang mot don vi co gi6i ctia Hong
quan da tim thay c6 gai, mac ao khoac quan doi Y, trong
mot can isba gan chién tuyén. C6 khai rang nguoi Y da
dua c6 dén d6 sau khi ho rut khoi lang K., trai ¥ co,
nhung cudi ciing c¢6 da tron duge. Sau d6, co bi dua vé
lang, giao cho chinh quyén dia phuong, bi budc t6i cong
tac v6i dich va bi xir tir tai chod.

“Nhung t6i khong thé néi chuyén nay voi Gibetti,”
Scamoggia két luan. “Néu dong chi thay nén ndi, thi cur
nodi. Con néu khong — nhé 1a anh ay van khang khang doi
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¢ lai vi tin rang s€ tim ra c6 ay. Chuyén nay vuot qua suc
toi roi, toi Xin ria tay.”

N6i xong, hin budc ra khoi phong, dé lai Don Camillo
mot minh.

Lién X6 c6 thira ma quy, va mot tén trong sd d6 bt dau
kéo ta 4o chung cta Don Camillo — chiéc 40 ma 6ng van
mic trong tinh than, du hién tai dang cai trang. Quy thi
tham: “Tién 1én di, Don Camillo! Co hoi day roi — ha bé
Gibetti di!”

Nhung Don Camillo da vang n6 di. Ngay liic d6 Peppone
budc vao phong, va Don Camillo 13p tic tum lay tay
han.

“Du sao thi dong chi cung la cAp trén cua toi,” ong noi,
nhét tap glay vao tay han. “T6i giao lai vy ric rdi nho
nay cho dong chi xir 1y.”

R61 vi dong gidy to chua du dé noi rod sy tinh, 6ng ké lai
toan bo cau chuyén. Peppone quay nguoi, khoa ctra lai
ro1 hét 1én nhu bi chich dién:

“Luwc_lhwong tinh hoa! Muoi nguoi duge chon ky cang!
Va rdi sao? Rondella giy rdi tir ngay dau, phai cho vé
nudc. Scamoggia thi nhét nude hoa trong tii, dinh dong
vai Don Juan, Capece thi hoa ra tinh dich. Bacciga thi
buon lau chg den, Tavan thi thép nén cho mo anh trai.
Peratto bao chup anh cho bao Dang, nhung lai ban anh
cho bao tur ban — hin tudng toi khong biét chac? Toi biét
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hét! Va gio dén Gibetti — nguoi tudng chimng khong ché
vao dau duoc — ciing gbp phan 1am loan! Co phai khong
ai trong sd nay dén day vi Lién X6? Ai ciing c6 muc dich
riéng, gidu trong tay 40!”

“Dong chi khat khe qua rdi,” Don Camillo an ui.
“Curullu va Li Friddi van trang trong nhu tuyét dau mua
day cha.”

“Cap khuc gb ay a? Im lang khong phai vi dao dic, ma
vi s¢g va miéng!”

“Con dong chi quén mat Tarocci r6i!”

“Tarocci?” Peppone 1am bam. “La ai co?” Roi han suc
nhd, ding chong chan dang rdng, dua ngdn tay céi chi
thang vao mat Don Camillo.

“La 6ng!” han gao. “Ong ma khong can than 1a s& tién
t6i vé nudc trong... quan tai! Tir ngay gip lai 6ng &
Rome, doi t6i nhu dia nguc. Mdi lan 6ng md miéng 1a
tim t61 nhay 1on nhip, bao tir to1 16n ting pheéo. Dém to1
mo 4c mong, sang day é am ca ngudi.”

Han dung lai, lau mo hoi trén tran.

“Néu muc tiéu ctia o6ng la 1am t6i suy sup — thi 6ng dat
roi. To1 guc that r61.”

Don Camillo chua bao gio thiy Peppone xudng tinh than
dén vay — chua bao giod tudng tugng duoc han lai bé tac
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dén thé. Trong long 6ng dang 1én mot cam giac la:
thuong hai chan thanh.

“Chua 1 chimg nhan — t6i chua bao gid ¢6 y hai dong
chi,” 6ng noéi, giong chan thanh.

“Vay sao lai 161 t61 vao tro dong kich nay? Gio dau con
blic man sat nira. Ong thay roi d6 — ngudi tir khip noi
trén thé gidi van vao ra tu do. Ong c6 thé sang day nhu
mot khach du lich, mic thuong phuc, tu tic. Toi con san
10ng tra tién vé cho 6ng nita kia. Con kiéu nay — 6ng tuy
khong tiéu tién cla toi — nhung lam t6i kho nhu trau lin
banh. Va chua hét dau. Chic 6ng khodi chi vi duoc di
choi bang tién cua Lién X6?”

Don Camillo lic dau.

“T6i khong mubn nhin thay Lién X6 nhu mot khach du
lich. T6i mudn nhin né qua mét ctia dong chi. Xem mot
vo dién tir ghé khan gia khac han véi viéc dimg sau san
khau cing nhimng vai phu. Trir khi Pang da lam dong chi
1t han rdi, dong chi phai biét toi thanh that.”

Peppone dimg ddy, budc lai bén céi gia dé vali. Han bat
dau mo khoa nhung roi khung lai gitra chung.

“Ong 14y ca chai ruou brandy cia toi ludn rdi!” hin thot
1én. “T61 mudn biét tai sao 6ng nhat quyét tang nd cho
dong chi Oregov?”
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“Chang vi gi ca,” Don Camillo diém nhién. “Téi ciing
thiét nhu anh thoi, vi bay gio t6i phai chia phan rugu ctia
minh cho anh.”

Ong 16i tir ti ra mot chai khac. Sau khi néc mét ly day,
Peppone dudng nhu lay lai binh tinh va kha nang xu 1y
su viéc.

“Roi, by gid thi sa0?” Don Camillo lai gio hai to gidy
1€n. “DPong chi dinh gidi quyét vu nay thé nao?”

“Ong tu xir di,” Peppone git. “Téi khong mudn nghe gi
hét.”

Don Camillo 1ap tirc dén phong cua Gibetti. Khong vong
vo, ong di thang vao chuyén.

“Pong chi Scamoggia cé tin xau, nhung anh ay khong du
can dam dé noi, nén té1 dén thay.”

Gibetti bat day khoi giuong.

“Anh nén quén cd gai ay di,” Don Camillo néi. “Co ay
da 1ap gia dinh va ¢6 ndm dtra con.”

“Khéng thé nao!” Gibetti siing nguoi.
“Pong chi co biét tiéng Nga khong?” Don Camillo hoi.

“Khong.”



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 230

“Vay ma sao lai ‘giao luu’ véi ¢ ta sau dén the?”
“Chung toi... hi€u nhau khong can 101.”
“The con thu tu?”

“To1 biet viet tén c6 ay va tén lang, ro6i nhd nguoi day
viét cau: ‘T61 van nhd em. To6i s€ quay lai. Hay viét thu
cho t6i.” Co ay co dia chi cua t6i.”

Don Camillo 16i ban bao céo tiéng Nga ra khoi tai.

“Pay 1 bao céo tir qué co Ay. Pong chi ¢6 thé nho ai d6
dich — s€ thay t61 n6i diing ca.”

Gibetti nhin k¥ to gidy.
“Tén cb 4y va tén lang ding rdi,” anh ling 1& x4c nhan.

“Con phan con lai — cling dang nhu t6i da ké,” Don
Camillo tiép. “Néu khong tin, khi vé Y dong chi c6 thé
kiém chung.”

Gibetti gp to gidy lai, nhét vao tai. “Toi khong can kiém
ching gi ca. Toi tin 6ng. Lan toi ma toi lai mat dau vi
dan ba, toi chi ca‘in 161 to nay ra la khoi can thudc chira.”
Anh cuoi budn réi néi tiép: “Ddng chi biét ho so Dang
cua to1 ma. Tt ca nhitng gi t6i lam — t&t ¢, Xau 6 — deu
vi mudn sang duge nudc Nga, tim lai ¢6 4y. Gio thi... toi
phai séng sao day?”
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“Tiép tuc chién dau cho Ly tudéng.”

“Nhung 1y tudng cua t6i 1a Sonia, va gio cd ngudi khac
‘nam ly tudng’ ay ro1.”

Don Camillo nhun vai.

“Suy nghi cho ky, dong chi. Tdi noi véi anh véi tu cach
ban bé — khong phai Pang vién. Vi tu cach to trudng,
to1 hoan toan khong hay biét gi vé chuyén nay.”

“Con t6i,” Gibetti 1am bam, “thi biét qua 10... va dau
long.”

**kk

Tbi d6, ca nhom cung an tdi — trir Gibetti, néi 1a bi cam.
Pong chi Oregov rat vui vi chuwong trinh budi chiéu dién
ra suén sé¢. Pong chi Bacciga ngdi canh Don Camillo,
tham thi vao tai ong.

“Dong chi, to1 da chot dugc vu trao doi roi. Poi1 hét tien,
mua dugc cai khin choang 16ng khac ro61.”

“Nhung dong chi dinh lach hai quan thé nao?” Don
Camillo hoi. “Khoéng thé noéi khan choang 1ong chon la
‘do dung ca nhan’ dugc dau.”

“To61 s€ may n6 vao cd 4o khoac ngoai. Nhiéu 4o khoac
nam c6 long trang tri ma. A ma nay, bdo chi phan dong
bén minh sai bét nhu thuong 1€.”
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“T61 khong nghi ngo gi,” Don Camillo dap. “Nhung viéc
do lién quan gi?”

“Ong ndi ty gia chg den 1a hai muoi rap doi mdt d6. Toi
doi duoc... hai muoi sau!”

Vodka dang chuyén tay, khong khi mdi lac mot rom ra.

“Pong chi Tarocci,” Scamoggia noi, “rat tiéc déng chi
khong di cung tui toi. Viéng lang Lenin la trai nghiém
khong thé nao quén.”

“Chuan ludn,” Curullu phy hoa tir ban bén. “Thay noi an
nghi cudi cung cua Stalin — that xac dong vo cung.”

Viéc nhic dén Stalin khong han 1a diéu khon ngoan
trong mot bura tiéc chinh tri, va khong khi im lang bat
chgt bao trum. Don Camillo nhanh tri 1ap khoang trong.

“Tat nhién r61,” 6ng ndéi mot cach ngoai giao. “Tod1 nhd
lan viéng lang Napoleon ¢ Paris — cling thay an tuong.
Ma Napoleon thi chi 1a cha lun so vé1 Lenin.”

Nhung Curullu, nhd vodka tiép sirc, khong chiu bo chi
de.
“Stalin — d6 méi 1a vi nhan,” han noi u am.

“Pong chi noi phai,” Li Friddi gat gi. “Stalin 1a anh
hung kiét xuat cua Lién X06. Chinh Stalin da thang cudc
chién.”
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DPdng chi Curullu ndc thém mot ly vodka nita.

“Sang nay, trong hang nguoi cho Vleng lang, co may du
khach My. Miy ¢6 4n mic nhu sap di xem budi chiéu
som phim Marilyn Monroe. Ti thdy phét chan!”

“Dung qua roi, dong chi,” Li Friddi tan dong. “T6i ciing
buc nhu dong chi. Moscow nay dau phai Capri hay
Monte Carlo.”

“Néu Stalin con song, may dira ngoc do chang doi nao
dugc budc chan vao dat nudc nay. Stalin khién bon tu
ban phai khiép via run nguoi.”

Peppone thi dang ra suc danh lac huéng sy chu y cua
dong chi Oregov, véi sy hd trg tir dé)ng chi Nadia
Petrovna. Nhung dén mot luc, tai Oregov bong dung [én
va ong doi dugc phién dich lai may 101 dang trao do6i o
dau ban kia. Peppone liéc vé phia Don Camillo gti tin
hi¢u S.O.S.

“Céc dong chi,” Don Camillo nghiém trang 1én tiéng véi
hai déng chi ‘bat tri’, “khong ai phu nhan cong lao cua
Stalin. Nhung day khong phai Itc, ciing chang phai noi
dé ban vé ong ay.’

“Su that khong cho luc thich hgp,” Curullu phan bac.
“Ngay ca khi hom nay Lién X6 lén té1 mat trang, thi su
that van 1a: Pang di danh mit cam hing cach mang —
diéu ma 250 ngan chién si da ngd xudng dé bao vé.”
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“Chinh sach phai thich Gmg v6i hoan canh hién thoi,”
Don Camillo yéu 6t bién minh. “Cai dich méi 1a diéu
quan trong, khong phai phuong tién.”

“Nhung su that 1a Stalin dat dugc moi thar ma khong can
ro1 khoi Lién X6 mdt budc!” Curullu van khong nhugng
bo.

Don Camillo im ling, dé vodka tiép quan. Tung chut
mot, cac dong chi — trir Peppone — deu nga nghiéng trong

ndi hoai niém Stalin. Peppone ng01 cing do, quai ham
nghién chit, cho doi qua bom n.

Déng chi Oregov trao dbi gép gap voi Nadia Petrovna,
roi dot ngdt dimg bat day, déap tay 1én ban. Mit 6 ong sang
ryc nhu 1én con sdt, midt trang béch nhu to gidy. Mot
khoang lang déng bang can phong cho dén khi 6ng hét
16n, bang tieng Y lo 16 nhung 10 rang:

“Van tué Stalin!”

Ong nang ly, va moi nguoi nhét loat dung 1én ho theo.

“Van tug!”

Oregov ndc can ly, ca ban tiéc cling vay. Ro1 6ng ném
chiéc ly xudng san — ho cling lam y hét.

Nadia Petrovna tuyén bd ngay sau do:
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“Dong chi Oregov xin gui 101 chic ngd ngon dén cac
dong chi Y.”

Cudc tiéc vo tan trong im lang. Don Camillo va Peppone
la hai nguoi cudi cung ro1 khoi phong. Nadia Petrovna
chan ho lai ¢ ctra.

“Cac dong chi,” ¢6 néi, “t6i moi hai nguoi mot ly ca phé
nhé?”

C4 hai nhin cd, ngac nhién.

“T6i s€ pha ki€u Y,” c6 mim cudi. “Nha t6i chi cach day
mot doan.”

*k*x

Phia sau nhitng cung dién cb kinh va nhiing toa cao 6c¢
kiéu My¥ 14 khu lao dong cua thanh phé. Nadia Petrovna
song trén tang bdn ctia mot can nha cil, cau thang ndng
nic mui bap cai lugc va dau an. Can ho chi c0 mot
phong, v6i hai ghé di-vang, mot ban, bon cai ghé gd, mot
th 4o va mot chiéc ké dat radio. Manh cira tua rua, vai
chyp dén trang tri va tdm tham trai san khong gitip gi
nhiéu cho vé t6i tan ciia noi nay.

“Pay la dong chi toi ¢ cung,” co6 gidi thiu co6 gai vua
mo cua. Co gai trong 1on tudi hon, dam nguoi, dang dap
qué mua hon Nadia, nhung 10 rang la cung ‘mdt khuon’.
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“Co 4y la phién dich tiéng Phap, nhung ciing biét kha
kha tiéng Y,” Nadia giai thich thém.

Ca phé dang so6i sung suc trén 160 con nhé dat gitra ban.

“Tui t6i pha tai phong,” Nadia giai thich, “vi bép chung
nam bén kia hanh lang.” Mui ca phé thom ngét bat ngd
1am ca hai vi khach v6 cuiing hai long. Hai c¢6 géi to ra rat
vui sudng vi dugc khen.

“Hy vong cac dong chi dang co chuyén di thu vi tai dat
nude vi dai cua ching t61,” Nadia 1én tiéng sau man tan
thudng.

Peppone dang trong tdm trang phéq khich, bat dau thao
thao ké lai nhirg ky quan trong sué6t hanh trinh. Nhung
c6 ban cung phong cua Nadia ngat 1o1:

“M4y chuyén d6 ching toi biét ca roi. Noi cho chiing toi
nghe vé nudc Y di.”

“Cac dong chi,” Peppone noi, tay dang rong nhu dién
vién kich cam, “Y 1a mot dat nude nho bé, dang 18 co thé
rat dang séng... néu khong bi tui tu ban va gido si lam
nhiém doc.”

“Nhung ciing co6 tu do chtr, phai khong?” Nadia hoi.

“Bé ngoai thi ¢o ve ty do,” Peppone dap. “Nhung gido si
thi kiém soat kin dao moi thir. Ho c6 tai mét khip noi.
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Khi ching t6i vé nudc, ho s& biét tuong tan timg chi tiét
chuyén di.”

“That vay sao?” ¢6 ban kia hdi.

“Podng chi nén dé ong iy ké thi hon,” Peppone quay sang
Don Camillo.

“La sy that,” Don Camillo xac nhan. “Téi thé danh dy.”
“Khing khiép qua!” Nadia thot 1én. “Con doi séng cua
cong nhan binh thuong thi sao? Chang han nhu dong chi
Scamoggia?”

“Scamoggia khong phai cong nhén binh thuong,”
Peppone gidi thich. “Anh ay 1a thg mdy lanh nghe, co
xuong riéng, khach nuom nuop.”

“Thu nhap khoang bao nhi€u?” c6 ban hdi, té ra vo tinh.

“Néu tinh theo ti gia ba muoi lire d6i mot rip,” Peppone
nham nhanh, “thi tdm bay tram rap maot thang.”

Hai c6 gai trao d6i vai cau bang tiéng Nga, rdi Nadia tiép
loi:

“Nhung con sitc mua cta dong tién thi sao? Mot bo vest
hay mot doi giay nam gid bao nhiéu rap?”’
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“Con tuy chit luong,” Don Camillo xen vao. “Vest thi
dao dong tir bay tram dén modt ngan bon tram rap; gidy
thi khoang bay muoi dén ba tram nam muoi.”

“Con bo vest déng chi dang mac thi sao?” c6 ban hoi,
tay sO vao 16p vai sang trong ki€u thugng nghi si trén 4o
Peppone.

“Bon muoi ngan lire,” Peppone dap.

“Khoang mot ngan ba tram ndm muoi rup,” Don Camillo
tinh nhanh.

“Nhung quay lai chuyén Scamoggia,” Peppone tiép, “toi
nhan manh la trudong hop dac biét. Scamoggia...”

“Scamoggia! Lai Scamoggia!” c6 ban kia kéu Ién. “To1
sudt ngay nghe céi tén d6. C6 phai hin 1a nguoi da cu xir
t¢ hai ¢ kolkhos Tifiz? T6i khong hiéu tai sao mot ké
nhu vay van con trong Dang!”

“Han khong dén ndi ndo dau,” Peppone noi. “Pimng danh
gid con nguoi chi qua vé ngoai. Scamoggia 1a mot dong
chi thong minh va trung thanh vo1 Bang.”

“Co6 18 cha me anh ta khong gidc ngod, khong day do
ding céach,” cd ban cung phong nhén xét.

“Khong, gia dinh anh ta khong co van d& gi ca. Mudn
hiéu dugc Scamoggia thi phai hiéu dan 6ng Roma. Khi
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roi1 khoi nha, ho ra vé bat can doi, nhung hé vé dén nha
thi khong dam hé rang vi s¢ vo.”

“Vay Scamoggia s¢ vo a?” ¢6 kia hoi.

“Chua dau. Vi hin chua lay vo,” Peppone cudi phé 1én.
“Nhung mot khi cudi r6i thi s€ giong hét bon to1 thoi.”

Nadia Petrovna quay lai tham gia cudc tro chuyén véi
mot cdu hoi vé san luong cam quyt ciia Y, va Peppone
lap trc ban ra mot trang sé liéu thong ké day dic. Co6
cham cha ling nghe va nhat dinh rot thém cho ho mdi
ngudi mot tach ca phé nira. Sau do, ¢6 ngé y dua hai
ngudi vé khach san, nhung ho tir chdi, néi rang ty di
duoc.

Trén duong ve€, Peppone budng mot cau nhan xét:

“Hiém c6 phu ni Y nao dat dén muac do truéng thanh
chinh tri nhu dong chi Nadia Petrovna va ban c6 ay.”

“Anh thir tuong tuong mot ¢o gai Y ma lai quan tim dén
cong nghi¢p ndng va san luong trai cay ¢ Lién X6 xem?”
Don Camillo lanh lung néi, mat tinh bo.

“Khéng, t6i chiu,” Peppone dap. “Con gai Y chi chim
cham vao thing dang tan tinh minh. Cb ta s& lo kiém tra
xem anh chang c6 vo chua, gia dinh thé nao, luong bao
nhiéu, tiéng tim ra sao.”
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Peppone béng dung khung lai, nhu thé co tia nghi ngd
vut qua dau.

“Ong dinh néi 1a...”

“T6i chang 4m chi gi ca,” Don Camillo cit 10i. “Mot
thuong nghi st Cong san sang tin Moscow khong thé nao
12 mbi 1ai hén nhan duoc. Ong con khéi viée hé trong
hon viéc tim vo cho may tay dong chi doc than.”

“Chuan khoi chinh!” Peppone gam 1én, chang dé y chut
nao dén giong mia mai cia Don Camillo. “Téi ching
nghi gi dén may co gai dep, cling chang quan tAm gi dén
dan ba c6 chong, du vo toi cir khing khing bat toi mang
vé mot cai khin 16ng chon y nhu con hang x6m.”

Chu dé d6 rd rang 1a chd dau cua Peppone, va noi ra
duge nhu trat duge ganh nang. Luc 4y da muoi gio t0i,
mot con gio lanh quét qua nhiing con phé Vang Moscow
gior ddy trong nhu thi d6 ciia ndi budn Xo6-viét.
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LAN SONG AP CHOT
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Ho roi Moscow ra sin bay bang xe buyt tir sing tinh mo,
khi duong phd con ving hoe, chi co cac ¢d lao cong
dang lam vi¢c. Nhitng c6 gai tré va cac ba trung nién
dang phun nudc xudng mit duong, didu khién xe quét
rac co gidi, hodc cam chdi quét ndt nhimg gi may moc
b6 s6t. Don Camillo chi cho Peppone thdy nhiing ctr chi
tu nhién cta ho, nhu thé ho cam théy vinh du khi duogc
lam céng viéc von danh cho dan ong.
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“That 1a mdt canh tuong khién nguoi ta yén long,” ong
ket ludn, “va chac chi c6 thé nhin thay ¢ Lién bang X6
Viét.”

“To1 s€ con yén long hon,” Peppone 1am bam, “néu mot
ngay nao do ¢ qué nha ta ciling bat dugc dam linh muc di
lam viéc nay.”

Mot con gid bubt, nhu thoi thang tir vung bang nguyen
Siberia, 16ng 1ong lao qua cc con phd vang. Chi riéng &
quang truong Do rong 16n la né gdp phai “chudng ngai
vat” 1a con ngudi. Nhin thoang qua, nhitng déng gié rach
co ro kia trong nhu rac rudi dang chd nhan vién vé sinh
t61 don, nhung nhin k¥ hon thi d6 1a cac tin d6 — dang
ngdi co cum trén vali cua ho, xép hang cho t6i luot vao
laing viéng vi lanh ty. Ho 1a nhing néng dan tir
Uzbekistan, Georgia, Irkutsk va nhiing noi xa x61 khéc,
bi “tbng ra” khoi cac chuyén tau tir gitra dém dé kip hanh
trinh kinh viéng.

“Pong chi,” Don Camillo noi, “canh nay that khac xa cai
thoi nhitng anh mujik khén kho phai ngdi xe ngua dén
tan St. Petersburg va cim trai ca tuin trong cong vién chi
dé cho mot cai liéc mat cia Sa hoang va c6 vo ngudi
buc cua ong ta.”

“Lam no 1&, dén cti dau trudc mot bao chiia, thi khac
hoan toan véi mot cong dan tu do, dén kinh cén tudng
nhéd nguoi da giai phong minh,” Peppone dap lai, giong
day tur hao.
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“Va ciing c6 khoi nguoi dén dé... ki€ém tra xem Lenin
vo1 Stalin c¢6 that 1a chét roi chua.”

Peppone chi cuoi nhat, khong phan béc.

“Chi nghi dén chuyén: dém mai 13 t6i s& ddy ca dam cac
ong xudng san ga Milan 1 t6i lai phai cdu dui dé tu nhéc
minh day khéng phai mo. Ctr vui di, con dugc may tiéng
nira thoi...”

Cudc phiéu luu sap két thuc. Pung chin gid, mdy bay s&
tha ho Xuéng thanh phé S., noi doan s€ tham quan mot
nha may dong tau; sau do, ho sé tiép tuc 1én tau thay di
ba tiéng dong hd tdi thanh phd O. rdi lai chuyén sang
may bay khac dé bay toi Berlin. Chuyén di bang tau thay
la sang kién riéng ctia dong chi Oregov. Nao la may bay,
tau hoa, xe buyt, xe dién, tau dién ngdm — tat ca da gop
phan ching minh cho “tinh hiéu qua vén tai” ctia X0
Viét. Nhung thiéu mot chuyén di dudng bién thi van
chua tron ven. DPong chi Oregov di dé trinh phwong 4n
cubi ciing cua minh 1én cap trén va dang han hoan vi no
da duoc duyét.

Dung chin gi¢, may bay ha canh Xuong thanh phd S. San
bay nho, vira khit véi cai thi tran chang c6 gi ndi bat
ngoai mot nha may déng tau. Trong bén cang rong 16n,
dugc canh gic cAn mat va trang bi diy du cho moi loai
stra chita, c6 du loai tau bé neo dau. Pdng chi Bacciga
dén tir Genoa 1ap tirc thdy nhu dang & nha va dot nhién
tr& nén hoat ngon khac thuong. Trong s6 nhiing chiéc
tau di loai, c6 mot chiéc tau chd dau lap lanh son moi,
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va anh ta mé ta trong tai, hé théng may moc ciia n6 bang
thir ng6n nglt chuyén mon thanh thao dén mirc dong chi
Oregov cam thay su huong dan ctia minh hoan toan
khong can thiét. Ong lién dé lai nhom nguoi Y cho dong
chi Nadia Petrovna trong coi, con minh thi di trudce toi
xuong tau dé thu xép chi tiét chuyén tham quan.

Pong chi Bacciga ding 1a dang 1én dong. Cau hoi nao
anh ta cling dép trdi chay, thinh thoang con thot 1én:

“Nganh déng tau 1a nghé truyén thong cta dan Genoa
ching t6i, nhung may 6ng nay thiét dinh — t0i phai nga
mil bai phuc!”

Don Camillo, nhu thuong 1€, khQng dé 15 co hoi. Sau khi
nghe Bacciga 1ap lai cau d6 vai lan, 6ng néi:

“Ho dung la chuyén gia, va la tir doi tim hoanh nao roi
co. Nhin cai thuyén buém c6 kia kia! Pep nhu budc ra tir
mat ban khac thép thé ky mudi chin ay chu!”

Ca doan di theo Don Camillo doc theo bén cho dén khi
chiéc thuyén budm hién ra tron ven trong tam mat. N6
trong nhu mot mon do ¢ budc ra tir sach v, nhung
dugc phit mot 16p son va véc-ni méi tinh khién no sang
bong nhur vira xuat xuong.

“That cam dong khi thdy nguoi Nga ton trong tit ca
nhing gi go1 lai qua khir hao hung cua ho!” Don Camillo
tram tr6. “Pdong chi cac vi, con tau nay la bang chung
sdng cho mot truyén thong 1au doi va cao quy.” Roi sau
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vai phat ding lang ngdm nhin, 6ng quay sang BaCC|ga
“Pdng chi bic X€p a, dan ta lam nghé dong tau may tram
niam nay, ma mudn thiy mot con tau budm nhu vay ciing
phai l3n 16i sang tan X0 Viét!”

Déng chi Nadia Petrovna vira dugc mot cong nhan dia
phuong mach nho thong tin va bao lai véi giong hanh
dién:

“Tau mang tén Tovarisch, ding dé huan luyén hoc vién
hai quan.”

“Ba ngan tin,” dong chi Bacciga quay ngoit lai phia co.
“Tén ci la Cristoforo Colombo, trudc ting la tau huan
luyén cta Hai quan Y.”

Nadia d6 mat.

“Xin 16i dong chi,” ¢6 lap bap. Nhung vi vira nhin thay
dong chi Oregov cung mdt cdn bd cua xudng dang tién
vé phia ho, c6 lién rdo budc di don 1€nh.

Peppone kéo tay 40 Don Camillo, kéo dng ra mot goc.

“Ong khong thé ngam cai miéng ong lai sao?” han thi
tham. “Lan nay thi 6ng choi by that roi d6.”

“T61 dau c6 bay,” Don Camillo than nhién. “T6i nhan ra
con Cristoforo Colombo ngay tir dau. T6i con nhd cai
cam giac dau nhu cat tim ngay nguoi ta tich thu né voi
con Giulio Cesare nira kia.”
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Luc 4y Bacciga dang ding gan d6 va Peppone quay sang
trat gian vao anh ta.

“Sao khong im di cho r6i1?”

“Lam sao ma im duogc, Thu 1inh?” Bacciga ngo ngéc.
“T6i nhin ra n6 lién.”

“Mot dang vién trung kién phai biét ty kém ché may
loai... nhan biét nhu thé.”

“Té1 la dang vién trung kién, nhung dong thoi ciing 1a
dan boc xép chuyén nghiép, dung quén chuyén do,”
Bacciga dép lai khong chut sugng sung.

“Y anh la sao?”

“Nuédc nao ciing cb nude,” Bacciga noi, “nhung bién thi
khong gidng song. Nhin con Cristoforo Colombo nay ma
to1 ctr gid vo nhu dang nhin mot cai sa lan trén song Po
thi khong xong.”

“Thuy thu cta chién ham Potemkin dau c6 nhu vay!”
Peppone xia x0i.

“Ho 1a nguoi1 Nga. Con t61 1a dan Genoa.” Bacciga tinh
bo dap.

Pung mudi mot gid, sau khi dau ¢ da diy ap nhimg con
sO thong ké, doan nguoi Y két thic chuyén tham quan
xuong dong tau. Chiéc tau ma ho s€ lén chua ro1 bén
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trong mot tiéng nita, va trong khi ddng chi Nadia
Petrovna dua phén 16n nhém di dao thi tran, thi déng chi
Oregov, Peppone va Don Camillo ré vao mdt quan an
cia cong nhan dé... dudng than bang chut chét long
manh. Dong chi Oregov tranh thu viét ban tudng trinh
hoat dong trong ngay, trong khi hai 6ng con lai chuan bi
tinh than cho chuyén 1énh dénh sip toi.

Mot con gié bubt xwong va mdy day dic trén bau troi
nhu bao hi¢u mot con giong dang toi.

Quan an lup xup, t6i tim, ban thiu, nhung ruou vodka thi
hdo hang. Sau vong thtr hai, Peppone ghé sat thi tham
v6i Don Camillo:

“Toi lo bi say song. Con ong thi sao?”

“T61 thi khong,” Don Camillo tra 161. “Gido si ching t61
da 1énh dénh bao t6 subt gan hai ngan nim nay ma van
sdng sot dén gio.”

“Peé coi lac tau lac lu gitra bién ca 6ng con dua nodi nira
khong!” Peppone gam gtr.

Chang bao lau sau, con gié lanh budc nhiing ngudi con
lai cling phai chui vao trong. Trong ho chang cé vé gi la
vui vé, ma ngudi U & nhat van 1a dong chi Curullu. Sau
khi dugc mot ly vodka khai théng huyét mach, Curullu
bung nd:
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“Biét chiing t6i vira di ddu khong, ddng chi?” — han quay
sang Don Camillo hoi.

Don Camillo khép $6 tay Lenin lai, cho doi.

“Nha tho!” Curullu la 1én. “Va biét co chuyén gi dang
dién ra khong?”

Don Camillo nhun vai.

“Mot dam cu6i!” Curullu gao. “Pay du linh muc va may
trd ton gido v& van! Ma nhin c6 diu chu ré méi kinh —
chip tay, mim cuoi dic hanh nhu twong thanh sdng!
Pung 13 mudn 6i.”

“That ghé tom khi thdy canh d6 ¢ dat X6 Viét!” dong chi
Li Friddi phy hoa. “Cir twong nhu dang lac vé mot lang
nho ¢ Sicilia thé ky trudce!”

Tat ca quay sang Don Camillo, cho doi phan ung. Va
ong khong dé ho that vong.

“Céc ddng chi, hién phap X6 Viét cho phép mdi cong
dan duoc tuy do theo ton gido cuia minh. Mién 13 linh muc
khong truyén dao cho tré dudi mudi tim tudi thi ho duge
tur do hanh nghé. Vay thoi. May chuyén dan 4p ton gido
toan 1 tro tuyén truyén ciia Vatican.”

Luc nay, dong chi Oregov bét dau ling nghe, va véi su
tro gitp cua Nadia Petrovna, ng theo sat cudc doi thoai.
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Don Camillo liéc vé phia Oregov chd tin hiéu, va qua
nhién nhan dugc sy dong thuan ngay lap tuc.

“Dong chi Oregov xac nhan diéu d6,” Petrovna néi.
“Hién phap diéu 24 dugc thuc hién nghiém tuc. Hoi
ddng Chinh thong gido va Hoi dong cac td chuc ton gido
dam bao quyén tu do luong tdm. Ho con giup nha thd
giai quyét cac van dé thuc té.”

“Thay chwa,” Don Camillo két luan. “Linh muc & day
khong lam loan nhu & qué ta. Ho chi lam dung nhiing gi

hién phap cho phép. Khac nhau mét troi mot vuc.”

“Nhung rot cude thi cling van 1a linh muc,” Li Friddi cau
nhau.

Don Camillo cu6i nhe.

“Trong dat nudc ménh moéng nay chi con lai hai muoi
sau ngan nha tho va ba muoi lam ngan linh myc théi.”

“Van 14 qué nhiéu!” Curullu cau nhau tiép.
“Nhung nh¢ nhé,” Don Camillo néi, “nam 1917 1a bdn
muoi sau ngan nha thd va nam muoi ngan linh myc. Bén

1945 chi con bén ngan nha thy va ndm ngan linh myc.”

“Co that vay khong?” Curullu nhin sang Oregov, nghi
ngo.

Sau mot vong phién dich, Petrovna gat dau:
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“Con s6 can ban la chinh x4c. Linh muc khong nhéan trg
cép tir nha nude, chi séng béng tién gido dan. Trong
chién tranh, Gido hoi Chinh théng ung ho 1ong yéu nudc.
Va Pang chi dung bién phap khong bao luc dé chdng mé
tin.”

Nhlmg vodka di lam Curullu noi ra diéu ma hin him
hyc bay lau.

“The néu tr ndm 1945 dén gio so linh muyc tang tr ndm
ngan 1én ba muoi 1am ngan thi goi 1a ‘chong mé tin” kiéu
gi vay?”

Petrovna hoi ludng Iy khi chuyén cau hoi. Oregov cui
dau nhu mang trong trach ning né. Roi ong chi budng
hai tay ra nhu muén néi: Panh vdy théi. Khong can
phién dich — cudc tranh luan két thic & do.

Oregov quay lai viét bao céo. Khong khi doi chu dé. Can
phong ddc khoi thudc. Don Camillo thay ngét ngat, lién
dirg day ra ngoai, Peppone di theo.

Gi6 da diu, c4 hai buéc chdm cham trén con pho vang.
Cudi cung Peppone thot 1én:

“Ba muoi lam ngan linh myc! Sau mdt cudc cach mang

"9

dam mau va ba muoi hai ndm hy sinh vi nhan dan!

“Pung noéng, déng chi,” Don Camillo db. “S6 lwong
khong déng lo. May linh muc Nga gi¢ toan can b nha
nude. Ho goi Gido hoang la ké thu hoa binh, con 6ng
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thuong phu Alexis thi bao Stalin 1a ‘ngudi Chta gui
dén’. bang co thé thu phuc dugc linh muc, nhung khong
thing dugc ton gido. Va ho cling thua ca ¢ mit trdn nong
dan 1an tu san. Sau bdn chuc nam d4u tranh, X6 Viét co
bom nguyén tu, co tau 1én Mat trang, co khoa hoc thay
mé tin, c6 quyén lyc siét ¢d dan va cac nude chu hau. Ho
glet muoi triéu néng dan dé tap thé hoa nong nghiép, xoa
sO giai cdp trung luu. Véy ma gi¢ dan van bo tién tai x4y
nha tho. Nong nghlep van kém thoi Nga hoang, nha
nude phai dé dan giir vai manh dat riéng ban ngoai cho.
Va mot tang 16p tu sdn mai lai hinh thanh. Pung gién,
ddng chi, nhung chinh ong — vdi bd vest xanh den cit
may k¥ ludng, hai déng lwong béo bo, tai khoan ngan
hang, du tinh mua xe — chinh 1a mét tu san méi nay no.
Ong dam chéi khong?”

“Tu san cai noi gi! Téi chi dinh mua chiéc xe cii thoi!”

“Khong phai mi lyc, ma 1a nguyén 1y,” Don Camillo lic
dau.

Peppone méc ra mot hop da, rat lay diéu xi ga kiéu
Tuscan. Don Camillo, da them thuong mui ay suot hai
ngay qua, thd dai thuon thuot:

“Pay. Tu san nhoi xi ga, con dan den nhai khoai.”

Peppone buc minh bé doi diéu xi ga, chia mot nira cho
Don Camillo.
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“Ba muoi lam ngan linh muc chua du! Phai c6 thém 6ng
nira!” han lam bam.

Pung luc 4y, ho nghe thiy tiéng coi tau vang vong tir bén
cang.

Chiéc tau Partisan 12 mét con tau hién dai, nhe ma
manh, r& séng lao nhanh vé phia trudc. Gid dau tién cua
chuyén hanh trinh tréi qua that hoan hao. Nhung qu§/ dir
khong chiu dimg ngoai cudc: bau troi toi sam lai, gid bat
dau ndi 1én. Pé tranh nhimg con song khong 16 hat tau
vao bo d4, thuyén trudng cho tiu hudng ra xa bd tim
vung nudc yén hon. Nhung con bdo ngay cang dir doi,
va chang may chc con tau bat dau troi dat nguy hiém.
Mot thuy tha chay xudng phong khach va ném déng 4o
phao xuong san.

“Thuyén truéng bao mic 4o phao rdi 1én boong,” dong
chi Nadia Petrovna noi.

Trén boong, nhu thé dia nguc da mo ctra. Mua nhu trat
nudc tir troi xubng, va nhitng con séng hung han dap vao
than tau khong thuong tiéc. Troi den kit, gio ha dién
cuong Banh lai quay tit mu, hai chiéc thuyen ctru sinh bi
cuén mat. Moi anh mat do don vao thuyen truong dang
bam 14y lan can ciia budng lai. Ong biét moi nguoi dang
trong cho 6ng ctu nguy, nhung 6ng lang tranh anh nhin
d6 va chi tran tran nhin ra bién. Con tau con try dugc bao
lau nira? Mot con song khong 16 nang bong dudi tau lén
va ¢6 vé nhu miii tu sdp cim thing xuong bién. Song
tran qua boong, nhung khi con tau l4y lai thing bang,
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hanh khach kiém dém lai nguoi: vin da mat—Peppone
va doan cua 6ng ta, dong chi Oregov, dong chi Petrovna,
thuyén truéng va sau thanh vién thuy tha doan. Moi
ngudi biu viu vao bat cir thir gi ¢ thé. Ho song sot ky
diéu qua dot song dau tién. Nhung li¢u c6 qua dugc dot
tiép theo?

Tau truot doc suon mot con song nira 1ol roi xuéng long
chao bién. ROi lai troi 1én, nhung mdt 6 ctra s6 bi vo,
nudc bat dau tran vao khoang. Peppone tuyét vong quay
sang Don Camillo:

“Lay Chua, lam gi di chu!”
Don Camillo gom hét can dam.

“Lay Chua, con hanh phtic néu dugc chét trong phuc vu
Ngai.”

Quén bing minh dang ¢ dau va rang trir Peppone thi
khong ai biét minh 1a ai ngoai cai tén “dong chi
Tarocci,” 6ng bd mi, rit ra cdy but may giéu thanh gia
trong d6, gio cao trén dau moi nguodi. Ai ndy quy rap
dudi chan 6ng, ké ca dong chi Petrovna, thuyen truong
va thily tha doan. Chi c6 dong chi Oregov van doi mi,
bam lay lan can cau thang 1én budng 1i, nhin canh tuong
ay voi anh mit sing so.

“Lay Chiia,” Don Camillo cau nguyén, “xin thuong xot
nhting dra con bat hanh ctuia Ngai...”



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 254

Mot con séng lai tong vao tau, song khac de doa tran qua
boong.

“Ego vos absolvo a peccatis vestris, in nomine Patris et
Filii et Spiritus Sancti...”

[“Ta tha thir cho cac con khoi moi tgi I6i, nhan danh
Chua Cha, Chua Con va Chua Thanh Than...”]

Ong lam diu thanh gia trong khong khi mit mu giong
gid, va moi ngudi cling 1am dau, roi bo téi hon 1én thanh
gid. Mot ngon nude nira dap vao boong, nhung Thién
Chua di dinh rang ho sé& song sot. Ho dimg day, tran day
niém tin rang hiém hoa di qua.

Ai ciing dé y rang dong chi Oregov khong hé bo mil,
khong hé quy xudng, nhung dén luc ndy ho méi tham
nghi té1 hau qud. Oregov dung tro tro véi quai ham
nghién chit va anh mét ruc lra. Petrovna, thuyén truong
va cac thily thi déu bi anh nhin gian dir 4y lam lo ling.
Nhung cac dong chi Y thi chi mimg r& vi con song.

Con tau van con bj rung lic bai con bio, nhung cac thay
thi d ¢ thé van hanh may bom trong khi hanh khach di
vat kho quan 4o siing nudc. Thai do cia dong chi Oregov
nhanh chéng bj lang quén. Khi con bio dan diu xudng,
doi séng trén tau lai trd vé binh thuong. Hai gio sau, moi
ngudi da trd chuyén véi nhau nhu thé chang c6 gi xay ra.
Suy cho cung, ¢6 gi 13 qua bat thuong? Bién dong manh,
boong tau bi song danh tran, mot ctra s6 v&, hai thuyén
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ctru sinh bi cudn tréi—nhitng chuyén van thuong xay ra
trong mot chuyén hai trinh.

Khong ai nghi dén ddng chi Oregov cho dén khi con tau
cap cang va dong chi Nadia Petrovna nhic dén tén 6ng.
Cau tau dd dugc tha va Peppone cuing nhém cia 6ng
dang chuan bj budc xudng thi dong chi Petrovna chin ho
lai.

“Chiing ta phai cho dong chi Oregov,” ¢d noi, giong run
run.

Ngay liic d6, thuyén truong budc tdi va dua cd xubng
boong tau. Mot lic sau, 6ng quay tr¢ lai cung cd, mim
cuodi va bat tay Don Camillo.

“Kak trevoga, tak do Bogo,” 6ng noi.

“Chiing ta c6 thé roi tau,” dong chi Petrovna giai thich.
“Khong may, mot trong nhitng con séng cudi cing da
cu6n dong chi Oregov ra bién. Pang da mat di mot ngudi
phuc vu tan tuy va trung thanh. Mot chién si diing cam
d ngd xudng.”

Khi ho dat chan 1én dat lién, Don Camillo lo léng nhin ra
bién, nhu thé trong doi bong ma cua Oregov hién 1én
gitra bau tro1 xam xit va nhitng con séng con dang cao.

“Cau xin Chiia tha thir ti 15i cho ong,” ong tham noi, c¢b
thuyet phuc chinh minh tin vao 161 ké cua thuyen truong.
Néu thuyén truéng da ghi vao nhat ky ring hai thuyén
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ctru sinh va déng chi Oregov dd bj mat tich trén bién, thi
con ly do gi d€ nghi ngo?

*kk

Chuyén bay dén Berlin bi hodn do béo. Trén chié’c‘ Xe
buyt chd ho ra san bay, Don Camillo ng6i d6i dién dong
chi Scamoggia.

“Theé nao, dong chi,” 6ng noi, “da dén luc chia tay. BDong
chi s€ ¢ lai sau khi ching t6i roi di.”
“Khong, toi s€ di cung cac dong chi,” Scamoggia dap.

“Pdng chi Petrovna khong thuyét phuc dugc dong chi ¢
lai a?”

“To1 tham chi con chua nhac dén chuyén ay. T6i cam
thady Pang Cong san Y van con can dén t61.”

“Rét tot, ddng chi! Mot chién si trung kién cta Pang
phai dat tinh yéu dudi nghia vu.”

Scamoggia thd dai va quay nhin ra cira s6. Chiéc xe
dimg lai ¢ cong san bay va moi nguodi xudng xe.
Petrovna va Peppone mang gidy to vao van phong. Vién
canh sat kiém tra xong chuyén danh sach tén cho phién
dich, ngudi bat dau goi timg nguoi.

“Pietro Bacciga...”
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Bacciga budc vao, ca Peppone 1dn Petrovna déu xac
nhén danh tinh. Sau d6 1a cac dong chi Capece, Gibetti,
Li Friddi va Peratto.

“Walter Rondella.”

Peppone quén khudy mét rang doéng chi Rondella di bi
giri tra vé Y tir som. Ong nhin 1én va thay ga thg hot toc
Napoli ma ho tung gap & kolkhos Tifiz dang tro trén
bude téi. Ong dd vo tinh xac nhan tén ngudi nay la
Rondella va Petrovna ciing gat dau dong thuan. Khi dén
lugt dong chi Tarocci, Peppone thoang mudn phu nhén.
Nhung y nghi tra diia 4y chua kip bén ré thi. ..

“Mudi ngudi vao, mudi nguoi ra,” nguoi phién dich noi,
trao lai giay to cho Peppone.

Trén duong ra may bay, Don Camillo hoi Petrovna y
nghia chinh xéc cua cau tiéng Nga ma thuyén trudéng da
noi khi ho roi tau.

“Ong ay dang tom tat nhimng gi da xdy ra trong con bio,”
co dap. “'Trong con hoan nan, con ngudi mdi nhd dén
Chua’.”

“Mot cau tuc ngir 16i thoi cua ngudi Nga,” Don Camillo
lam bam.

Khi cdc hanh khach buéc lén may bay, dong chi
Petrovna bat tay ting nguoi. Khi dén lugt ga tho hét toc
Napoli—ciling 1a mot nguoi ti nan tr Rumani—c6 suyt
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bat cudi. Nhung khi dbi mat voi Scamoggia, nu cudi ca
cd lap e tit ngdm.

Don Camillo 1a ngudi cudi cung budce 1én may bay.
“Tam biét,” 6ng noi.

“Hay cau nguyén cho t61, dong chi,” Petrovna thi tham,
nudc mat lan dai trén ma.

Mot lac lau sau khi may bay da roi khoi mat dét Don
Camillo van khong ngung nghi dén 4nh mit u sdu cua
6. Rdi 6ng nhin xudng ving dat bao la phu mu suong
bén dudi va nhé lai mot cau tiéng Nga ma ong ting ghi
trong so tay:

“Spasitjel mira, spasi Rossiul—Bdng Citu Thé, xin hdy
cuu lay nuoc Nga!”
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MOT CAU CHUYEN KHONG CO HOI KET

“Lay Buc Chua,” Don Camillo thua voi tugng chiu nan
trén ban tho, “dd hai tuan troi qua ké tir ngay con tro vé
lai noi than thudc nay, vdy ma ndi ray rat cir deo bam lay
con nhu chiéc 4o da u6t siing. Ma xin Ngudi hiéu cho,
d6 1a ndi ray rut chir khong phai s¢ héi. Con chang co gi
phai sg. Nhung con xau ho lim, nhu mot nguoi linh gia
quen danh trdn ngoai mat tran, bdng bi day vao vai ké
cdi trang, 1én Iut thAm nhap doanh trai dich chi dé lam
ndi tmg. Cay thanh gia gidu trong bat mdy, cudn kinh
nhat tung doi 16t sach “Trich dan Lenin’, rdi nhiing
Thanh 1& chui trude cai ban dau givdng—oi, nhuc thay!”
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“Dung dan vit ban than, Don Camillo,” Puc Chia tra 16i
béng giong hién tir. “Con ddu phai ké hén nhat nip sau
lung ngudi khac dé dam dao. Con chi mudn ctru giup ho
thoi ma. Néu mot ngudi sap chét khat, ma con budc phai
gian dbi dé dua nudc dén cho ho, con c¢6 nd tir chdi
khong? Long qua cam ctia ngudi linh Chua khong nam &
kiém hay guom, ma & long khiém ha. K¢ thu that sy cua
ho 1a sy kiéu ngao. Phuc cho ai hién lanh...”

“Lay birc Chua, nhung Nguoi dang ndi tir cdy Thanh
Gia von rang r& nhu ngai vang vinh quang. Nguoi da
chién thang trong tran chién cong khai, khong can khoac
4o ké khac hay deo mat na nhu con. Nguoi dau cdé mao
danh 1am quy dé ctru ngudi!”

“Don Camillo, con ¢6 nhé rang Con Thién Chua d3 ha
minh xuéng lam nguoi trdn, séng kiép ngudi, rdi chét
nhu mot tén td1 pham hen mon? Hay nhin k¥ Chua cua
con di, than thé rach nat, mio gai doi dau, mau chay
rong rong—do 1a vinh quang sao?”

“Lay Pirc Chuia, con nhin thdy Nguoi,” Don Camillo van
khang khang, “nhung con chi thdy 4anh sang thiéng liéng
tir hién té toi ‘thuong cua Ngudi. Con ‘Pdng chi Don
Camillo’ thi t8i tim dén muc chang le 161 duoc mot tia
sang nao, du chi la dom diém 1ap 1oe.”

Duc Chia mim cuoi.

“The con anh sang ma con da thap 1€n trong mat ba cu
nong dan ¢ Grevinec? Con ngon nén con cam trén nam
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mo vo danh cua nguoi linh tré, dé mot gia dinh noi xa
dugc yén 10ng, biét ring c6 ai d6 di nhd dén con ho?
Hay la dém bdo trén bién, luc nhitng ngudi dong hanh
ctia con kinh hoang tuéng chimg nhu tan sé. Khi con gio
thanh gid Ién va cau xin Ta tha t6i cho ho, ho ¢6 nhao
bang gi khong? Khong. Ho quy sup xudng, cb hon ldy
hinh tugng bé nhé do—mot cay thanh gid mini co tay
gap dugc! Chua bao gio con tu hoi sao ho lai lam thé 4?”

“Nhung... thua Cha,” Don Camillo 1i nhi, “néu 13 linh
muc nao khéc, ho cling s€ 1am nhu vay théi ma...”

“Con quén la chi co Peppone biét con 13 ai. Vi nhimng
nguoi kia, con van 1a ‘Dong chi Tarocci’. Vay sao ho lai
quy? Sao ho lai tin?”

Don Camillo dang tay, cimg nguoi ra vi bang hoang.
Mai dén luc nay 6ng mdéi nhén ra do 1a mot khoanh khac
qué doi ky diéu.

“Thay chua,” Pirc Chua néi, “ciing c6 chut anh sang toat
ra tur ‘Dong chi Don Camillo’ day chu.”

Trong suot hai tuan ké tir khi trd vé, Don Camillo di
gang sap xép lai nhitng ghi chép trong chuyén di cua
minh dé trinh 1én Puc Giam muc xem xét. Viéc nay
khong hé dé dang, boi du ngai Giam muc tudi cao va hay
quén, ngai lai c6 tiéu chudn khat khe dén dang so vé ngir
phap.
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Tir sau cai bit tay chia tay ¢ ga Milan, Don Camillo
chang hay tin gi vé Peppone. Nguoi tho hot toc gbe
Napoli thi bién mit ¢ Ty Berlin; dong chi Tavan, mang
theo ba nhanh Iuda, xuéng tau tai Verona, con Don
Camillo cung véi ddng chi Bacciga va dong chi Peratto
o1 tau ¢ Milan.

“Khéng di cung bon t6i thém doan vé Parma hay Reggio
Emilia 4?” Scamoggia héi. Nhung Don Camillo 1ay c6
c6 viéc khan & Milan. Ma thyc ra dung 13 nhu vay—ong
dé lai bd 4o 1&8 & do va dang néng long dugc mac lai.
Peppone lic 4y dém dau ngudi trong nhom, va ngay khi
Don Camillo vira budc xudng tau thi 6ng nghe thiy
Peppone h6 hén:

“Ttr gid chi con sau ta! Cam ldy tién ndy, mua sau chai
"’,

ruou. Ta mo1!

Tiéng cudi vang doi cua Peppone con lang vang bén tai
Don Camillo sudt may hoém, khién 6ng trin tro mai
khong hiéu vi sao han lai vui dén thé.

T6i ngay thar muoi bon ké tir luc vé nha, Peppone bat
than xuat hién dé giai thich 1y do. Don Camillo thoat dau
khong nhan ra ngudi ban cii. Lan cudi gip, Peppone van
con dién bo complet xanh ddm hai hang niit, so mi tring,
ca vat lua xam bong bay; vay ma gio ddy, hin ding do,
khoac 1én nguoi b d6 xXua cii: 40 nhung tim, quan nhau
nhi, mii kéo sup xuong gay, khin tay budc quanh cd, va
choang ngoai 14 chiéc 40 choang den bang len day nhu
nong dan chinh hiéu.
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Don Camillo nhin tran tran mot luc roi lac dau:

“Thiét tinh, ta ding 13 1am cam. Quén khudy mét rang
dai dién cua giai cép cong nhan thi & Rome phai khoéc
ao nghi si, con v& lang lai phai médc y chang 6ng thi
truong. Cai khé cua nguoi cach mang la phai song hai
kiép trong mot doi. Ngdi di chu?”

“To1 n(')i dung ciing dugc,” Peppone gam gir. “Toi to1 dé
tra no.” Han rat ra mot cAy nén va dit 1én ban viét cua
Don Camillo. “Cay nay la dé ta on Chua da ctru t6i khoi
chét dqudi.”

““Trong con nguy khdn, con ngudi nhé dén Chiia’—nhu
ong thuyén truong Nga di néi,” Don Camillo dép.
“Thuong thi sau con nguy khén, nguoi ta lai quén Chua.
Ta chiic ming tri nhé t6t ca ong.”

“Va cdy nay 1a d¢é cam on Chua da ctru t6i khoi mot linh
muyc nao d6 ma quy da sai dén hanh ha t61,” Peppone noi
tiép, giong ndo ne, r0i it ra mot cdy nén khong 16 dai ca
mét, to gin bang cai chum.

Ham dudi cua Don Camillo rét xudng gan cham cb o.
“Toi dat riéng day,” Peppone giai thich. “No to that,
nhung néu phai xing tim V01 su nguy hiém cua tay linh

muc kia thi t61 phai lam cay gp bén lan c& nay.”

“Ong tang boc ta qua roi,” Don Camillo dép. “Mot cha
xtr nha qué khong dang dugc luu tam nhu vay dau.”
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“Ciing c¢6 nhitg cha x& nha qué nguy hiém khong kém
gi Puc Gido hoang,” Peppone vic lai. Han ném 1én ban
mot goi do va ba 14 thu, roi noi: “Ngudi ta guri toi may
thir nay, nhd chuyén cho dong chi Tarocci. T6i khong
thich 1am cai viéc dua thu cho linh muc. Béo trude, 1an
sau toi s& dbt sach!”

Don Camillo m& goéi, thiy bén trong toan 1a anh. Mot
btrc thu viét bang nét chir quen thudc di kem.

“Chung la...” 6ng dinh noi.

“T61 khong xia vo viéce riéng cua cha dau,” Peppone ngat
loi.

“Nhung ching lién quan dén dong chi Tarocci, ma
cuong vi bi thu chi b bat budc t6i phai bao cao 1én cp
trén. Pay 14 anh ddng chi Peratto giri, bao t6i mudn lam
gi thi lam. Nhin xem, c6 buc chup cé hai ta dung hang
dau day nay. Khong to mo 4?”

Peppone giat 1ay tim anh, ngdm nghia roi nghién rang:

“Ong ma gid tro gi 1a 6ng chét voi t6i!”

“Dumg lo, Thuong nghi si. Pong chi Peratto con gii
thém mot b anh khac—phi chinh thtc—nho t6i dem
rao ban ma khong ti€t 16 tén. Bén bao chi tu ban ho tra
cao, con Pang thi keo kiét.”

“Cha dinh gid chiéu ban nhu vay a?”
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“Con tiy. Néu ching ta khong gitp anh ta tiéu thu, 1&
dau anh lai gri tam anh nao c6 mat t6i cho mot td bao
bang thi sao?”

Peppone 1}g6i phich xubng ghé, lau md hoéi. Trong lic
han 14t dong anh, Don Camillo doc 14 thu thu hai va
théng béo:

“Thu nay ctia dong chi Tavan. Anh 4y cam on ta vé 10i
khuyén, n6i me anh 4y nho d6 ma binh tam tro lai. Ba
nhanh lua di duoc trong va m01 ngay anh ay déu ra
tham. ‘Néu chang héo di,” anh viét, ‘em trai t6i nhu thé
lai chét thém mot 1an nita’. Anh éy gui 101 chao théan i
t6i dong chi Thugng nghi si.”

Peppone chi ur hir.
La thu thi ba rat ngén, c6 kém theo tién.

“Cua dong chi Gibetti,” Don Camillo noi. “Vé to1 nha,
anh 4y nay sinh nghi ngo vé noi dung buc thu tleng Nga
ké chuyén co gai anh tung yéu. Cubi cung, anh ay thué
ngudi dich va biét rang co ay da chet Anh ay gui to1 mot
ngan lire dé xin 1& cau hén cho c0 ay. Toi s& gln lai tién
va bao rang t6i s& dang 1& cho c6 4y mdi thang.”

Peppone dap tay xudng ban cai ram.

“Ai chét tiét da hé 16 cho miy ong kia biét cha 14 linh
muc ha?” han gam 1én. “T61 muodn biét cho ra 1€!”
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“Khong ai noi ca. Ho ty nhan ra théi.”
“Nhung lam sao ma nhan ra?”

“Cai d6 goi 1a giac ngd,” Don Camillo dap. “Ta khong
phai thg dién nén khong thé giai thich.”

Peppone lic dau.

“C6 khi do 15i t6i. Luc trén tau, ¢ khi toi budt miéng goi
chala ‘Cha’.”

“T61 khong nhé 6ng c6 lam vay.”

Peppone gio 1én mot buc dnh c6 Comrade Oregov ding
rd mon mot.

“Lan cudi t6i thdy hin,” hin néi, cai dau, “la khi con bio
da qua. Sao lai co thé c6 chuyén mot con song cudn hin
xubng bién? C6 chuyén gi xay ra trén boong sau khi tyi
t6i xudng dudi?”

“Chi c6 Chuta biét,” Don Camillo dap. “Va chi minh
Ngai hi€u vi sao hinh anh nguodi 2y cir 4m anh tam tri to1
hoai.”

Peppone thd dai thudn thuot ri dimg day.

“Pay la nhitng tam hinh t61 chon,” han noi.
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“Ddng y,” Don Camillo git dau. “Con mdy cdy nén thi
sao?”

Peppone nhln vai.

“Cay to thi dé ta on vi thoat khoi chét dudi,” hin 1am
bam.

“Ong noi cau do cho cay nho ma,” Don Camillo nhac.

“Cay nho thi dé ta on vi thoat khoi 6ng linh muc!”
Peppone hét 1én 161 bd di, chang budn chao tam biét.

Don Camillo sang nha tho. Khong gia nén nao du to cho
cdy nén khong 16 kia, nhung 6ng khéo 1éo dit duoc nod
vao mot binh ddng 16n. Khi da thap sang ca hai ciy trén
ban tho, 6ng noi:

“Lay Chiia, Peppone van nhé dén Ngai.”

“Va nhé cé con nita, néu Ta doan khong 1am,” Bic Chua
mim cuoi tra 1o1.

**k*k

Khi Buc Giam muc doc xong ban tuong trinh ctia Don
Camillo, ngai cho goi ong lén.

“Nao, gio thi ké hét cho ta nghe di,” ngai bao.
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Don Camillo ké mot mach trong may tiéng lién, khong ai
ngat 101. Khi két thuc, Buc Gidm muc kéu Ién:

“Khong thé tin dugc! Cai hoa ddng chi Tavan va Gibetti,
giai phong mot anh tho cao Napoli, ban Thanh Thé cho
ba cu nguoi Ba Lan, ga con gai ba Ay cho mét cyu binh
Y, rira toi cho sau dta chau, nghe xung toi va phuc hoi
tinh than cho chang ré, 1am 1& cau hdn giita nghia trang
bi lang quén, va ban phép giai t9i cho muoi tam ngudi
dang 1am nguy! Ma tat ca chi trong sau ngay, ngay gitra
lanh thé cta tén phan Chtia! Ta khé ma tin n6i!”

“Thua Buc ngai, ngoai 101 con con c6 anh va thu lam
bang ching. Con con ¢6 ca mot thugng nghi si lam nhan

chung nira.”

“M0ot thugng nghi si!” Pic Giam muyc rén 1én. “Vay thi
thiét hai khong sao ctru van duogc roi.”

Don Camillo ngo ngac.

“Con 01, con khong thdy 1a trong tinh hudng thé nay, ta
budc phai phong con lam duc 6ng sao?”

“Domine, non sum dignus...”[“Lay Chua, con khong
xung dang.”’] Don Camillo kh€ thi tham, mat ngudc nhin

[én troi.

Ptrc Giam muc lac dau.
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“Y nhu ta ndm xua. Nhung ching ai nghe dau. Xin Chaa
phu ho cho con!”

*kk

Subt thang sau do, Don Camillo dan géc lai cudc phiéu
lru noi dat Nga. Nhung mot budi sang no, khi budc ra
khoi nha thd, 6ng thdy thang Smilzo dang dan mot tam
ap phich 1én tudong gido xur. Don Camillo lang im quan
sat, va khi Smilzo tir thang budc xudng suyt dung phai
ong, thi bi chdn ngay:

“Pong chi, néu c6 ké nao doé x¢é cai ap phich con dinh ho
nay roi nhét vao hong cdu thi sao?”

“Thua cha, trén doi khong ai dam lam thé!” Smilzo cuoi
dap.

“Gia st c6 nguoi nhu vay, va nguoi ay dang ding trudc
mat cau thi sao?”

Don Camillo van nam chit ve 4o khoac rach twom cia
Smilzo, chua budng tay.

“0).... chuyén d6 thi... khac han,” Smilzo lip bap.
Don Camillo di giong, nhe nhang hon:
“Noi1 nghe coi: ta c6 bao gio dan ap phich 1én ‘Cung Van

hoa Nhan dan’ ciia may nguoi khong? Sao lai phai mang
may tro chinh tri dén day?”
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“Khong phai chinh tri dau, thua cha,” Smilzo giai thich.
“Pay la mot sy kién van hoa.”

Don Camillo van chua bubéng ve 4o, nhung nhin 1én, doc
thiy dong chit thong bao ring tbi mai Thuong nghi si
Giuseppe Bottazzi s& dién thuyét vé chuyén di Lién X6
vira roi. Sau phan néi chuyén s& 13 phan hoi — dap.

“Cau noi ding,” Don Camillo thd ve 4o ra. “Ro rang la
mot chuong trinh mang tinh hoc thuat. Vay ta c6 thé lay
vé ¢ dau?”

“Khong can vé, ai toi cling dugc,” Smilzo vira néi vira
chinh lai 4o0. “Va hoi gi cling dugc hét.”

“Ké ca to1 hoi?”

“Ca buc Gidm muc cting dugc,” Smilzo dap, giong de
dat. “Bon t61 muon gido duc gidi gido si ma!”

Smilzo d 1ui qua xa dé Don Camillo ¢6 thé tim iy, ma
that ra cha xt cling con nhiéu chuyén khac ban tdm hon.
Ong quay vao nha x{r va cam ldy cay but. Nira tiéng sau,
mot cau bé dua cho Peppone mdt 1a thu, voi ndi dung
nhu sau:

"Kinh gui Dong chi Thuong nghi si: T61 nén noéng cho
dén budi nodi chuyén tdi mai. Cho phép toi duoc gui
trudc mot cau hoi: Tai sao dong chi ¢t thich chudc ric
rdi vao nguoi thé? Than 4i — Pong chi Tarocci."
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Chiéu mudn hom d6, Peppone bi goi gip vé Roma, va
sang hom sau, Smilzo budc phai thém dong tai bit vao
tam ap-phich: Vi Iy do bdt kha khdng, buéi néi chuyén
cua dién gid xin hodan lgi vé thoi han.

Khi tréo xudng khoi thang, Smilzo lai mot 1an nita cham
tran Don Camillo.

— Tiéc qué! — cha x1r n6i — Ai ma biét hang gido si sé
con phai ngup lan bao lau nira trong man suong u toi cua
thoi Trung c6?

Smilzo nhanh chdng vac thang chay vé phia an toan.
— Cha dung lo! Roi ta s& mé mat cho ho ra thoi!

Nhung ngay “sang mat ra” ay khong bao gio dugc an
dinh lai. Mua gi6 cudn troi tam ap-phich, va chang ai
con nhic dén budi nodi chuyén 4y nita. Sau thang troi qua.
Don Camillo, vi khéng c6 dip nao dé ké vé chuyén di
Lién X0, bat dau tu hoi phai ching moi thir chi la mot
gidc mo. Nhung mét budi sang ng, dang lic sap xép gidy
td, ong duoc nguoi gitp 18 bao rang cé khach la téi. Va
that bat ngo, Don Camillo thiy qua vai cdu ta chinh 1a
guong mit ctia Dong chi Nanni Scamoggia.

— Sao anh tim dugc dén day? — 6ng hoi.
— Trén doi van con c6 tau hoa ddy chir! — Scamoggia

dap tinh bo. — T6i thuyét phuc duoc dong chi Bottazzi
cho t61 dia chi cua cha.



TAP 3: PONG CHi DON CAMILLO | 272

— Toi hiéu r6i, — Don Camillo dap, du that ra ong
ching hiéu gi ca. — Vay 1y do anh dén 1a gi?

Scamoggia van la tay lidu linh nhu xua. RS rang tur cach
anh ta cham thudc roi nga nguoi xubng ghé. Nhung cai
ve bat can 4y khong qua mat duge Don Camillo, nguoi
van nhé nhimg giot nude mit trong miat Comrade Nadia
Petrovna.

— Toi c6 van dé nay, Pong chi... a khong, cha xu. La
chuyén cua cd gai do...

— Phai r61. Co ay sao roi?

— C6 4y sang Roma hai thang trudc cting mot doan phu
nir Lién X06. Poan vé thi co6 ay ¢ lai.

— R&i anh 1am gi?

— Vo1 vi tri trong Pang, t61 khong thé dinh dang gi dén
ké phan bdi T6 qudc X6 Viét.

— Theé ro1 sao?

— T61 mudn cudi cd6 dy nén phai rut khéi Pang, —
Scamoggia ndi 161 bung tan thudc vao 10 suoi.

— Vin dé 1a vay a?
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— Khéng. Vén dé la: chung toi da két hon duoc mot
thang, nhung ngay nao c6 ay ciing ndi 1& cudi dan sy 1a
chua di. C6 4y mudn cudi trong nha tho!

— Toéi khong thiy gi dang lo & day, — Don Camillo n6i
tinh rui.

— Cha thi di nhién khong r(k)i!’Nhung cha quén 12 toi n6i
da ga moi khi thay linh muc day a?

— Toi hiéu, dong chi. Anh c6 quyén gitr quan diém
riéng. Nhung néu vay, sao anh con dén tim t61?

— Vi néu bit budc phai c6 cha dao, toi mubn do 1a
nguoi khong qua kho wa. Va cha... thi cling gan giong
mot dong chi cii nhu t6i. Cha ting 1a bi thu chi b cua
t6i ma!

— Y tudng khong té, — Don Camillo gat dau.
Scamoggia ra mé& ctra va goi:

— Nadia!

Mot gidy sau, Comrade Petrovna budc vao. Vira thay
Don Camillo, c6 lap tlrc lao t&1 hon tay ong.

— Troi dat oi! — Scamoggia lam bam. — Mdi sang day
c6 bao lau ma da hoc du nghi thuc roi!
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Gidy to day du, hon 1& duoc ctr hanh nhanh chéng.
Peppone phéi nhan lam nguodi dai dién gia dinh bén c6
dau, nhung anh ta lam diéu d6 vé6i nu cudi. Trudc khi
doi tré roi di, Don Camillo kéo ¢6 dau sang mdt bén va
hoi vé chuyén that sy di xay ra véi Comrade Oregov.

— D6 1a mot vu rat t&, — co thi tham. — Khi moi nguoi
xubng khoang dudi, Comrade Oregov ra 1énh cho thuyén
truong khoa chat chung toi lai, cong tay cha va ca dong
chi Bottazzi. Ong ta dién cuong no6i vé phan boi, vé gian
diép Vatican va uy ban diéu tra. ROi 6ng ta danh nhau
v6i thuyén trudng, bi x6 vao lan can. Ping lic do, mot
con song quét qua va mang ong ta di. D6 1a toan b su
that, chi c¢6 cha, toi va thuyén truong biét chuyén nay.
Budn lim...

*k*x

Sau khi d6i vo chdng tré roi di, Don Camillo va Peppone
ngoi bén 10 sudi, sudi am doi tay. Ho im lang mat luc,
ro1 Don Camillo thot 1én:

— Phai ghi lai ngay, khong lai quén mat.

Ong rit cudn s6 tay ndi tiéng ra va vira viét vira doc to:

— Thém hai cudc hoan cai va mdt cugc hon nhan nira. ..

— Cha ctr viét hét vao d6 di! — Peppone gim lén. —
ROi dén ngay Cach mang Vi dai, ta sé& tinh s6 mot luot!
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— Khéng giam gia cho dong chi cii 82 — Don Camillo
gia vo nai ni.

— Cho chon chd dé treo ¢b ciing 1a qua tir té roi! —
Peppone quat.

— Téi chon r6i déy, — Don Camillo mim cuo6i. — Treo
canh 6ng ludn!

Do 1a mot ngay dong lanh gid, va lan swong mu tir song
dang lén che lap doan két ciia mdt cau chuyén vira moi
két thic — ma thuec ra, da cii hon ca thoi gian.

(HET)

G.G.
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GUARESCHI do T.Vdn & GEMINI bién dich tir ban
Anh Ngir cua Frances Frenaye, 1a tdc pham thir 98 trong
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